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a historic move, the federal Lib- 
als and the NDP have signed an 
breement to unite and form a co- 
citing Prime 
inister Stephen Harper's recent 
conomic update as the reason they 


ition government, 


he coalition would be led by Lib- 
al Leader Stéphane Dion, would in- 
ide members of the NDP as minis- 
,and has the support of the Bloc 
ébécois. In total, that’s 163 votes 
the Conservatives’ 143. 

But even with more members than 
e Conservatives, there's plenty of 
bate about whether the coalition 
form a government or if another 
ection is required. The question of 
hether or not Harper can postpone 
planned Dec. 8 confidence mo- 
n by shutting down Parliament 
y has also raised eyebrows. 

aking a moment away from the 
dy question period and swirling 
bates on Parliament Hill, Linda 
uncan, MP for Edmonton-Strath- 
a and the lone opposition mem- 
t from Alberta, says the Conserva- 
*s are the architects of their own 
fall. 

Canadians elected them as a mi- 
Drity government,” she says. “That 
"ans that they have to co-operate 
ith the rest of the government, and 
*y just thumb their noses at the op- 
sition,” 

“he economic update, which was 
eased on Nov. 27 and prompted 


ews&opinion 


the coalition, posted a very small sur- 
plus and did not have the kind of eco- 
nomic stimulus seen recently in the 
United States and that many were 
expecting. It also included a removal 
of public funding for political parties 
and some unions’ right to strike. 

Duncan laughed at the idea that 
the coalition was busy pulling down 
the government because of Harper's 
attempt to deprive political parties 
of public funding, saying the NDP 
does fine in donations, and Harper's 
failure to provide real economic 
stimulus in a time of great economic 
uncertainty was the real reason the 
NDP decided to compromise and 
join the coalition — and only such 
a big issue could convince them 
to do so. 

“We are being incredibly co-op- 
erative and bending backwards to 
co-operate in this coalition govern- 
ment,” she says. “We are standing by 
the $50-billion corporate tax cut. We 
are willing to support saying in Af- 
ghanistan to 2011.” 

After strong opposition, the Con- 
servatives did reverse themselves on 
funding for political parties and the 
right to strike, but at press time the 
coalition still planned to move for- 
ward on their no-confidence motion. 

And that has some Albertans very 
upset. In Harper's home city of Cal- 
gary, the possibility of a coalition 
government led by Dion has met 
strong resistance. 

“€yvents in Ottawa are of enor- 
mous concern to our members and 
the business community here in 
Calgary,” says Geoff Pradella, of the 
Calgary Chamber of Commerce. 
“Primarily, I think, because Canada’s 
reputation for political stability and 
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An Alternative Government 


certainty ... 
The Sun newspapers in both Ed- 


is now clearly at risk.” 


monton and Calgary ran a front- 
page headline on the coalition read- 
ing: “NO! NO! NO!” 

But Duncan also dismissed the 
idea that a coalition and instability in 
government would worsen the eco- 
nomic Crisis. 

Steve Patten, a political scientist at 
the University of Alberta, says the 
coalition has the right to form gov- 
ernment, calling the “coup d'état” 
language used by the Conservatives 
ludicrous. Canadians do not elect 
governments or the prime minister, 
he says; rather, we elect parliaments, 
and it's up to the members of Parlia- 
ment to put together a government. 

As the leader of the party with the 
most seats, Harper gets the first kick 
at the can to become prime minister. 
If Harper does not have the confi- 
dence of the opposition parties, it 
is perfectly legal and democratic for 
another party to put together a coali- 
tion and form government, Patten 
says, if the coalition has the most 
seats. 

“That's what parliamentary poli- 
tics is suppose to be about,” he says. 
“Even if it is new to Canada, it's ac- 
tually entirely in keeping with the 
way parliaments are supposed to 
be.” (Coalition governments are the 
norm in Israel. Germany, Australia, 
Sweden, and Italy have also all had 
coalition governments.) 

And in coalitions, it's normal for 
negotiations to take place after an 
election to decide who will form gov- 
ernment, says Patten. Usually the 
party with the most seats convinces 
other members of the government 
to support them, and then they form 
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government. Sometimes, though, the 
party with the most seats is alone, 
and other parities form a coalition 
like we're seeing here in Canada 

And the NDP have supported a mi- 
nority government in a more formal 
way than just voting for their bills 
in the past. In 2005, then-Liberal 
prime minister Paul Martin reached 
an agreement with the NDP in order 
to pass the budget, which is often re- 
ferred to as the “NDP budget.” 

But formal coalitions are extreme- 
ly rare in Canada, and the situation 
could be decidedly sticky for Gov. 
Gen. Michaélle Jean, says Patten. Al- 
though he believes she can invite the 


coalition to form a government, the | 


situation would get prickly if Harper 
asked her to prorogue or temporarily 
suspend Parliament. Some believe 
that Jean lacks the power, in an ap- 
pointed position that’s a remnant of 
the British monarchy, to deny him. 
Others think that she could look at 
the situation and decide that Harper 
does not have the confidence of the 
house. At press time, Harper had not 
yet had a meeting with Jean. 

“That part is up to her discretion 


because it's so new,” he says. “It’s a | January 2007 court case found that the 
really tough one.” interim deal was unenforceable, but could 
As for Duncan, as the only MP | bemade enforceable if it were authorized in 
from Alberta in the potential new | regulation by the lieutenant governor. 
government, she could be headed Talks broke down between the MNA 
for a high-profile position in the new | and the province and Alberta Sustainable 
cabinet. With her experience as an | Resource Development dropped the interim 
environmental lawyer, the environ- | policy and replaced it with one ofits own. 
ment portfolio isn’t a stretch, This policy requires the Metis to prove they 
“I’m not shopping for any cabinet Taye neg ream eES - 
post,” she says with a laugh. “There traditional Métis communities. 
hasn't been any discussion about Italso restricts hunting to acre 
that. We're just trying to get this | kilometres of these communities, which — 
package through.” the MNA says effectively bansit fromthe 
abrunschot@see.greatwest.ca | southern half of the province. aM An 





NEWS BRIEFS 


BY KEVINMA 


SACRIFICING SONGBIRDS 

Millions of boreal birds could disappear from 
Alberta skies over the next 50 years due to 
oilsands development, according to one of 
North America’s top bird experts 

Jeff Wells, senior scientist with the Boreal 
Songbird Initiative, released a new study 
this week 

The report, titled Danger in the Nursery 
estimates that habitat loss and fragmenta- 
tion would eliminate between six million 
and 170 million birds from Alberta's boreal 
forest over the next 30 to 50 years. 

This is equivalent to 10 to 50 per cent of 
the breeding bird population in the oilsands 
region, said Wells, who is considered one of 
North America's top ornithologists. 

“That's pretty astronomical for one type 
of industry in one part of the province.” 


METIS FIGHT FOR HARVEST RIGHTS 

A group representing Alberta's Metis popu- 
lation is taking the provincial government to 
court for their traditional hunting rights. 

The Métis Nation of Alberta (MNA) filed a 
civil suit against the Alberta government in 
Court of Queen's Bench this week. The MNA 
has about 42,000 members and is one of 
the main Metis organizations in Alberta. 

The suit asks the court to declare that 
Alberta Metis have the right to harvest fish 
and wildlife throughout Alberta and that 
the province's regulatory regime is 
unconstitutional. 

The Metis are proud Albertans, said group 
president Audrey Poitras, speaking on the 
steps of the Alberta Legislature before 
about 50 people, but have been forced into 
the courts because of the province's actions. 

"This is about making sure we protect 
what our ancestors protected and fought 
for,” she says. 

“All we want is for our rights to be recog- 
nized and for our people to be able to hunt 
like they have for generations.” 

This dispute dates back to a 2003 
Supreme Court decision involving a Metis 
man named Roddy Powley which ruled that 
the Metis, like First Nations people, have a 
traditional right to hunt for food. 

Alberta created an interim Metis harvest- 
ing agreement recognizing that right. A 
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Still The Smartest Guy In The Room? 





POLITICAL SCIENTIST STEVE 
PATTEN EXPLORES STEPHEN 
HARPER'S “POLITICAL DNA” IN 
THE HARPER RECORD 





THE HARPER RECORD 

Edited by Teresa Healy. Canadian Centre for Policy 
Altematives. 504 pp. $24.95, or download for free at www. 
policyalternatives.ca. 
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€ven though The Harper Record 
was only published in October, in 
political terms that’s an eternity, es- 
pecially given the recent efforts by 
the Liberals, New Democrats, and 
Bloc Québécois to form a coalition 
government. 

But there's always something to 


be said for understanding a govern- 
ment’s past actions and the history 
of our leaders, and the Centre for 
Policy Alteratives gathered together 
47 different researchers to provide 
vital context to the screaming head- 
lines. Steve Patten, a political science 
professor at the University of Alber- 
ta, wrote one of the early chapters, 
entitled Understanding Harper, and 
talks about Harper's roots and “polit- 
ical DNA” as a firewall letter-writing, 


for the next election. 

SEE: Does this downgrade his rep- 
utation as being the smartest guy in 
the room? 

SP: It certainly shows the extent to 
which even those who are strategi- 
cally farsighted can make mistakes. 
If the Liberals or the New Democrats 
had said to the other, “No, I can't 
compromise on this, and this coali- 
tion just isn’t going to work,” then 
Stephen Harper would have been 


of strategy. I don’t think it's because 
he’s smarter than others; it's because 
he’s a very disciplined person. When 
it come strategy, one of the most 
important things to look beyond the 
moment. That takes discipline, be- 
cause you have to do things that are 
counterintuitive. Harper's willing to 
use the power of his position to make 
sure that they can act strategically, 
to put controls on what his cabinet 
ministers are saying, to suffer the 
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deficit-reviling young man. 

SEE spoke with Patten about Harp- 
er's reputation as a great strategist, 
recent reversals, and the friends he 
keeps. 


SEE Magazine: Do you think Harper 
underestimated the opposition party 
with the recent economic statement, 
which included the cuts to public 
funds for parties, that’s prompted the 
coalition efforts? 

Steve Patten: Harper thought he 
could do what he did all last summer 
and eventually one of them, likely 
the Liberals, would cave. He didn't 
understand the extent to which the 
parties were frustrated. ... Harper 
was looking two or three moves 
down the game in terms of preparing 


able to do what he wanted, and he 
would have been hailed as this strat- 
egist setting himself up for a major- 
ity down the road. This wasn't a huge 
strategic misstep; it was just a mis- 
calculation. He was playing the long 
game, and not understanding what 
short game was about. If this coali- 
tion does become the government, 
there will be a lot of Conservatives 
reflecting on whether or not they 
want to give Stephen Harper another 
chance. 

SEE: In the book, you say Harper's 
reputation for smarts may be a little 
exaggerated, that there are lots of 
similarly smart people in politics 

SP: What | meant was there's lots 
of smart policy people. In many 
ways, he is uniquely talented in terms 


criticism of the media knowing that 
he could suffer that criticism — but 
at the same time, in the end, he was 
able to stop certain kinds of messag- 
es from getting out. 

SEE: Did you see his reversal on 
the deficit coming? It's not in keep- 
ing with his history. 

SP: Harper and [Jim] Flaherty, as 
well as all the other economic min- 
isters — [Tony] Clement, [Stock- 
well] Day, and [John] Baird — all 
of them entered into politics in the 
mid-1990s as part of the anti-deficit, 
anti-government conservatism that 
was related to Preston Manning, 
Mike Harris, and Ralph Klein. So 
what they are saying about the defi- 
cit today is surprising, except that 
when you consider that the major- 


ity of economics and politicis 
including conservative _ po! 
like George Bush — are saying 
same thing. 

SEE: Do you think the ( 
School, the group of consery; 


thinkers like Tom Flanagan, w 
still welcome him as one of 


own? 

SP: We tend to overstate the *¢ 
gary School” as if it were a unjf 
group that has meetings every oii 
Tuesday. ... He is a truly and Jey 
conservative person, but he is my, 
of a libertarian. Because he ei 
within a party with all kinds of of, 
conservatives, he has made pe 
with social and populist conse 
tives, but he’s always done it in r 
suit of long-term strategic goals 

SEE: Was the idea of discontip 
ing public funding for political »; 
ties a boon for the populist part 
the party? 

SP: The old conservative, popu 
take on this is that you don't w 
public funding of any kind of 
litical party, interest group, or s 
movement. ... 

That's the kind of approach th 
people were rejecting and saying | 
political parties are more than j 
private organizations; political p 
ties are part of a very public proa 
and there is a place for public fi 
ing. If they undo that, I think its 
real step backwards. 

abrunschot @see.greatwest 
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Conflict Of Interest? Not In Albertastan 





OUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 
FROM THE HEALTH BOARD TO 
THE ETHICS COMMISSIONER, 
DIFFERENT RULES APPLY IN 
OUR STRANGE LAND 





My former colleagues in the Official 
Opposition of Alberta have been in 
a lather of late over the way the gov- 
ernment does business. 

The way they see it, potential con- 
flict of interest problems are being 
ignored. Friends of government are 
getting sensitive positions. Health 
care experts are tossed aside in fa- 
vour of business types. 

Yes, Kevin Taft and his little band 
of iconoclasts are angry. And to 
them I say, chill. This is the way we 
do things in the independent state 
of Albertastan. The sooner you sub- 
mit to the Alberta lobotomy that 


removes the part of the brain that 
governs fairness and wingnut ideas 
like democracy, the sooner you will 
become a true Albertan. 

In Albertastan, we do things differ- 
ently. 

For example, it’s abundantly clear 
now that €d Stelmach’s oft-repeated 
claim of “open and transparent “ 
government is Eddie’s Big Lie. The 
only thing open about Stelmach’s 
government is that it is open only to 
Tories and their friends. But that’s 
the Albertastan Way. 

In October, the Stelmach govern- 
ment disbanded Alberta's nine re- 
gional health authorities in favour of 
one superboard. The stated aim was 
“to ensure the provincial health sys- 
tem is patient-focused and provides 
equitable access to all Albertans,” but 
of course the real reason was that it is 


"infinitely easier to control one hand- 


picked board than nine. The axe was 
brought down by Health Minister 
Ron Liepert, Eddie’s go-to pit bull. 
Arrogant, contemptuous of anyone 
who dares question his decisions, 
rabidly partisan — in short, a perfect 
Albertastan minister — Liepert is 
Dick Cheney to Stelmach’s George 
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Bush. 

Liepert fired everyone on every 
board, including much-praised ex- 
ecutives like Capital Health honcho 
Sheila Weatherill. When the new 
board was announced, people like 
Weatherill were shunned in favour 
of a board that is heavy on business 
folks, plenty of people who have 
served on other government-ap- 
pointed boards (which automatically 
suggests Tory ties), and one single 
doctor. Not a single nurse, chiroprac- 
tor, or podiatrist. Based on Liepert’s 
choices, one can assume that when 
he needs an oil change for his gov- 
ernment car, he goes to a plumber. 
(As an aside, Liepert put together 
his board with the help of an execu- 
tive search company run by a guy 
named Brent Shervey, a longtime 
Tory insider and Liepert's campaign 
manager. Liepert himself introduced 
Shervey in the legislature as “a good 
friend.” He's probably an even better 
friend now.) 

The big name on the board is 
Tony Franceschini, CEO of iiber- 
successful Edmonton engineering 
firm Stantec. Stantec is one of Ed- 
monton’s great business stories, a 


homegrown worldwide engineering 
giant. But Stantec is also a major 
recipient of government contracts — 
$14 million last year alone — and was 
involved in the construction of the 
Mazankowski Heart Institute (still 
empty, by the way) and renovations 
to the Royal Alex. Taft is perplexed 
by the choice because of the obvious- 
to-anyone-but-Tories potential con- 
flict of interest. Taft was forced by 
the ethics commissioner to sell 700 
Stantec shares he had in his RRSP 
because Stantec has “significant in- 
volvement in public works funded by 
Alberta Infrastructure.” 

So let's get this straight. A guy who 
owned 700 shares of a company 
(inside his RRSP, no less), and has 
less than zero influence over govern- 
ment decisions has to sell his shares, 
while a guy who owns 300,000 
share options in the same company 
is appointed to a powerful board that 
will influence government decisions 
worth billions of dollars does not 
have to sell? 

Conflict of interest? Not in Alber- 
tastan. 

Taft has asked the ethics commis- 
sioner to look into the matter. Ah, 


yes, the ethics commissioner. Le 
look into this appointment, s 
we? 

The new ethics commissioner 
Neil Wilkinson, who was the form 
chairman of the Capital Health 
thority board and therefore a lo 
time Tory. He donated to Stelmacd 
leadership campaign, endorsed le 
ership candidate Dave Hancock, 
allowed the Tories to use the Uni 
sity Hospital as an election backdr 
By all accounts, he’s a good guy, # 
I’m sure we don't have to wo 
about the ethics commissioner 40! 
anything unethical. But accordl 
to opposition members on the pa 
that chose Wilkinson, he was not 
motely qualified for the job. | kw 
two of the people who applied for 
job, both of whom would have ™# 
excellent choices. One of them hes 
PhD in ethics and didn’t even ge! 
interview. 

Ah, but in Albertastan, no ex 
ence is necessary for important 2 
ernment jobs. 

This is the way we do things i" 
independent, one-party state of 
bertastan. Get used to it, becaus* 
asked for it. 
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o0kback 


WEEK IN REVIEW 





WITNESS 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
GG WE WILLFIGHT IT WITH 
EVERY MEANS THAT WE HAVE. 


NOV. 29, 2008 | 14:03:49 PM | PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


Alice Major (left), president of the Edmonton Poetry Festival and Edmonton's first 
poet laureate, at the ‘Something for the Heart’ Women’s Brunch at McDougall United Church. 








OUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S NEWS BY THE NUMBERS 

EDMONTON - CITY BUDGET ALBERTA-ENVIRONMENT  —_—|CANADA-ECONOMY rare AMAJORITY COALITION ‘ 
CAUTIOUS APPROVAL STILL ON CARBON CAPTURE? LESSON: ACTION BEFORE WORDS NUMBER OF MPS IN PARLIAMENT, BY PARTY 
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Edmonton city council deserves kudos for 
approving additional borrowing to revitalize 
older neighbourhoods. 

To take a page from the late great 
urban guru Jane Jacobs, repairing streets, 
sidewalks, and lampposts gets people out 
nto the community, lets neighbours take 
pride in their ‘hood, and thus keeps crime of 
all sorts down. And damnit, we are sick of 
Complaints about crime in this city. 

f Bob Boutilier, head of the city transpor- 
tation department, is really serious about 
Not building new roads (a move we also ap- 
plaud), then keeping old roads functional is 
Paramount. Let's just hope the construction 
Splanned right. This good plan can go sour 
fast if council pisses off commuters. 

\fwe can add one more thing to our bud- 
8et wish list, please make sure public transit 
also gets proper funding for both new buses 
and LRT, as well as the staff to operate 
the system, 





Between urging parliamentarians to cease 
and desist their coalition shenanigans for 
the sake of the economy, Premier Ed Stel- 
mach has also asked that the feds kick in 
some cash for his carbon capture scheme 

This was a bit of a head-scratcher. 

After all, the CBC just reported on a 
previously secret report that told both the 
feds and the province that carbon capture 
wouldn't actually capture that much, and 
that it doesn't deliver a big bang for the 
buck. 

Given the current rumblings on the Hill, 
it's unlikely Stelmach will get his request. 
Harper doesn't seem in the giving mood this 
holiday season, and it’s unlikely the Coalition 
will support carbon capture, although the 
carbon tax Is clearly no longer on the table. 

We are also wondering why Stelmach 
didn’t notice the coalition governments in 
Europe when he was recently there stirring 
up business for Alberta. 
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Well, that'll teach SEE not to give a politi- 
cian the benefit of the doubt. 

Last week we argued in this space that 
Prime Mnister Stephen Harper was right: 
when the economy is uncertain and perhaps 
floundering, it’s no time to preach fiscal 
prudence. 

That's what he said, but that's certainly 


| not what he did this week. As the opposition 


parties have been howling, the economic 


| update didn’t offer the spending almost ev- 


ery other country is engaged in, and Harper 
was back to his ideological roots. 

Clearly we shouldn't have opened our 
mouths before we saw what action he'd 
actually take. 

The thing is, like many Canadians, we are 
desperate for something other than political 
sniping. 

We were so desperate, in fact, that we 
were even willing to believe in a promise 
from Stephen Harper. 


| 
} 
T 
| 





CONSERVATIVES 


143 MPS 


COALITION 


163 MPS 
(LIBERALS 76, BLOC 50, NDP 37) 
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46 IT MEANS SO MUCH TO KNOW THAT SOMEBODY) 


IS WILLING TO DO NICE THINGS FOR ME 


THAT’S A SIDE OF PEOPLE | DON’T OFTEN GET TO SEE 





CITY LIVIN INNER BEAUTY - BY MARLISS WEBER | 682 words 


Sunday At The Spa With Hope 


IF YOU CAN’T BEAT ’EM, 
BEAUTIFY 'EM. THAT'S WHAT 
JILLIAN KALIEL DID FOR 

THE WOMEN IN HER EAST 
DOWNTOWN NEIGHBOURHOOD 





Behold: the inspirational power of 
nail polish. 

Many women can wax poetic about 
their favorite shade of Sally Hansen 
or OPI — crimson or cranberry or 
shocking indigo — and the women of 
the Bissell Centre and Hope Mission 
outreach programs are no exception. 
These women come from €dmon- 
ton’s toughest streets and have seen, 
most of them firsthand, the destruc- 
tive power of drugs and alcohol. But 
last Sunday, an excited group of them 
gathered at Studio J Urban Spa (lo- 
cated on the corner of Jasper Avenue 
and 100 Street), invited by owner Jil- 
lian Kaliel, to enjoy the wonders of 
the spa experience. 

Olive, from one of the Bissell Cen- 
tre’s family programs, holds out her 
hands to admire her new manicure. 
“It’s such a soft, subtle shade. I like 
that,” she says, showing me her iri- 
descent fingertips, her face lit up by 
a sweet smile. 

Olive, along with a dozen other 
women who have struggled with 
various challenges from early preg- 


nancy to addiction, was treated to ari © 


on-the-house manicure, pedicure, 
and reflexology treatment from the 
staff of Studio J. 

Kaliel has experienced many of the 
urban problems associated with the 
area. She’s had signage stolen, flower 
pots broken, human feces deposited 
outside her back door. But rather 
than write angry letters to City Hall, 
she decided to address the problem 
by looking at what she considers 
some of the root causes: lack of con- 
fidence and self-esteem. 

“To me, it’s about learning to love 
and respect yourself,” Kaliel says. 
“With that comes respect for other 


people and their property. | want to 
spread the message that everyone 
is beautiful and important, and it 
doesn’t matter if you're rich or poor, 
or what kinds of problems you might 
have in your life; you’re special and 
worthy of some nice treatment.” 

And so, she decided to host this 
event, focusing on women in treat- 
ment and support programs, women 
who are working hard to get their 
lives back on track. “I figured that 
if | can host corporate events at my 
spa, why can't | do something to help 
charity groups?” she says. Using her 
corporate events as a model, Kaliel 
designed the event around the needs 
of her guests. “I want to pamper 
them for an afternoon, and let them 
know that they have support in the 
community. I hope I can do some- 
thing, even if it's small, to help them 
feel better about themselves, to raise 
their self-esteem. I challenge my 
neighbours, and other businesses in 
the area, to do something as well.” 

That support is felt by her guests. 
Tannis, a young woman with big, 
lively eyes, tells me she’s seen it all 
in her 16 years of struggling with a 
crack addiction. “But I’ve never seen 
somebody open their doors to me like 
this,” she says. “It means so much to 
know that somebody is willing to do 
nice things for me. That's a side of 
people I don’t often get to see.” 

“I’ve never been to a spa before,” 
says Candice, a mother of seven, 
with beautiful dark hair, “It’s exciting 
to have something done that’s just 
for me. It makes me feel good about 
myself. And peaceful.” 

Dawn echoes the sentiment about 
peace. A 30-year veteran of the 
streets, Dawn has recently found 
some peace and balance in her life, 
due in large part to the Hope Mis- 
sion'’s acceptance of her cultural be- 
liefs. Although founded on principles 
of Christianity, the Hope Mission 
was open to Dawn's aboriginal back- 


> 


ground and helped her integrate her 
belief in her Creator with the Chris- 
tian God. “That's been my turning 
point,” she says, “Giving up my will, 
my stubbornness, to the Creator, and 
listening for guidance. It was then I 
found peace.” 

She looks very peaceful indeed af- 
ter a lengthy reflexology treatment. 
“The girl [holistic practitioner Kristy 
Nanise] showed me how to release 
tension and toxins from my body by 
using pressure points in my hands 
and feet,” she says, her cheekbones 
as high as any supermodel’s when 
she smiles. “I feel really good right 





Mirror, Mirror On The Wall | Women from the Bissell Centre and Hope Mission programs get pampered at Studio J. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 


now, really centred. And I’m so hap- 
py because this is something I can do 
on my own, for myself.” 

Studio J staff member Kristy Nan- 
ise was thrilled to share her expertise 
with the women. “They are a really 
great group,” says Nanise. “I’m so 
proud of them for everything they're 
doing to improve their lives. I’m glad 
I can be a part of that, even if it’s just 
in a really small way.” 

But the women know this event 
is no small drop in the bucket. “It’s 
a huge splash,” says Tannis. “This 
day proves to me that there's a bet- 
ter life out there. | want to get my 





daughter back: so we can come here 
together.” 

“When I was a kid, this building 
was abandoned, and we'd sneak in 
here and mess around,” one of the 
women recalls. “But downtown 1s 
growing stronger, nicer, and now 
there are places like this here. It's 
special for me to get to be here to- 
day, because I feel like I have a his: 
tory with this building.” The symbol- 
ism of the transformation of Jaspet 
Avenue, and the Hop’s Building that - 
houses Studio J, isn’t lost on her. “Its. 
beautiful now. And I’m starting 
learn that so am I.” 
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arsewinded 


ADJECTIVE - Prone to disguising one’s ignorance by making up facts and defending 
them as if they were the truth. “That nimrod is so arsewinded that he told me my 
VCR runs on ninjas. They are samurai, not ninjas. Idiot.” 


baserological 


ADJECTIVE » Named simply and without any creative thought. “That is the High 


Level Bridge and that is the Low Level Bridge. Baserologically speaking, of course. 


Mactavist 


NOUN - A person who wants Craig MacTavish fired so badly that they work his fir- 
ing into every conversation. “So, I'm right in the middle of trying to describe my 
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bowel movements to my ombudsman, when out of the blue he starts burning 
this life-sized effigy of Craig MacTavish. I'm not sure about this, but he may be a 


Mactavist.” 


marital charm 


NOUN - Asexual attraction to men who are married or engaged. “Man, since | got 
engaged, the ladies have been throwing themselves at me! Must be my marital 
charm. Whatever it is, the wedding is off!” 


transcendentalist \ 


NOUN - Someone who lies about being able to tell the future of teeth. “I have four 
cavities. The son of a bitch took my money and lied right to my face! Next time, 
I'm just going to go to the dentist and skip the transcendentalist.” 
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PREGO SCORES 
“qicH ON EVERY ONE OF 
PATENTED PIZZA 
EVALUATION SCALES 





‘TERIAPREGO 
$960- THVSt., 780-439-7734 





| little basic pizza taxonomy to start 
The so-called pizza pie has a few dis- 
Hinct manifestations, the identifica- 
Hion of which will allow us to speak 
7 oherently about pizza in general. 

At the top of the ladder are the 
] igh-End Pizzas which often emerge 
from wood-fired ovens in fancy res- 
qgurants, feature gourmet ingredi- 
mts on thin crusts and demand a 
bold wine partnering. A notch or 

down you'll find the Boutique 
Pizza, which boasts a traditionalist 
pedigree along with its above-market 
price tag. Below them you'll find the 
Steakhouse Pizza, the pie that prom- 
es you a mouthful for your grease- 
wheel buying dollar. Then you get 

to the dime-a-dozen Chainstore 
Pizza, which delivers consistency 
but not much else and on down 
jnto the Utility Pizza and Bargain 
Pizza realms, which often cater to 
an inebriated clientele and/or serve 
as fronts for illegal narcotics opera- 
jons. 

Now that we've established the cat- 
gories, I have to admit that Pizzeria 
Prego doesn’t really fit into any of 
those categories. The little strip-mall 
outlets pies are distinctive, well- 
rafted rather than heaped with top- 
pings, and, most importantly, tasty. 
ou have to pay a little more than a 
two-for-one place, but then the up- 
ide is you don’t have to eat two-for- 
one pizza. And other parts of Prego’s 
menu are an outright bargain. 

You can view Prego’s ludicrously 


broad bill of fare at their website 
(www.pregopizza.com), which is a 
boon to folks who live close enough 
to order delivery. There are some 
thing like 40 pies to choose from, 
some pretty weird (like the Constant 


Gardner, 


which features parsnip 
shavings, broccoli, and yam slices), 
but most of solid pizzahouse prov 
enance 
The guy who took my order 
claimed the Spinochio, with spinach 
onions and feta, was the most popu- 
lar selection. So what could I do but 


order one ($14.49 for a 10-inch)? I 
also tried the Spolumbo sausage and 
bacon pizza (10-inch: $12 99) and 
the Prego Delight (12-inch: $19.49), 
the house's version of loaded, for the 
sake of appearing exhaustive 

In order to place any pizza in its 
proper context, I’ve also developed 
a set of criteria for pizza, a series of 
objective measures that can be used 
for compare-and-contrast purposes. 
The first thing to do is check the dis- 
tribution of ingredients across the 
surface of the pizza. It's especially 
important that a loaded pizza strive 
to deliver a different combination of 
flavours with every bite, so you don’t 
want to see clumps of shrimp, un- 


WHAT'S A SPUDIZZA? IT'S PREGO'S PIZZA WITH GARLIC PARSLEY BUTTER, MASHED POTATOES, 


CHEDDAR & BACON BITS. WITH SOUR CREAM FOR DIPPING, OF COURSE 





Parsnips? Yam Slices? Prego Redefines Pizza 





-~. And They Deliver! | Be sure to check out Prego's website: www. pregopizza.com for all the scrumptious options. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


there it was 

Cheese density is another indicator 
of pizza quality. Many a pizza maker 
will attempt to conceal the inherent 
flaws of his product under a rubbery 
mat of congealed mozza, and that’s 
just gross. The Prego pizza benefited 
from the cohesion of its cheese layer, 
but the delicious toppings were not 


overlook, of course, but Prego offers 
five variants on their crust (includ- 
ing gluten-free), so you can’t com- 
plain about choice anyhow, | tried 
out their sesame-flax seed crust on 
the Prego Delight and was pleased 
with the subtle crispiness and flavour 
the eponymous ingredients added to 
the dough. There was, additionally, a 


THE TAB: $19.49 (12-INCH LOADED PIZZA) 
THE GIST: HAND-CRAFTED PIZZA IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN 


gainly hunks of onion or a random 
strewing of olives, You want to see 
evidence of a method. 

Prego scored very well on this met- 
ric, as a steady hand was required to 
provide an appropriate dispersion of 
pepperoni, ham, green pepper, on- 
ions, olives, shrimp, and pineapple 
that came on the Prego delight. But 


TRY: THE SALADS 


overwhelmed. The Spinochio was, 
however, generously appointed with 
crumbled feta 

I don't always pause to savour the 
tomato sauce on pizza, but Prego had 
imbued there's with a tangy, garlicky 
presence I couldn’t easily ignore. The 
slather on each pie was judicious. 
The crust is a much harder matter to 


pleasing continuum of texture from 
the moist pointy end to the crunchy 
brown crust 

The final metric of Prego’s pie was 
the reheating test. As I’ve noted in 
previous columns, heating your piz- 
za in the microwave is just another 
symptom of how degraded our tastes 
have become as regards pizza, so stop 





Nat . ope 


al (en Dleleite)e>) 


NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE TREATS THE CAUSE 
OF YOUR ILLNESS, NOT JUST YOUR SYMPTOMS 


it. Heat your oven to 350 degrees and 
reheat the pizza right on the oven 
rack. That's how God intended it. 
All of the sampled Prego pies stood 
up beautifully to reheating, and the 
Prego Delight may even have gotten 
better. 

Also worth noting are Prego’s in- 
expensive salads which, nonetheless, 
are not chintzy. The small spinach 
salad ($4.99) with mushrooms, pine 
nuts, parmesan cheese and a creamy 
dill dressing easily fed two pizza eat- 
ers. 

If you have a heap of Pizza 73 box- 
es in the corner of your kitchen, I’m 
not here to convince you to mend 
your ways and support a worthwhile 
independent. But if you really love 
pizza and are a bit discouraged by the 
preponderance of big-name grease 
wheels that deliver consistent medi- 
ocrity, I'm here to tell you that Prego 
is worth seeking out. 








MacEwan 





Depression Anxiety 
IBS Celiac Colitis & Diabetes 


Detoxification Hormone Imbalances 


Women's / Men's Health 
Nutritional & Life Style Counselling 
Arthritis Burn-Out Allergies 


Dr. Janice Dacyshyn, N.D., B.A. 


TWO LOCATIONS: 
IN ST. ALBERT; 


ST.ALBERT NATUROPATHIC CLINIC 
1] PERRON STREET 780.459.5601 


IN SOUTH EDMONTON: 
HYPERION LASER REHABILITATION 


and WELLNESS CENTRE 
(FORMERLY NAMED Laser TECH HEALTH CLINIC) 


10433-51 AVE 780.988.2012 


wwwalbertanaturopath.com 
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think Ahead 


Can’t get into the program you want? 
MacEwan can help. 
We have two programs to point you in the right dire 


Preparation for University and College 


personalized plan for success ¢ You may be eligible for funding 
equivalent courses in a college setting. 
Start in January. Call 780.497.4029 


General Studies 

Earn university and college-level credit ¢ Choose from a range of liberal arts co 
Work on program requirements ¢ Take optional high schoo! equivalent 

Start in January. Call 780.497.5653 


Two programs, one purpose. Think MacEwan. 


city life 





PHOTO BY ANDREW PAUL 


What do you do? 

At the moment, nothing much. I’m trying 
to get hired, so | guess I'm learning to be a 
publicist. But | started out doing street work 
in Sylvan Lake and Red Deer, which was a 
sideshow-orlented show that | will break out 
again in the summer with a bed of nails and 
juggling knives and hammering things into 
my face. 


What tricks do you know? 

I've been trying to learn some equilibristic 
arts. I'm trying to learn how to be a hand- 
balancer, though that is going slowly. Stilt- 
walking has obviously progressed nicely — so 
far, it’s been one of my bestselling talents. | 
also really like a prop | have called a rolling 
globe. It's a two-foot ball that | roll around 
and balance on and jump, and I'm trying to 
learn how to skip rope onit. 


How did you get started? 

I'm a high school dropout who worked in 
a computer store for a year until it went 
under, and | was left with a rather exorbi- 
tant amount of time on my hands and so | 





1I5minvtes 


Schuyler Snowdon | Street performer 


Q&As WITH EDMONTONIANS BY ANDREW PAUL 


just started learning, just as a party trick, to 
juggle. It’s funny, looking back on my life. it 
seems that a lot of things were inevitably 
leading to this. Circus and performance has 
always been in my life except for the brief 
few years that | was in high school where it 
all just died and went away. | grew up in On- 
tario, where | went to a school for the arts 
that had a big emphasis on drama and music 
and dance — which | hated when | was there. 
My family has always been involved in com- 
munity theatre until we moved to Alberta. 
Both my parents play music and | started 
playing when | was young too. I've been on 
the stage all my life. 


What does your family think about your 
career choice? 

| think it's going to take a little more money 
before they're convinced that it's not just a 
stage I'm going through. I've been absolutely 
obsessed about it for the last two years and 
they've been very supportive in a “He'll go get 
areal job eventually” kind of way. 


Whois your inspiration? 
Franco Dragone. He's a Cirque du Sole\\ ¢ 
rector who has done some of my favouji 
productions which | remember seeing whe 
| was younger and have really influenced me: 
since | started. | get such a rush from i 
bit of an adrenaline junkie. 










Where do you hope your skills take yoy) 
Anywhere and everywhere — as long as | c3: 
find a crowd and make them enjoy them 
selves, | feel so satisfied as a human being 
It's an awesome thing. I'd love to travel ; 
little and if | can get an act that could get m: 
around a bit so| can come back [home} wi 
stories. = 
Any advice for others following th 
vaudeville dream? 
| would say just go for it. It’s a lot of work anj 
a lot of time. The one thing I've learned 
that it’s fun looking back a year ago when| 
was juggling and being here a year later go- 
ing, like, “Wow, this is where | wanted to be" 
If you love what you do and you do it obses- 
sively, you can get there. 
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MacEwan 





It’s true, MacEwan offers four 
degrees with start dates this 


January. 


You can start your degree in Arts, 
Commerce, Nursing, and Science, and 
in four short years, graduate from 
MacEwan with your bachelor’s degree. 


Why wait until September when you 


can start in January? 


It’s your degree, your choice 
— think MacEwan. 


Call 780-633-3408 or visit 


www.MacEwan.ca for details. 





agenda  newsSopinion[citylife| musicfon screen] arts| classifieds sex| ted 





plete listings seemagazine.com — 
















LIVIN: YULE WOES | 941 wors 


TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 

pg, IT’S NOT AN STD. BUT 

ERE IS A CURE, AND IT HAS 

{ETHING TO DO WITH THE 
MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 





e in Alberta, we're well acquaint- 
with Seasonal Affective Disorder. 
cording to the Canadian Mental 
saith Association website, some 
oto three per cent of us suffer the 
ptoms of SAD. For the rest of us, 
ness, it’s just “fucking winter.” 
ere’s a lesser-known sister mala- 
o SAD, characterized by a similar 
ure of hope in the human experi- 
t, that I’m not sure anyone has 
a name to yet. It generally sets 
around late October, when the 
Christmas decorations go up, 
id continues issuing aftershocks of 
bt well into the New Year. In case it 
n't have a name, I rather favour 
él Autonomic Reactive Despair 
drome (NARDS). 
My first jolt of NARDS was long 
ayed by the unlikely postpone- 
nt of winter here in Edmonton. 
n with the satiny wreaths and 
d-and-red tchotchkes flourishing 
fungi on the walls of The Bay 
d that godawful advertisement in 
owntown mall reminding you that 
ctually, it’s mot just the thought 
t counts,” the brisk but distinctly 
seasonal weather placated my 
latile mind-body multiplex. But 
















it week when some poor zhlub in 
ue vest and a nametag was tram- 
id to death by a mob of Christmas 
Oppers at a Wal-Mart in New York, 


followed by two douchebags shoot- 
ing each other to death in a Toys R 
Us in Palm Beach, the full crushing 
impact of NARDS hit me right be 
tween the eyes. 

The condition is just as it says, an 
involuntary paralytic reaction to the 
many, many commercial manifesta- 
tions and impacts of the festive sea 
son, but primarily to the obnoxious 
assumption that the most widely ob- 
served spiritual rite in Christendom 
(and beyond) is all about giving, but 
more importantly, getting a bunch of 
stuff we don't really need 

I'm not some nostalgic Christmas- 
lover going all misty over the lost in- 
nocence of Yuletide tradition. | like 
catching up with family and friends, 
I live to eat and drink too much, but 
you can keep every other part of 
Christmas as far as I’m concerned 
The nauseating songs, the maudlin 
TV specials, the mobs at shopping 
malls, the disappointed look on the 
face of that special someone when 
he/she opens his/her gift and just 
can’t hide the fact that your best shot 
at a meaningful gesture went way 
wide, to say nothing of the moun- 
tains of worthless, purely ornamen- 
tal shit we go massively into hack to 
send to our teeming landfills every 
year — thanks, but no thanks. Of 
course, I know my malady isn’t a re- 
cent development. I'm sure that my 
dad had NARDS, and his dad prob- 
ably did too. 

It would be convenient to blame the 
mindless orgy of materialism that is 
Jesus’ birthday on the amoral, oppor- 
tunistic nature of market capitalism, 
which even now may be enjoying 
its final hours as the One True Faith 
in so-called developed nations. But 
commodifying the full range of hu- 
man experience is pretty much what 
the market does, so you might as well 
blame the shark for swimming or the 


sot Me A Bad Case Of NARDS 


vulture for circling 

No, it seems to me like we're all to 
blame for this. I don’t mean to invoke 
an 00-ra 00-ra Charlie Brown Christ- 
mas moment about searching for 
the true meaning of Christmas, but 
the whole point of Christmas to me 
when I was a kid was hanging out at 
home reading books instead of going 
to school and having lots of people 
come over to visit, the latter event 
attended by platters of crackers with 


cheese. Such sustained, guiltless lei- 


sure and pretext for fellowship in 
the dead of winter — that's the true 
meaning of the Yuletide if you ask 
me, and all the stress that comes with 


shopping and gifting just spoils it 

The break between Christmas and 
New Year's is probably as much time 
as a lot of working people get to re- | 
lax and get with their assorted peeps 
And if they have to spend all that 
time dashing between stores, fighting 
line-ups, braving customer service 
reps who don’t want to honour their | 
returns, trying to get a good enough | 
grasp of cutting-edge technology to | 
decipher their kids’ wish lists, then | 
worrying if you’ve bought enough 
presents for everyone — where's the | 
relaxation in that? 

Obviously, not everyone can af- 
ford to get in on the orgy at Christ- 
mas, and our thoughts should turn 
to them before all else. Being poor 
at Christmas, after all, really rubs 
your nose in it. Tax receipts from the 
Edmonton Christmas Bureau, the 
United Way, or any other do-gooder 
organization make fabulous gifts for 
people who already have more than | 





enough — no wrapping paper is nec- 
essary and the kids love it. (Okay, | 
I'm lying about that last part.) 

My point is only this: winter is 
depressing enough. Let's not in- 
flict more agony upon ourselves by 


ramping up our usual induigence in | 









































ENTS 


INUAL HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS CAMPUS ST. 
#8406 MARIE-ANNE-GABOURY ST, DEC 10 Presented 
John Humphrey Centre for Peace & Human Rights. 
Bat630 p.m. 

MARKET THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COF- 

DUSE, 935118 AVE,, NOV 27 Artists and artisans from 
ity and beyond, sharing unique gifts with local 

Fiom10.a.m. to2.p.m. Info: www.thecarrot.ca. 

GEDELA: LIKE THE FIVE FINGERS ON YOUR HAND 
ZON STAGE, 315 JESPERSON AVE, SPRUCE GROVE, DEC 6 
#Y Matinee and dance. Doors at 2 p.m. 

NIGHTS HAWRELAK PARK, 9330 GROAT RD, DEC] - 
Fivehundred Christmas light displays. Drive thru only. 
ERDOME CRAFT SALE BUTTERDOME, B7AVE. AND 
ST, DEC 4 - DEC7 Works for sale by 240 artists. 

GEFOR CHILDREN HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE 2008 
GEFOR CHILDREN OFFICE, 2ND FLR, 10808 124TH ST, 
Inf: wwww.changeforchildren.org/7B0-448-1505. 

ISTMAS PAST RUTHERFORD HOUSE, 1153 SAS- 

HEWAN DRIVE, UOFA CAMPUS, DEC7 With Christmas 
=, cookies baked in a wood oven, a festive craft, and 

ade apple cider. Doors at 2 p.m. 

ISTMAS SHOW AND SALE JEFF ALLEN GALLERY, 

HACONA SENIORS CENTRE, 1083] UNIVERSITY AVE., DEC 
27st includes paintings, fibre art, wood work and 

i nats featredn the ales 008 season. 


YAR MGT A AGERT CRE 
NOV 27For Parents andchilden upto Doorsat 
M. nfo: 780-476-761. 


AVENUE COMMUNITY CENTRE, 9218 IIBTH AVE,, OCT 30 - DEC 
25 Group workshop for men who have experienced abuse 
from their partner. Sessions facilitated by professional social 
workers, Every Thu from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free admission. 
Info: 780-496-4777, 
HAY RIDES WITH SANTA CALLINGWOOD MARKET PLACE, 
T78THST, & 69TH AVE,, DEC 6 -DEC 20 Join Santa Claus ona 
free horse drawn hay ride on the first three Sat of Dec. 
JITTERBUG SWING DANCE ORANGE HALL, 10335 84TH 
AVE, DEC 6 Dance swing, jive, charleston, and lindy hop all 
night long. Beginner lesson at 8 p.m. dance from 9 p.m.-12 
a.m. Info: www.sugarswing.com. 
LUMINARIA 2008 DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN, FIVE KM 
NORTH OF DEVON ON HWY 60, DEC7 A display of thousands 
of candles will ight the paths of the Kurimoto Japanese 
Garden, 
ANEIGHBOURHOOD CHRISTMAS PARTY THE CARROT 
COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE, 9351 18 AVE, DEC 4 Free 
food and holiday cheer. Children welcome doors at 7 p.m. 
SHARE THE SPIRIT PILGRIMS HOSPICE SOCIETY, 9808 
148THST, DEC7 Old fashioned Christmas open house with 
lunch, festival of wreaths, cookie troff and live entertain- 
Ment. Info: 780-413-9801 ext. 306, 
SKBMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS METRO SPORTPLEX, 
14420 112TH ST, DEC 6 Roller derby with the Oil City Derby 
Girls, Doors at 6:30 p.m. Info: wwwoilcityderbygils.ca. 
URBAN MANOR CLOTHES, CASH AND FOOD DRIVE 
URBAN MANOR, 9524 104TH AVE, NOV 26 -DEC 8 Men's 
winter wear, non-perishable food, hygiene products and 
cash donations. Drop off donations at the Urban Manor 
between 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 

YESS FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN DEC 1-JAN 16 Youth 
Emergency Shelter kicks off its annual fundraising 
campaign. Info: www.yess.org. 


LEARNING 


IMAGINING SCIENCE IDEA-EXCHANGES ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE, DEC 4 Dr. Derek Truscott 
UofA, Associate Professor, Department of Educational | 
Psychology, joins AGA curators to lead a tours through this | 
exhibition of art and science. Doors at 7p.m. | 
WEST AFRICAN HAND DRUMMING WORKSHOPS 
INGLEWOOD COMMUNITY HALL, 12515 TI6TH AVE., DEC 8 - 
DEC9 Leam to hand drum with Matthew Marsolek and Colin 
Ruggiero of Drum Brothers. Doors at 6:25 p.m. | 


READINGS & 
LECTURES 


DAILYHAIKU JOURNAL LAUNCH STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY, #7SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE, DEC 6 With 
haiku readings by the Cycle tl & V contributors, including 
Catherine McLaughlin and Mary Pinkoski, Doors at 2 p.m. 
AN EVENING OF POETRY UPPER CRUST CAFE, 1090986 
AVE, DEC 8 With spoken word artists Angela Dekort, Cheri 
Denis, Leonard Gierach, Lorraine McFaddin, and Bill Somers. 
Doors at? p.m. 

PERFECT GIFTS ROSIES BAR AND GRILL, 10475 BOTH AVE. 
DEC4 Story Cafe presents Kathy Jessup, Bethany Ellis and 
Jennie Frost. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: 780-932-4409. 
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and placebos for real interpersonal 


connection that take the rest of the knows, one day a cure may be found 
year to pay off I hope I’m not alone in thinking that 
Like SAD, Noél Autonomic Reac- we'll be able to lick NARDS in our 


lifetime — for the sake of our chil- 


dren 


tive Despair Syndrome is treatable 


with a vigourous regimen of medi- and our children’s children 





Are you interested 
in teaching overseas? 


The MacEwan English Language Institute offers a 10-day 
intensive Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) 
Workshogs 


w of current methodologies, 
erations, principles of language 
ning, needs assessment, lesson 
materials selection. 
d be fluent in English and have a degree. 
ved by the Canadian ed ah Council. 
9, 2009. 


nture. Think MacEwan. 
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= 66 | FEEL VERY PRIVILEGED TO BE 
MUSICIAN ... AND SLIGHTLY GUILT) 


IT’S A FEELING OF GUILTY PLEASUR; 





MUSIC PREVIEW - MILESTONE MAN - BY VALERIE SIEBERT | 588 words 


England's Finest Guitar Hero 


WE DON’T TOSS AROUND 
THE WORD “LEGEND” HERE 
VERY OF TEN, BUT RICHARD 
THOMPSON REALLY IS ONE. 
SCHOOL YOURSELF, KIDDIES 





RICHARD THOMPSON 
Sat. Dec 6 (8pm). Myer Horowitz Theatre. Tickets; $3425, 
available through Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca) 





“Well, I’m a bit lacking in the hair 
department, which is respectable 
at age 59, and when I go onstage 
my head will kind of shine in the 
light. So I thought, well, [’ll just 
wear a hat.” 

So says legendary Brit-born folk- 
rocker Richard Thompson about his 
trademark black cap, undoubtedly 
dashing the hopes of many fans pon- 
dering the symbolism of the glorious 
headwear in internet forums. 

However, for those that have fol- 
lowed his career from the start, his- 
tory shows that for every year this 
artist has spent under his hat — de- 
spite being named “England's fin- 
est” in Nick Horby’s High Fidelity, 
listed as one of Rolling Stone’s top 
20 guitarists of all time, and hailed 
as one of pop music's most prolific 
and consistent singer/songwriters — 
Thompson has somehow managed 
to spend two more years under the 
radar. 

Next year Thompson will be cel- 
ebrating (or perhaps ignoring) his 
60th birthday. Last year, he hit 
another mark with his 40th year 
in music, having started out with 
electric-folkies Fairport Convention 
at the young age of 18 back in 1967. 
For many, these would be occasions 
to celebrate, but Thompson is one 
to look forward rather than back. 
“I'm not a big milestone person,” 
he explains. “Milestones are mill- 
stones, you know, millstones ‘round 


your neck.” 

Thompson's latest album, Sweet 
Warrior, is no exception to his pro- 
gressive mantra, as it travels into 


musical genres that, Thompson 
admits, he has not explored before 
Rocksteady rhythms and _horn- 


infused toe-tappers clash with a 
generally sombre collection, but this 
is no accident: “The album is all 
about discord”, he says. “It’s all about 
war and reconciliation after war, 
domestic war and that kind of 
thing.“ 

This anti-war sentiment comes 
across not only in his daring mixing 
of genres, but also in the lyrics of 
songs like “Guns Are the Tongues” 
and especially “Dad’s Gonna Kill 
Me.” “Dad” in this case refers to 
Baghdad, a term used by US. sol- 
diers in Iraq, and the song contains 
some very graphic images of war and 
violence. 

“I was initially interested in the 
language that the soldiers use,” 
Thompson says. “I went to a few 
websites where there are sort of 
soldier rap lyrics and poetry and 
so the song began with this sort of 
collection of soldier’s images which 
also described my viewpoint — 
which is very much anti-war and 
anti-that war. | suppose that is the 
main focus for the song: sympathy 
for the soldier and contempt for 
the politicians.” 

Which begs the question, what does 
Thompson (a committed follower of 
Islam and ex-pat living in California) 
hope to see from the newly elected 
administration? “I would hope for a 
more humanitarian approach from 
the White House, perhaps a less 
empire-driven approach. | think that 
Barack is going to be a much better 
spokesperson for the U.S. and the 
world.” 


Barack Obama, like Thompson, 
is a study in discord himself: he is 
the unexpected candidate who was 
elected for his ability to transcend 
race and politics with finesse, just 
as Thompson transcends categori- 


Time Has Been Good To Richard Thompson | But not to his hair —hence the hat. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





zation with instrumental virtuosity. 
But who cares what I think! How 
does the man himself view his 
lengthy career? 

“I feel very privileged to be a 
and slightly guilty. It's 


musician ... 





a feeling of guilty pleasure. | mei 
how have I been able to get aw 
with this for so long? I have dream 
that someone someday is going| 
find out that it’s all a sham. But inti 
meantime, I'll just enjoy myself.” | 





Recluse Rockers | Herman 
SUPPLIED 





and his Hermits will come down from the mountains Wednesday to play Century Casino. PHOTO 
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HOT TICKETS - MUST-SEE SHOWS 





WOODSMEN SOCIABLES WET DIRT ¥ 
Herman’s Hermits Sally’s Krackers Puddle of Mudd 
Century Casino « Dec. 10 Pawn Shop : Dec. 6 River Cree Resort and Casino « Dec. 9 


$49.95 | Ticketmaster 


The original British Invasion band rocketed 
to chart success in 1963 thanks to the skills 
of American songwriting queen Carole King. 
Now they're returning to North America to 
visit all those aging hippies turned accoun- 
tants to give them a glimpse into the past 
—the bobs, miniskirts, Volkswagen vans, and 
let's not forget about the bell-bottom trou- 
sers and platform shoes. Boy, they sure knew 
how to whoop it up in style back then. Unfor- 
tunately we probably won't see any of these 
trends at the show on Wednesday. 





$10 | At the door 


These local boys have been together since 
2000 and they finally released their self-ti- 
tled debut album earlier this year. One album 
in eight years doesn't sound like much, but 
hey, it took Axl and his roses 17 years to put 
out an album of original material too, and 
look how awesome it turned out! Okay, bad 
example, but despite SK's skimpy recording 
resume, they've played shows across North 
America and Europe and always have top- 
notch bands coming along for the ride. This 
time The Secretaries will open the gig. 





$49.50 | Ticketmaster _ 


The band's name was inspired by the! 
souri River Flood of 93, which left the grog 
recording space with a giant puddle of iy 
in the middle of the floor. We suppose 
was a better name choice than “Stinking 
of Raw Sewage,” which apparently was 

a rampant problem after the flood. 5° 
let anybody tell you frontman Wes seat 
doesn't know how to market his band 
marketing sense Is so keen, in fact. that tt 
single “Control” was used as WWE's 

for Survivor Series 2001. Yay! 
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‘s0 WE DIDN'T GET TO TALK TO 

METALLICA, BUT WE DIDTALK 

‘70 THE POLI SCI MAJOR IN THE 
BAND OPENING FOR THEM 





‘METALLICA 
| y/Lamb of God and The Sword, Wed, Dec. 7 (7pm). 
eval Place. Tickets: $49.50-$95.50, available through 
ryetmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca) 





alfway through my interview with 
amb of God guitarist Mark Morton 
he says, You are asking a heavy met- 
guitar player some pretty complex 
huestions, man.” And he was right. 
But from my perspective, I wasn't 
falking to a heavy metal guitarist; | 
aS querying someone who studied 
olitical science and was very close 
fo getting a master's degree in inter- 
national relations. He just happened 
9 also be in a band that was opening 
for Metallica. 

All contrasts aside, Morton is a 
well-thought man. For him, there 
s no hesitation in making the. de- 
sion to forgo his degree and live the 
band life. In fact, the reason that he 
hever finished his master’s was be- 
ause he had to choose between two 
loves — and playing music was the 
bne he loved the most. 

“To me the biggest draw to the in- 
trument was old blues rock,” Mor- 
fon says. “That said, I think | bring 





MUSICPREVIEW - SMRT RAWK - BY TRENT WILKIE |582 words 


Don't Judge A Lamb Of God By Its Cover 


elements into the band that aren't 
traditionally metal. A lot of my in- 
fluences are outside of the genre of 
metal, so the things I bring to the 
table aren't traditionally metal ap- 
proaches. It winds up making some 
pretty unique songs.” 

I'm sure he’s been asked a million 
times about what guitar he uses, or 
why he uses a Mesa Boogie Stiletto 
Deuce amplifier head over another 
model — but, I wondered, has this 
student of political science ever been 
asked his opinion on his country’s re- 
cent leftward political swing? 

“I pity Barack Obama in a way,” 
Morton replies, “because he’s got the 
weight of the world on his shoulders 
When people look back on this ad- 
ministration, the one that is coming 
in now, | hope they see it as one that 
made great changes — the same way 
we look back on Bill Clinton's time 
as one where we got things done 
and big steps were taken. I’m of the 
thinking that we have undone a lot 
of those things in the last eight years 
and hopefully this is a sign that we 
are going to get things back on track 
domestically and internationally. 
The best thing we can do is roll up 
our sleeves and get to work and come 
together as a country.” 

As for the 


who will set upon Rexall Place this 


gathering masses 


Lambs In Metal Uniform | Black T-shirt: check 


Wednesday, Morton 
they'll be there to see, but that's part 
of the fun 


enough to have some commercial 


knows who 


“We have been fortunate 





success beyond wl we expected 
with the type of music we play,” Mor 
ton says, “but we are certainly not at 
the level of Metallica. I think that we 
will be in front of a crowd who are, 
more than ever, not very familiar 
with what we do. That is one of the 
things that really intrigues us about 


this tour because it really gives us 








i with bea 


a chance to step out into uncharted 


territory. I have no illusions that we 
will be playing in front of anything 
but a Metallica crowd 

But having the education of an Ivy 
Leaguer while looking like a biker's 


bodyguard would make anyone a bit 
IS 

self-conscious. How does Morton de 

cide between being a face-melting ax 


shredder or a political intellectual? 





“It depends on what time of day 
and how many beers | have in me 


he replies. Metal one, politics zero 
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Do, Cantor | Aaron Levin looaves his records. Loves them. 
OOSUPPLIED 





































BELNEWS - RARE VINYL - BY MIKE DEANE | 615 words 


elcome, Mutant Disco! 


CANTOR RECORDS LINKS 
EDMONTON TO THE LOST 
TREASURES OF NEW YORK’S 
MUSICAL UNDERGROUND 
Edmonton is the last place that comes 
to mind when you think about the 
New York post-punk or mutant-disco 
scene, but our town’s Cantor Records 
is playing a prime role in document- 
ing relics of the NYC underground 
Cantor is a one-of-a-kind operation 
in Edmonton, and possibly in Cana- 
da: a label dedicated to reissuing rare 
and marginal vinyl records. The first 
of these re-releases is the lost art- 
disco EP Transportation by the group 
Chandra, named after their 12-year- 
old singer Chandra Oppenheim 
Much like Cantor's singular place 
within €dmonton’s musical land- 
scape, Chandra was the only group 
of its kind in 1980s New York. Art- 
punkers The Dance were exploring 
the possibility of starting a group 
with a kid when their friend, artist 
Denis Oppenheim, recommended 
his daughter Chandra. Once Chan- 
dra joined the group, they became 
the talk of New York, putting out 
an independent release, selling out 
concerts at CBGBs, and playing the 
west coast. A year later, Chandra 
reformed into The Chandra Dimen- 


| news&opinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds | sex the back 


sion with an all-teenage band and 
recorded four songs that were never 
released 

Never released, that is, until mu 
sic fanatic and record junkie Aaron 
Levin, sole proprietor/employee of 
Cantor Records and music director 
at CJSR, took an interest in this lost 
Lower East Side recording 

“I got a copy of the Chandra EP 
when | was looking for records by 
The Dance and found out that The 
Dance had backed this young girl,” 
Levin explains. “It really floored me, 
and when | found out she was 12 
when it was recorded I knew it was a 
very exceptional album.” 

“My habit of record collecting, 
and the idea of starting a record la- 
bel reissuing the rare records I had 
discovered seemed really appealing 
but | never took it seriously,” Levin 
says. “I was talking to Steve Alexan- 
der, guitarist of The Dance, and he 
mentioned that they had recorded a 
second EP with Chandra and that it 
was really psychedelic, so that really 
piqued my interest.” 

Armed with the knowledge of a 
lost Chandra €P, Levin tried to fa- 
cilitate its release through other re- 
cord labels but quickly realized that, 
though there was interest, no one 
was serious about releasing it. Levin 


took on the age-old punk DIY ethic 


and set out to do it himself. Thus | 


Cantor Records was born with a 
name that hints at Levin's broader 


philosophy. “The name comes from 


German mathematician Georg Can- 


tor,” he explains, “who proved there | 


were more irrational numbers than 
rational, which is symbolic, to me, of 
the many treasures in the indepen- 
dent music scene.’ 

Levin is the first to admit that these 


treasures are not easy to release. The | 


Chandra album was a tiring process, 
yet he’s still working on releasing 
two other albums you've never heard 
of: Daily Dance by Bob Thompson 
and Doug Snyder (recorded in a 


kitchen in 1972), and Ian Tamblyn’s | 


1972 demo Moose Tracks. 

While Edmonton may not be the 
ideal location to reissue obscure 
American records, Levin has chosen 
it over NYC as the setting for the of- 
ficial Chandra release party. And it 
only makes sense that NYC's young- 
est and most promising art-punk will 
be getting her official release at our 
youngest and most promising venue, 
the all-ages Hydeaway. So on Dec. 
10, Edmonton will be the only place 
in the world where you can hear ab- 
stract dance music with vocals by a 
12-year-old girl. Take that, NYC. 
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BOOK REVIEW - IT’S A SPIRITUAL THING, REALLY - BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH 721 words 


The Gospel Of Rock, 
According To Chunklet 


The ae 
ork ak 


EM 
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THE WRITERS BEHIND THE “100 
BIGGEST ASSHOLES IN ROCK” 
EMERGE WITH A TRACT THAT 
COUNTS THE SINS OF EVERY 
BAND THAT EVER WAS 





THE ROCK BIBLE: UNHOLY SCRIPTURE FOR FANS & 
BANDS 

By Henry Owings. Quirk Books. 144 pp. $15.95. 

kek Ks 





There once was an alt-weekly edi- 
tor who wished there was a good 





how-to textbook for local bands, one 
that would answer all their nagging 
questions about getting ink on these 
pages. Despite the editor's altruistic 
best efforts, there just wasn't enough 
space to cover everyone all the time. 

The bands said things like: 

“Can I come drop off a CD?” 

“Will you cover my first show 
ever? It’s at the Library.” 

“This time I’m releasing an album! 
Now, I don't have the official copy, 
but here’s a burned copy one with all 
my info written in sharpie...” (Sigh.) 

And yea, one day, a book was 
dropped on the editor's desk that 
took her breath away — mostly with 
some punch-in-the-gut, harsh but 
sage advice not only for said bands 
and musicians, but also for music 
writers, fans, and anyone who ever 
claimed to follow the gospel of rock. 

Written in the ever-irreverent style 
of Chunklet magazine — most noto- 
rious for taking the piss out of pretty 
much everyone in music, even the 
bands they like — The Rock Bible is 
a tract complied by Henry Owings 
et al. that might do all musicians 
and the people who have to put up 
with them a bit of good, nevermind 
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that it's simply entertaining as hell 
(because rock is the music of the 
devil, duh). 

This faux leather-bound tract has 
a chapter of Biblical-style psalms 
dedicated to schooling each mem- 
ber of your classic four- or five-piece 
rock band (The Gospel According to 


the Drummer is particularly funny), | 


gospels for the fans and crew, a Book 
of Revelation which explains how to 
spot the arrival of the horsemen of 


the Arockalypse, where the emer- | 


gence of Youtuberius and the Buddy- 
headed Pitchforkagon signal the end 
to the true values of rock and review- 
ing. (Music journalists know how to 
make fun of themselves too!) 

Instead of preaching from my desk 
pulpit, I'll let The Good Word speak 
for itself. It's only right. Here are 
some of the tasty verses of wisdom, 
handily numbered, from The Rock 
Bible. 

From The Gospel According to the 
Drummer: 

58 The drummer should always 
laugh boisterously (and secretly be 
plotting revenge) when the guitarist 
or singer tells a drummer joke. 

72 When you're sleeping with a 
groupie, remember that when her 
eyes are closed she’s thinking of be- 
ing with another band member. 

From The Gospel According to the 
Guitar and Bass Players: 

49 It is never permissible to smash 
an acoustic instrument unless you've 
grabbed it from some hippie busker 
on the street. Smashing an instru- 
ment is a reward for rocking out, and 
acoustic instruments do not rock that 
hard. 

From The Gospel According to the 
Singer: 

36 Never put anything thrown on- 
stage in your mouth, 

And my favourite, from The Gos- 
pel According to the Fans, which 
contains a special section devoted to 


| “Critics and Other Heathens”: 


100 Music editors are not frus- 
trated musicians; they are fans who 
have cleverly figured out how to get 


| free records. 


Despite the ironic truth to a lot of 
what goes on in this book, no one’s 
supposed to take all these verses seri- 
ously. I mean, who really takes The 


| Bible seriously? It's all about interpre- 


tation — it’s about taking these little 
parables as lessons, as reminders of 


what rock morals are really all about. | 


Note: the book is definitely about 
“rock” — if you’re looking for hip 
hop advice, I suggest you try Kanye's 
new album. But if you've ever been 
in a band, known anyone in a band, 
or even tried to write a record review, 
you could walk away from this book 
with a renewed faith in rock and its 
devoted, hairy followers. 


DALA DUO HELPS STUART 
MACLEAN TELL TRULY 
CANADIAN CHRISTMAS 
STORIES — AND YES, THERE 
| WILL BE WASSAILING 





DALA 

w/ Stuart McLean's Vinyl Café. Sun, Dec7 (2:30 & 7:30pm). 
| Jubilee Auditorium. Tickets: $25-$50, available through 
Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmasterca). 





As far as Canadian imagery goes, 
the mention of a hockey sweater can 
evoke a whole range of emotions. 
| Some as heart-warming as a cup 
of Tim Hortons coffee, and some 
| equally bitter. It’s our nation’s suit of 
armour, the emblem of our storied 


glories and crushing defeats. And to 
some it’s losing the one you love to 
the game they love more, 

“A close friend of ours fell in love 
with a hockey player at her high 
school,” starts Sheila Carabine, one 
half of Toronto singer/songwriter 
duo Dala. “He was the best hockey 
player at her high school. She was 
pretty head over heels for this guy. 
We thought that was very Canadian 
in itself, And then he got a schol- 
arship to an American university, 
which I guess has become a bit of 
a Canadian story. So he went and 
took that scholarship and our friend 
was a bit heartbroken. Young love 
torn apart by hockey — there was 
some humour in it and there was 
something bittersweet, innocent and 
beautiful about it as well.” 


So, one afternoon, they wrote their 


| most recent single, “Hockey Sweat- 


er.” It's a misty acoustic lament set 
beneath Christmas’ twinkling lights. 
As Carabine and partner in song 
Amanda Walther harmonize the line 
“Tl be wearing your hockey sweat- 
er,” you can sense the heartbreak of a 
thousand girls crying salty tears into 
old abandoned jerseys. Setting the 
song in December gives it that extra 


sense of longing. 





“Tt can be the happiest time of 
year and also the saddest and loneli- 


Canadian Girls 
Do Kick Ass 


















































est time of year depending on where 
you are in your life, I think,” say 
Carabine as we talk holiday chee 
“Christmas Eve especially — ther 
is a beauty to it, because you're with 
your family but there is also the seng 
that another year has passed.” 

While Carabine understands how 
the holidays can get a person down, 
she still looks forward to the season 

“When I was young — obviously 
young and selfish — I loved getting 
presents,” she laughs. “But, as I've 
gotten a bit older it’s nice to hav 
family all together again. 'Cause | 
have two brothers and they moved 
out and getting everybody under the 
same roof and sharing Christmas 
morning together, we all feel like 
little kids again and I love that. | love 
spending the day together, everybody 
wearing their pyjamas, watching re 
ally bad movies.” 

If you need some help seeing the 
brighter side of the shortest days 
of the year, try Dala’s tour with the 
Vinyl Café’s Stuart McLean as he 
tells Christmas tales that Carabine 
assures me will put us all in the spirit 
of the holidays. The girls participale 
throughout the show, sprinkling 
songs between stories. 

“It's definitely different from most 
tours for musicians,” Carabine eX 
plains, “because in most tours if 
you're the opening act you go onstagt 
for about 25 minutes a night ani 
then your work is finished, and thet 
you can watch the show or sit back- 
stage or read a book. This show 's# 
bit of a variety show so there's music 
and stories interwoven throught! 
the night.” 

They finish up their duties on this 
tour with one of Carabine’s favo" 
rite Christmas songs. She revealel 
which one, but I’m a stickler 
surprises around Christmas tim 
so you'll have to wait and go t0 the 
show. 

“J just get such a kick out of it,’ she 
says. “It puts you in the Christm® 
mood right away.” 
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MONDAY 
: BBC WORLD SERVICE 


TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


" BBC World Service updates weekdays at 8am, 9am, noon, and 7pm, on weekends at 2pm 


22 AND 50 
SONGS 
Melanie 


FOURRE TOUT 
On FunDrive 
RadioThon 


LADY ZZ TOP 
Julie and Clarice 


THE RHYTHM 
METHOD 
Dwayne 


RANSOM RADIO 
Craig D 


DEMOCRACY NOW! 
Alternative News 


m 


i 


| BORROWED TUNES 
Joel 


BORSCHT 
IN SPACE 
Angela 


BASS CULTURE 
Mick Sleeper 


FLYING SAUCER 
ROCK & ROLL 
Dan Electreau 


BETWEEN YESTERDAY} 
AND TOMORROW 
Alanna 


OTHER PEOPLE'S 
MUSIC 
Al and Lawrence 
(EL) 
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) MAKIN’ WHOOPEE 


Jamie, Thomas & Vicky 


CLOCKWORK 
ORANGE JUICE 
Moose Brothers 


FULL ENGLISH 
BREAKFAST 
Peter Chapman 


Chad & Colin 








FRIDAY 





A GREAT FACE 
FOR RADIO 
Kevin 





PUT'ER IN D 
FOR DANGLE 
June 


DUSTKICKIN’ 
AND RAILROADED 
Jay 


2 FAMOUS LAST WORDS 
Sarah and Tish 


GET SOME WEST 
Babe Lloyd 


THE IPSO FACTORY 
Buster Friendly 
& — MAKING CONTACT 
= Progressive Documentaries 
LET'S GET BAKED 
Mat and Dave 


iz LYDA’S LUNCH’S 
- PANTYHOSE 
LIZA’S PILLS James 
Heather and Sam 
20th CENTURY z 
Miss Manered o> 


or Smilin Jay 


TELL IT LIKE IT ISN'T 
Field 


BREAKFAST IN 
ROCKLAND 


THE ‘68 
COMEBACK SPECIAL 
Tom & Craig 


YOUTH MENACE 


ALERT! z 
Youth Justice 


OR 
GROUNDWIRE 


ASTERISK z 
Aaron and Sam 


RISE UP: RADIO FREE 
EDMONTON 
Alberta Politics 


COUNTERSPIN z 
Countering Media Spin he 


GAYWIRE 
Tam, Nancy 
& Ferdinand 


CATCH THE WAVE =}; 
The Victoria Composite 
High School Kids 


THE TERRORDOME; 
The All-World Afrika 
News Service 


POWER HOUR 
Rad Priggner 


=. CALLING ALL BLUES 
Grant Stovel 


PRAIRIE PICKIN’ 
Doug & Rob 


ASIKO PHANTOM 
PYRAMID 
Minister Faust 
AURAL GOUT & Bongbiemi 
Emmett THE SOUNDS OF 
FOLKWAYS 


NECROTECHS Aaron L & Farris 


UNITE 
Shadow THE SHOE BOX 


Brian & Pete 


BRINGIN 
IT DOWN 
Jose, James & Jordan 


THE EROTIC DANCER’S) 
GUIDE TO FINE MUSIC 
Al Burant 7 
= EB He 
LIQUID CHATTER 
The Mikes & Sima 





— 


I=) KAMIKAZE COMEDY 
Lars & Powerman 





ELECTRORPROLAPSE 
DJ Kuch 


DARKNESS OF 
MY SOUL 


Ey 
Raven & Esper ia 


NIGHTCRAWLER 
PRESENTS 
Dj Nightcrawler 


LUNCHTIME IN and guests 


LUXEMBOURG 
Don and Heather 


2 | WORDS ON RADIO 
[= Literary Arts : 
= 


2 ACIMOWIN 
Phoenix 


HEAVY METAL 
LUNCHBOX 
Sam Power 


NEWS ROOM 
News Magazine 


FAKE IT TILL 
YA MAKE IT 
Laura & Sarah 


HIT AND RUN RADIO 
& Jay & Olga 


z MOVING RADIO 
Film & Video 


z ADAMANT EVE 


Feminist Radio 
2 


é Q TRANSMISSIONS 
Heather and Desiree 


@= SOUNDS UKRAINIAN 


CARIBBEAN 
CONNEXION 


RADIATION RULING 
THE NATION 
Matt 
ALTERED STATES 


The Professor 
& The Juggernaut _ 


— MIND COMPRESSION 


Limey 


MORE METAL AND 
OTHER ASSORTED 
LOUD MUSICS 
Jesse 


2 ALTERNATIVE RADIO 
= Progressive Lectures 





SUNDAY 


GET YOUR 
JAMMIES ON 
Mark 


3 TURKISH PROGRAM 


JAZZOLOGY 
Steve 


SATURDAY 


MUSICA NOVA 


ES 
Robin E 


@ RADIO KATHMANDU 
=) A SUNDAY BRUNCH IN 
NEPAL 


RAGAS & RHYTHMS 
Imran and Janine 


RESISTANCE 
Dave & Lex 


TRAINING SPACE 
NEW DJS FINDING 
THEIR FEET 


2 VOICE OF ERITREA 
= 


25 TO LIFE 
Andy & Aaron 


SIN FRONTERAS 
Sergio 


CATCH THE BEAT 


BPM 
David Stone 


POLSKIE RADIO 
Bogdan 


ELEKTRIK SEX 
TELEFON 
Eddie Lunchpail 


ETHIOPIAN BISERAT 


(=) UNDERGROUND FM 


DJ Xu 


PULSE FM 
MC Deadly & Pale Force 


ARRAGTIDE BEESHA 
Jaamac 


FRESH TRACKS 
Mother Peace 


DREAM MACHINE 
Danie! Buxton 


URBAN HANG 
SUITE 
Arlo Maverick 


THE SOUND OF MY 
OWN VOICE 
D. Jeffery Buchanan 


MELANCHOLY 
CACOPHONY 


EVIL PETTING ZOO 
DXL & Thero 
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FAVOURITE ite in OUR 
'd CRUISE COHTEST 


oe 


AND drei a WIN IT! 


Ladies and gentlemen, start your thumbs. TEXT IN AND VOTE for the ride that moves 
you the most and you'll havea CHANCE TO WIN-IT! Choose the rugged JEEP PATRIOT, 


the hip JEEP COMPASS or the bold DODGE CALIBER. 
To cast your vote, just text CALIBER, COMPASS or PATRIOT to 24680. 


Once you've voted, we'll text you back with contest entry details. 


ON meet 4 











2009 DODGE CALIBER 











Contest closes on January 31, 2009. Complete contest details available 
at www.chrysler.ca/chooseanderuise. Jeep is a registered trademark 
of Chrysler LLC used under licence by Chrysler Canada Inc. 
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WATCHOUTFORTHATROGBAR COLLISIONS BETWEEN CARS AND KANGAROO 
__"ROO BARS’ TO MINIMIZE THE IMPACT OF SUCH ACCIDENTS ON 
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SHARE ONE OF HER OWN 
RD TALES OF THE ROAD 





While | was onstage at a festival a 
few Australian tours ago, | men- 
foned that I'd be driving from Syd- 
ey to Melbourne a few days later. 
After the show, a gangly Canadian 
named James asked if he could hitch 
ride with me. I was happy to have 
pmeone to share the drive (and the 
ost of gas), so I said yes. 

justin, a musician I had met at the 
estival, suggested James and | stay 
t his surfer shack. It was located 
bout halfway to Sydney, off the 
hain highway, near a great beach. I 
hought that sounded pretty grand, 
d so Justin proceeded to draw us 
jirections from the highway to his 
hack, which he said was “rustic but 
eautiful.” 

We were on a dimly lit pub patio, 
o he drew the directions on a series 
f serviettes, which seemed like a 
erfectly practical navigational sys- 
em at the time. He even sketched 
picture of the shack. He said he’d 
g his neighbour to leave a key out 
br us, shading in the drawing with a 
reat amount of artistic attention. 
The next day James met me at 
by hotel, and we were off. The trip 
egan with my incorrect assump- 
jon that driving time for distances 
Australia is same as in Canada. 
ost of the highways down under go 
ght through the towns ina series of 
dundabouts which you have to slow 
own to crawl through. That, com- 
ed with insane traffic due to the 
1006 Commonwealth Games, meant 
ur plan of getting to the shack by 
arly evening and enjoying the beach 
as sabotaged. 

Nevertheless, when we stopped 
mnefly for snacks, we also bought a 
nic dinner and a bottle of wine, 
eciding we'd still make the most of 
t short time at the shack. When it 
ame time to turn off the highway 
nto a secondary road, I hauled out 
ly series of serviettes, and made a 
ble discovery: somehow the final 
apkin that completed the directions 
"S not in my handbag. I don’t know 
ithad mysteriously escaped during 
€ Latin dancing from the previous 
fning or if we had accidentally 
ed and discarded it along the way, 
"we searched the car to no avail. It 
2s absolutely pitch black outside. I 
"¢ to call Justin, but there was 

'l phone reception. : 


What I did have was Justin's nicely 
shaded drawing of his shack, so | 


drove slowly 


while James tried to 


match the napkin drawings to the 
various countryside structures we 
passed in the thick darkness. Just 


then what James saw was not 


Look! 


he exclaimed. “A huge kangaroo! 


shack, but a huge k ingaroo 


I looked. And then, without any 
warning, hopping across the front 
of the car came a second huge kan 
garoo. It collided into the car with a 
thunk 

James and I sat parked on the road 
for a moment, stunned. Then | went 
outside to have a look. There was no 
sign of either kangaroo. anywhere 
I got out a flashlight and examined 
the front bumper, which seemed to 
be okay. 

“We're so lucky we were going 
slowly!” I said momentarily, hoping 
this trip still qualified as a “fun” ad- 
venture for James. 

“The kangaroo you hit must have 
been on an adrenaline kick and kept 
on going,” James said, “It will prob- 
ably die in the woods later on.” Yeah, 
I felt great. 

We got back in the car and con- 
tinued looking for the shack. Noth 
ing along the road resembled Justin's 
drawing, but we did find one which 
was roughly the same shape and size 
Deciding it must be the right one, we 
went to the neighbours’ as Justin had 
instructed. The key was not there 
Furthermore it seemed no one was 
home, so we picked open the lock on 
the outside of the shack with James 
Swiss army knife 

Inside, the shack wasn’t quaint, 
looking more like a dusty storage 
area for things like saddles and golf 
clubs (and no surfboards, which we 
thought was weird). There was a loft 





though, as per Justin's drawing, and 
we concluded that Justin's idea of 
“rustic but beautiful” was different 
from ours. 

The next day we did go to the 
beach, and indeed it was quite spec- 
tacular, though we couldn't stay very 
long. When we got to Sydney, Justin 
rang me, wanting to know “how did 
we go” at the shack. I didn’t want 


to sound ungrateful and said it had 


indeed been rustic, and that | didn't | 


know Justin was a golfer. 

“What?” he said, puzzled. “I'm not 
a golfer.” 

“Oh. Well, I noticed a number of 
golf clubs at your shack.” 

“But I don’t own any golf clubs.” 

There was a long pause. 

“Do you have any horse saddles?” 
L asked. 

He didn't. In fact, James and I had 
broken into an entirely different 
shack. Justin and James thought it 
was hilarious. I was a bit exhausted, 
but glad there were no hard feel- 
ings among anyone involved. Except 


maybe the kangaroo. 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - FREAKAAY - BY YURI WUENS 


FREQ NASTY MAY NOT LOOK 
LIKE A DEDICATED BUDDHIST, 
BUT HE’S WILLING TO SHUFFLE 
HIS TOUR SCHEDULE TO HANG 
WITH MONKS 


FREQ NASTY 


Sat. Dec. 6 (Spm). Starlite Room, 10030-102 St. Tickets $20. 


available at Foosh, Soular, Blakcbyrd, and Ticketmaster 








No sooner do | complete my phoner 
with Darin McFayden, otherwis« 
known as DJ FreQ Nasty to the 
denizens of the und d dance 
world, than he sends me a text mes 
sage. It’s an elaboration to his expla 
nation about just why he was forced 


to blow off his Edmonton date from 
a couple months back and reschedule 
for this Saturday. The reason? Lama 
Sumati Marut 

“He’s an American Tibetan Bud 
dhist monk,” says McFayden, “He's 
an amazing teacher, a professor of 


| comparative theology, and he hap 


pened to be teaching on a particular 
set of pre-tantric teachings for the 
last time. It was a once in a lifetime 
opportunity that I just couldn't pass 
up.” 

Marut's credentials are impressive 
After teaching at Columbia and the 
University of California for 20 years 
he has since become one of Ameri- 
ca's foremost experts on Eastern phi- 
losophy. As such, one can appreciate 
why any knowledgeable, practising 


Buddhist would want to hear Marut 





speak. It’s just that, well, McFayden 


doesn't exactly look as though he's | 


i: RICHARD 
THOMPSON 


DECEMBER 6 





a font of Zen-like serenity; he actu 
ally looks more like a villain from a 


Mad Max movie. | mean, come on; 


he calls himself FreQ Nasty for pity’s 


sake 
And his latest release, a mix in the 


Fabric CD lineup, definitely gives off 


a dystopian sort of vibe. A crushing | 


mix of raw break 
to their grimy and dubby essences, 
it's unlikely you'll ever hear Fabri- 
clive 42 played in any reputable yoga 
studio. That said, it’s the kind of stuff 





that bass heads will eat up. Andif the | 


Starlite Room sound system is in top 
form, as it has been lately, then this 


show promises to be a sweaty, organ- .| 


jarring affair — and that's music to 
the ears of FreQ Nasty. 
“There are actually whole sec- 


tions of philosophy about the effects 
sound has on the body,” he says. “It | 


obviously has an effect on our men- 
tal states and with bass music that's 
especially true. The way the sound 
wave works... it gives off strength. 
There's that old cliché that music is 
the universal language. And when I 
first got into the underground dance 
scene, I was astounded by how many 
different styles of electronic music 
there were. But bass music speaks 
to a certain kind of music fan — it's 
an innate response. And if you try to 
play it on a shitty system... let's just 


eats, pared down | 


SO DAMAGING TO VEHICLES THAT SOME AUSSIES HAVE INSTALLED 
EHICLES. NO SIMILAR DEVICES HAVE BEEN THOUGHT UP BY THE ‘ROO POPULATION AS OF YET. 


CH 641 wor 





w Zealand 


and now living in London, FreQ Nas 


Born in Fiji, raised in N 





ty has been a mainstay of the U.K 
breaks scene for more than a decade 
Since making a name for himself 
with seminal releases on the Botchit 
& Scarper label, he has since remixed 
such high-profile acts as KRS One, 
Kelis, and Fatboy Slim. He has also 
San _ Francisco's 
“Viva Ti 


raised $8,000 in support of the 


collaborated with 


Bassnectar. Their track 
bet,” 
Tibetan People's Uprising Movement 
— details can be found on Giveback 
net, FreQ Nasty’s socially conscious 
website for music lovers 


So, while FreQ Nasty's philosophy 


for living may date back thousands 
of years, he says the origins of mod 
ern dance music can be found in the 
not-too-distant past 


“The DNA of 


we know it today is Lee Perry and 


dance music as 
James Brown,” the Nasty enlightens 
‘Everything — whether it’s dubstep, 
drum ‘n’ bass or house music — owes 
something to the two of them. I was 
actually supposed to tour with James 
Brown in Australia a few months be 
fore he died. Obviously, he got sick 
and it didn’t happen. I never have 
seen him perform and after he died 
I started checking more of his stuff 
out. If you listen to Fabriclive 42, ina 


way, James Brown is all over it.” 
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Save up to $300 when you purchase your 
09/10 European tour before January 3; 


Select from a wide range of Contiki tours for travellers 
ere's never been 


between the ages of 18 and 35. 
a better time to check out Europe! 


Vaid on Contiki tours 8 days or longer in the Europe'09/10 brochure booked and paidin ful 
rly “aaa — range from $125-300" depending on tour duration. 


780-492-2592 
780-488-8487 


UofA, SUB 
10129 - 124 St, #201 


maplepictures.com 


LIONSGATE 


ve = 
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"| STILLFORDORKS 


centralized timesheet 








Now There's An Oxymoron 





| WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


CJSR WANTS MORE HOURS 


| FROMITS VOLUNTEERS, 


VELVET UNDERGROUND TURNS 
TO BRIXX, AND FACEBOOK IS 





How strict can an organization 


| actually be about asking for vol- 


unteer hours? Our friends over at 
CJSR are currently debating the 
validity of requiring all its volun- 
teers to put in two hours a month of 
non-airtime duty, presumably tal- 
lying them up on a scrutinized, 
This meta- 


night DJ there myself with David 
Stone years ago, | can’t imagine be- 
ing excited about an enforced partici- 
pation beyond sleephosting through 
those hardly coveted owl hours, 
keeping progressive overnight secu- 
rity guards in touch with the latest 
CanCon 

Taking a cue from pollution con- 
trollers, a cap-and-trade system 
seems in order for those with the 
best excuses out the door if this idea 
sticks. 

As a deliberate aside, I'd like to 
thank all of CJSR’s DJs and staff, 
who have gone through a rough ride 
for a number of reasons through this 
station's last era. You should know 
that, beyond the politics, people out 
here appreciate your work, especially 
on-air, and hopefully this new dis- 
cussion won't be too hard to weather. 
We’d love to hear your concerns on 
the SEE site if you’re willing. 


No matter: Bison makes up { 
Priestess’ new material was pr, 
hot, too — turning up the meta! 
that they’ve convinced radio st 
that it's okay to play good mus 
theirs again. Seriously, I'd 
hear about ore battles than 
emo kid’s psychological pr 
with women any day. 

The rumours are indeed tru 
vet Underground will now lx 
Brixx. That's with only 1 
which I believe is the indicato; 
“softcore.” 

In closing, a bit of weird Facel 
dialogue between Swifty and : 

1:04 a.m. Shawn: the fishste: 

1:04 a.m. Fish: Wazzup, partys 
rus 

1:05 a.m. Shawn: black dog, sat 
3, hair of the dog, the Swiftys 

1:05 a.m. Fish: Sounds like a go 
time. You guys should play « 
stairs. It's probably not set up { 





PRIESTESS IS TURNING UP THE METAL NOW THAT THEY'VE CONVINCED 
RADIO STATIONS THAT IT’S OKAY TO PLAY GOOD MUSIC LIKE THEIRS AGAIN. 
SERIOUSLY, I'D RATHER HEAR ABOUT ORC BATTLES THAN 
SOME EMO KID'S PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS WITH WOMEN ANY DAY. 





| phorical draft would include working 


the dreaded-yet-crucial fundrais- 


| ing efforts, which have historically 
| sometimes required a dentist's skill 
| to ply semi-willing bingo slaves into 


proper position. There are obviously 


| more creative ways to throw in your 


time too, which the clever will find 
The arguments for and against the 
call are obvious. 
As an example, for some DJs, pull- 


| ing a weekly show together requires 


a fine balance between staying active 


| in community radio and, say, raising 
actual children. 


On the other hand, shit gotta get 


| done, y'all. But having been a late- 


Another good week for concerts, 
including Jerry Jerry and Martha 
Wainwright — but it was the Priest- 
ess gig that stole the pie off the win- 
dowsill. If you haven’t seen Bison 
(who attach B.C. as a suffix for legal 
reasons not applicable here), do not 
miss this band’s next show in town. 
A mix of the best parts of SNFU and 
Strapping Young Lad, they put out so 
much punk joy it’s sick. Also, while 
singing about fictional (?) creatures 
like the Wendigo, they renew our 
faith in Vancouver's music scene, 
which, given the city’s population, 
should really have more of an impact 
on our eardrums. 


sound there, though, eh? 

1:07 a.m. Shawn: I’m going to 
up a surround sound system the 
and a bunch of headphones 

1:07 a.m. Fish: Serious? Itd 
fucking wicked. HeadPHONES? 

1:07 a.m. Shawn: Everyone has 
listen to the show on Westjet heaj 
phones. 

1:07 a.m. Fish: What's up, Ja 
Goodall? We need da jam. Da juiq 
Da squirtz! 

1:08 a.m. Shawn: I'll text you yo 
meds. 

1:08 a.m. Fish: Hurry, dadcy! 

1:09 am. Shawn: Mommy dai 
love you no more. 


SEEN IT LIVE : GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


I'm till Deaf | Bison's James Farwell oes absolutely bananas last week at Starlite. Theyre probably the best metal band in the country right now, | smashing together duct-taped purk 


and volcanic doom metal with relentless fury. The band opened for Priestess, 


whose new songs are especially down with the fire demons. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
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Rock 

MICHAEL RAULT 
Crash! Boom! Bang! 
(Chickadee) 

tet kk ty 


Michael Rault is Edmonton's youngest rock ‘n’ 
roll saviour. His newest CD, Crash! Boom! Bang! is steeped in traditional rock 
‘n' roll but the rhythm and blues still pack excitement and originality. The EP 
is split between originals and old R&B covers and to Rault’s credit, it's often 
difficult to differentiate between the two. 
Bo Diddley’s “Pretty Thing” opens the album, and Rault expertly handles the 
Diddley beat while his vocals prove versatile and distinctive. Rault excels at 
these raucous numbers, and even on a recording, his excitement is palpable. 
On slow, stomping covers like “Who Will the Next Fool Be," Rault shows that 
he's capable and well-versed in the blues, but it’s on expertly crafted originals 
like “| Want You for Mine” that he stands out as a true talent. His vocals are 
most interesting on his more abrasive tracks, an indication that he should 
avoid the subdued sleepiness of the |-can't-believe-it's-not-a-cover “Honey 


Although part of the blues tradition is covering standards, Rault's originals are 
the songs that stand out. With his precocious musical sensibilities and prodi- 
gious guitar playing, if Rault focuses on originals for his full-length he stands to 
create a modern R&B classic. 










































The arguments against this 
album are well document- 
ed: he sings too much, he's 
not a good singer, there's 


gloomy, too much synthe- 
sizer, and it sounds like the 
soundtrack to a film set in 
) 2199 but made in 1989. 
Look at those criticisms 
again. Are you sure those 

} are bad things? Are you 
sure they aren't amazing? 
Without doubt, 808s and 
Heartbreak is the most 








4 Oe 
Valery Gore is a young 
jazz-trained pianist who's 
been making some inroads 
into the Canadian music 


| MIKE DEANE 
tip Hop Pop | Indie 
KANYE WEST VALERY GORE | THE WAKING EYES 
808s And Heartbreak Avalanche To Wandering Holding Onto Whatever It Is | 
(Roc-A-Fella) (Warmer) 
te kkk 





With a sound ranging from 
Bloc Party's danciness to 


| Coldplay's sappy balladry to 


scene as a singer/songwriter. | 


With her old-fashioned 
approach to singing but her 
unconventional approach 
to melody, Gore sounds 
alittle like Tori Amos, a 
little like Nellie McKay, and 
sometimes even a little like 
The Dresden Dolls — but 
without the compelling 
personality that makes all 





Kings of Leon's pseudo- 
arena rock (sometimes all in 
one song), Winnipeg’s The 


Waking Eyes mix a plethora | 


of genres into an incredibly 
catchy (if lyrically vacuous) 


| third release 
| The title track is indicative 


of the band’s aptitude for 
genre-hopping: the songs 
begins as an emotional 
ballad and shifts to an 


ambitious mainstream hip- | those artists worth listening | electro-dance midsection, 
hop album of the year; !also | to. (Asasinger,Goreis more | before going out ona balls- 
happen to think it's one of influenced by trombone out rock ending. These ex- 
the most exciting. players than pianists—she | periments lead to subdued 
And there's more than just feally needs to stop that alt-country like “Wolves at 
Auto-Tune: “Paranoid” affected slurring and figure | the Door,” the weird, Hot 
has an irresistible time- out how to sing in a way Chip-jocking electro-goth 
Oomb-tick drumbeat, and that makes you pay atten- of “Boyz and Girlz,” and the 
the chorus of “RoboCop” tion to the lyrics.) very derivative "Masters of 
Soars on bombastic, But Gore is still young, Deception” (on which they 
Superhero-like strings. It’s and there are plenty of have the poor judgment 
an admittedly bleak tour indications on Avalanche to | to quote “Bootylicious"). 
through West's troubled Wandering Bear that she’s | The strongest track, “Run 
Psyche — jn the past year, got a lot of fresh ideas — Through the Fire” makes no 
tis girlfriend called off their especially “Scared,” which effort at lyrical depth and 
engagement andhis mother | takes the electric pianoand | instead deliversa bouncing 
fuzzy trumpet of Big Fun-era | rock song with an infectious 
Miles Davis and putsapop | chorus. Holding On isnot 
spin onit. Isn't it about time | going to blow any minds, 
someone took jazz fusion but for those looking for 
and fused it with something | accessible radio rock, it will 
else? surely satisfy. 
PAUL MATWYCHUK MIKE DEANE 


6 ER FQ BOTEY ALONG WITH THE RELEASE OF CIRCUS AND HER 27TH BIRTHDAY LAST WEEK, BRITNEY SPEARS MIS 
: ALSO ANNOUNCED A WHACKLOAD OF CONCERT DATES, INCLUDING ONE AT REXALL ON APRIL 6, 2009 ¢ 


10442 whyte ave 439.1273 


josey vog 
my messy bedroom 


DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
Amadou & i Elae lial 425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 
Welcome To Mali 


lel Lolel 4esne 


MYoeozti K 


www.blackbyrd.ca 


JE 





Sinish pus* 
9013-88 AVENUE + 465-4834 


OPEN STAGE 


8 P.M. EVERY WEDNESDAY « HOSTED BY DUFF QBINSON 


..¥OU KNOW YOU WANNA 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 


CHUCK BROWN DEC 5+6™ 


| : ___8 P.M. EVERY THURSDAY « HOSTED BY NICOLE _ 


MONDAY TO SUNDAY OPEN AT 11:30 A.M 


10922 88th Avenue 
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| HIGHLIGHT - SONGS OF ORE 


| Greasy, Yum | Despite their age, Metallica will still rock your socks right off this Sunday. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


west edmonton mall Metallica « Dec.7 Rexall Place 


DEC 4-DEC6 Tony DIZON ~ | The Black Album just went vinyl last Friday, and though we suspect that this might be a cheap money-grab, there's still something a 
DEC 9-DEC 10 Derina HARVEY little bit satisfying in watching superbands like Metallica desperately look for ways to turn a profit in the face of dwindling CD sales 
downtown : Yes, downloading and pirating are a catalyst for all kinds of marketing and gimmickry. Just wait until the record companies reach 
DEC 4-DEC6 Duane ALLEN » . the point where they begin releasing Metallica brand breakfast cereals and leather-flavoured gum. But we can't be too harsh — the 
DEC 9-DEC 10 Bobby AUSTIN godfathers of metal have been working hard touring North America this year and after a dozen more shows on this continent they’ 
Ca pila no mall | be heading across the pond to Europe to tour until the end of July '09. Not bad for a bunch of old dudes. 


DECS-DECG6 Randy RAINES 

















THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB* 
Bourbon 


Street, 
West Edmonton Mall - 444.1752 






KARAOKE 


SUNDAY NIGHTS * 9 PM * HOSTED BY TERRA 
DRINK SPECIALS 





THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUBS" 


BOURBON STREET, WEST EDMONTON MALL 


CANTIL¢/N 


Sunday, November 30, 2008 - 3:00 p.m. 


Robertson- sley United Church 


‘$10 (students) 
cantilonchoirs.ca 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


~art in 
) 


Malawi Girls on the Move 


EVERY MONDAY 9PM 


ED BY TERRA WITH MR. ENTERTAINMENT 
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LIVE MUSIC 


THURSDAY 


BRENT PARKIN HULBERT'S, 7601-1ISTH ST. Doors at 8 pn 
JIM SEREDIAK JEFFREYS CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640-1424) 
ST. With John Towill and Jamie Philp. Doors at 8 p.m 


LANEF: A CELTIC CHRISTMAS HORIZON STAGE, 315 
JESPERSON AVE., SPRUCE GROVE Doors at 7:30 p.m 


ILOVE THE "80S NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. Dexter 
Nebula and Anarchy Adam. Every Thursday. 

SANDER VAN DOORN EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 8882 
T70THST. Doors at 9 p.m. 









TERRY JORDEN AND MO LEFEVER MURRIETA’S BAR AND 
GRILL, 10612 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 8 p.m. 

THOM BENNET FOUR ROOMS, #137 CITY CENTRE EAST, 102 
AVE. & 100A ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 


BIG ROCK UNTAPPED SERIES THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 
CALGARY TR. With Needles to Vinyl, Fool's Tongue, Jessie 
Dee and Jacquie B. Doors at 8 p.m. 

MIKE ROSTE URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE. CD 
release show. With Katie Murphy, Stephanie Bosch. 


FRIDAY 


MARCO CLAVERIA JEFFREY'S CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640. 
T42ND ST. 

SHRINKING VIOLETS THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 

COFFEEHOUSE, 9357-118TH AVE. Info: www.myspace.com 
coramelachlan. 


KENNY RANKIN FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY, 
SHERWOOD PARK Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

KERILYNN ZWICKER ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH, 10209-123RD ST. Doors at 7:00 p.m. 


SAGITTARIUM II WITH DJ ELEVEN THE TEMPLE, 10030- 
TO2ND ST. With Space Age, Joy One, Cool Beans and Sir 
Thaddeus. Doors at 9 p.m. 


DINO DOMINELLI DUO FRESH START BAKERY & BISTRO, 
484 RIVERBEND SO. Info: www.freshstartbistro.com/760 
433-9623. f 

DUELING PIANO SHOWS THEIVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGA! 
TR. Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri& Sat 9p." 
HAPPNIN’ JAZZ CONCERT CONVOCATION HALL, UNIVER: 
SITY OF ALBERTA, 113 ST. & 91 AVE. Doors at 8 p.m. 
MARCO CLAVERIA JEFFREY’S CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640 
142ND ST. Latin music. Info: www.jeffreyscafe.com. 
RALPH ALESSI & THIS AGAINST THAT YARDBIRO UTE 
#11 TOMMY BANKS WAY Doors at 8 p.m. 

THOM BENNET FOUR ROOMS, #137 ITY CENTRE EAST im 
AVE. & 100A ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 

Dan & 

POPs : 
THEBENDERS THE STARLITE ROOM, 10030-I02NDST. Witt 
Grave Mistakes and Sam Hate & The Jackal. Doors at 9p. 
THEBLAME-ITS VELVET UNDERGROUND, 10030-102N0 sf 
With Brother Voodoo and Beyond Addiction. Doors ap! 
CHAD KICHULA HULBERT'S, 7601-TISTH ST. Doors at 8>" 
CRUSH CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RO. 


LISTINGS cont'd ps: 
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__|JSTINGS (cont'd from pg. 22) 
pesousa a3 THE STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102ND ST. 


Poorsat 9p. 
WN NTHE HATCH THEPAWNSHOP 2ND FLOOR, 10551 | 


WHYTEAVE. With Dudley Dawson, The Omega Theory and 


Powerload. 

RT ALEX URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE. 
SOLIDARITY ROCK NEW CITY, IOOBIJASPER AVE, WithThe 
Get Down, Coffin Ships, Sean Foster, and Triple Exposure, 
Doors at 930 p.m. 


pil IRDAY 


\ABSENTIA VELVET UNDERGROUND, 10030-102ND ST. 
With Stereokill and He Is Us. Doors at 9 p.m. 

SUE HODGE CENTRE FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING, 7621-101ST 
We (D release party. Doors at 7 p.m. 


POWDER BLUES BAND EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 8882 
WOTHST. 


‘SONGS OF JOHN FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY, | 
‘SHERWOOD PARK Featuring Mark Sterling. Doors at 7:30 


WINTER CONCERT CONVOCATION HALL, UNIVERSITY 
DF ALBERTA, 113 ST. & 91 AVE. Presented by the Festival 
{ity Winds Music Society. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Info: www, 
fesitivalcitywinds.ca. 


FREQ NASTY THE STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102ND ST. With 
Shamik, Degree and guests, Doors at 9 pm. 


CHARLIE AUSTIN TRIO YARDBIRD SUITE, #1] TOMMY 
BANKS WAY Doors at 8 p.m. 

DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY 
TR. Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 
THOM BENNET FOUR ROOMS, #137 CITY CENTRE EAST, 102 
AVE. & 100A ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 


Info: www.ticketmaster.ca. 


DON BERNER THE BLUE PEAR, 10643-1230 ST. 


MONDAY 


METAL MONDAYS NEW CITY, 
10081 JASPER AVE. 


TUESDAY 


BLACK DAHLIA MURDER THE STARLITE ROOM, 10030- 
TO2ND ST. With Soilent Green and Misery Index. Doors at 
7p.m. 


| DAVE AND STEVE BERRY 12'S PUB, #110, 23 AKINS DRIVE, 
| ST.ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 


EDMONTON COLUMBIAN CHOIRS CELEBRATE 
CHRISTMAS FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102ND AVE. 
Doors at 7 p.m. 


PUDDLE OF MUDD RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, 


| WHITEMUD OR. & WHITEMUD RD. Doors at7 p.m. Tickets 


thru www.ticketmaster.ca. 
PRE/POST THE DRUID, 11606 JASPER AVE 


WENN 


WOUNE AY 


EVERETT LAROI & DENNIS LENARDUZZI URBAN 


| LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE. 


CRUSH CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RD. | 
JERRY JERRY NEW CITY, 1008] JASPER AVE. With The 

Bellamy Hillbillies. Doors at 8 p.m. 
WAGILLA FUNK CON-DUO HULBERT’S, 
7601-1/5TH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 











THE AUSTRALIAN PINK FLOYD SHOW FRANCIS 
WINSPEAR CONCERT HALL, 4 SIR WINSTON 
CHURCHILL SQUARE, 99 ST. & 102A AVE 
The Australian cover band performs 


SALLY'S KRACKERS THE PAWN | OT pB | C 4 The ied fle ei Doors 8 
SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 1055] WHYTE THE WALL! ett a allele) 
ies Bi ; 

Pei ahs nd The Australian HERMAN'S HERMITS 

SWART ALEX URAN LOUNGE, Pink Floyd Show pf a cael 
ee Dec 10 (8 p.m.) ticketmasterca. 

RY INDAY WINSPEAR CENTRE MUSIC WEDNESDAYS AT NOON 
— MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 






CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY'S IRISH | 
PUB, 9013-88TH AVE. Hosted by Keri-Lynn Zwicker | 
Strom 4-7 p.m. | 
PETRO POLUJIN CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 KINGSWAY AVE. | 
Doors at Sp.m. 


| 


"ENFANT DE LUMIERE MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 

- 10025-101ST ST. Chorale Saint-Jean presents its annual | 
Christmas concert with guest tenor Frederik Robert. 
METALLICA REXALL PLACE, 7424-N18TH AVE. Doors at 7 p.m. 











10025-101ST ST. 12:10-12:50 pm. Free. 
Info: 468-4964 
SARAH BRIGHTMAN REXALL PLACE, 7424-116TH 
AVE. Doors at 7:30 p.m, Info: www.ticketmaster.ca. 


| DUFF ROBINSON DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013-88TH AVE. | 


‘OPEN STAGE 






NEW CITY 





| Society. 


L.B.’S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR., ST, ALBERTS pm-1230 a.m. 
Hosted by Shaved Passe. 


ILL 
SCARLETT ¢ 13.12.2008 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82ND AVE 


HOT PICK 4-8:30 p.m. Aftemoon jam. Info: 
FESTIVAL SINGERS CHRIST- www bluesonwhyte.ca 
| MAS CONCERT FESTIVAL ROCK THE CARROT ARTS COFFEE- 
PLACE 100 FESTIVAL WAY, Solidarity Rock HOUSE 9351-I8THAVE.7-10 Tel ’4 e t S 
SHERWOOD PARK Doors at With The Get Down p.m. Music and poetry open mic W ‘a 
ae 
730pm Coffin Ships & guests ee basa ate, io us.out magazinecom 
Dec.5 (9:30 p.m.) Toy Pht ee 780.466.6552 relallinisie es 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 9030-107TH 
AVE. 1-5 p.m. Hosted by Karyn Stirling. 
First Sat of the month. info: www.expres- 

Sionzcafe.com, 
MOLSON OPEN STAGE !.6.'S PUB, 23 AKINS DR., APPLE 
YARD SQUARE, ST. ALBERT Hosted by Gord MacDonald 
Doors at 4:30 p.m. Info: 80-460-9100. 
MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 10118-79TH ST. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by 
Tommy. info: www.morangostekcafes.com. 
XWRECKS 10/43-50 ST. 7 p.m. 


DUSTERS PUB 6402-118TH AVE. Hosted by The Mary 
Thomas Band 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124TH ST. 9 p.m. Hosted by Rob 
Taylor, instruments and gear provided. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704 124TH ST. Afternoon jam hosted by 
Rock 'n’ Rall Kenny, 

HULBERTS’ 7601-115TH ST. Hosted by Rhea March. 7 p.m. 
LOOP LOUNGE 367 ST. ALBERT RD. 3-10 p.m. Hosted by JJ 
Lennny B and The Cats 

O’BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTE AVE. 9 p.m. Hosted 
by Joe Bird. 

OVERDRIVE 6104-104TH ST. 1:30-5 p.m. “Anything Goes” 
afternoon acoustic jam hosted by The Shufflehound 
TEDDY'S LOUNGE & EATERY 1/361 JASPER AVE. 9:30 p.m. 


THE IVORY CLUB 940 CALGARY TR. 8 p.m. Hosted by 
Marty Vinko. 

PLEASANTVIEW HALL 1403, 5328 CALGARY TR. 7 p.m. 
Acoustic fiddle jam hosted by Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Society. Info: 780-474-5270, 

ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 10///-1/7TH ST. 9p.m-12 
a.m. with Mike McDonald and Sherry-Lee Wisor. 


AMMARS MOOSEHEAD TUESDAY OPEN STAGEL8’S 
PUB, 23 AKINS DR., APPLEYARD SQUARE, ST. ALBERT Hosted 
by Mark Ammar and Noel (Big Cat) Mackenzie. Doorsat 9 
p.m. Info: 780-460-9100. 

THE DRUID 9 p.m. Hosted by Chris Wynters. 


LDDERGROUD FUK, SOUL 


DJ JUNIOR BROWN 
WOYLOM SHERRINGTON 
OND SPEGIOL GUESTS 


OSPaR VE 


ose ae HP HOP) cD Down = 


DEVANEY’S 9013-88TH AVE. Hosted by Duff Robinson. 
Starts at 8 p.m. Info: 780-465-4834. 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124TH ST. Open jam, all gear 
provided. 


| HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB7:30 p.m. Hosted by Ido Vanderlaan x. 


x 
Hennessy 


COGNAC 


LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE 6 p.m. Hosted by Brian 
Gregg. Info: www littleflower.ca. or 780-429-3624. | 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 1403, 5328 CALGARY TR.730 p.m. 

Bluegrass jam hosted by Northern Bluegrass Circle Music | 


RED STAR 











ce 


FEATURIN G ae lunch & dinner b 


HAPPY HOURS daily 4-6pm EXOTIC INDIAN HOT 





uffet EXCLUSIVE wine + bear eee Sere 


HORS D'OEUVRES - take out me: TO 
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2008 family gift guide ; 


HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE : FOR THE FAMILY « BY KATHLEEN BELL 11,079 wards 





This Christmas isn’t about tradition, love, or the wee baby Jesus. Tinsel, Candy Cane hot chocol 
and miracles on 34th Street are not priorities. 2008 is about the economy. And we both know wi 
been good all year — we've survived lying politicians, market analysis, and financial jibber-jab| 
Gosh darn it, we deserve our Wii Fits and brand-name handbags and HMV gift certificates. So 
time to do what the bankers on Wall Street couldn't: namely, put the economy back on track wit 
some excessive Christmas spending! And we here at SEE have composed a two-part list of fun 
funky gifts to help get you started (conveniently divided into the categories of “family” and “friend 
which runs next week) superheroes, save this Christmas by buying two copies of Guitar He 


"Cause dear old Santa Claus is the one true saviour when it comes to this year’s credit crunch 


WIN A TRADITION INSTANTLY. OR THE CHANCE TO START ONE. ORDER A TRAD AT PARTICIPATING PUBS. 


Lite 


WIP 
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Don't miss Gravitypope's Pre Christmas Sale. 19% 


Get an additional 10% off all sale footwear. 
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Are parents not the hardest to buy for? Anything 
you can afford, they already have or don't want. 
They've long since collected all their favourite art- 
ists on vinyl and those DVDs of the TV series you 
thought they might like from last year are still in the 
original shrink wrap. So don't try to change them; 
simply upgrade them. Help them discover the joys of 











mobile music by getting them an iPod — and here's 






the key: uploading their fave tunes in advance so it's 






all ready to go on Christmas morn (Apple Store, iPod 
Nano from $169, iPod Touch from $259). The tricky 
part will be siphoning off their CDs to fill up those 
gigabytes, so get started now. 









Macy Gray 
Big 


. 3 ib 4 « . 
tanaai ———« 
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Keep Your Life. 
Start Your Hair Career. | 


Introducing a 3-Day Training Schedule. 
Full Financing Options Available 


Personal style — someone wh? 
has his or her own “persona 
style” is the second most anno) 
ing person on the shopping list 
But don’t give up! I mean, we all 
have our preferences. Before yo 
head to the Body Shop for another 
pre-wrapped basket (nothing says 
“couldn’t think of anything pe 
sonal” like a Body Shop gift bag) 
turn around and get your fash: 
ionista vintage jewellery (Junq” 
Cellar, $8 to $85). It looks jus! 
like the faux-vintage stuff she gels 
at Urban Outfitters, without the 
tacky “faux” prefix. And if yo" 
beau is just as stylin’, try 4 sleek 
black Vestal watch (Foosh, $225) 
The matte finish is unassumits 
and smart, but still posh. 


NEC HARLES ACADEMY 


8) RET 








= Rete ects 


f f : jsox| thebs 
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if your ‘rents are already technologically say- 
vy, try upgrading some household goods. The 
Pinna Wine Rack (Tin Box, $250) is modern 
yet classy and helps store those all-important 
anti-oxidants until they're ready to be con 
sumed. Add in a bottle of your mom's favourite 
white and your dad's favourite red and bam — 
theme present! 


WWW.HAVENSHOP.CA 


10528-108 Street. Downtown. Edmonton. Canada. 780.441.9818 


RYL SMITH LAWTON 
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Door personnel for 
Friday & Saturday Nights. 





The LOCK 
HOLMES. 


Please apply in person to Manager 
The Sherlock Holmes Pub on 10012-101A Aves DTWN 
or to roxannewells-devaneyeshawbiz.ca 


If you're looking to impress the musician in your family, from the artistic 
recluse to the extroverted punk rocker, your kid, spouse, lover, whatever, will 
be floored when they open up a loop pedal (Gordon Price, $200-$300). It’s a 
neat device that records and loops back any little riff he/she’s working with 
You can record multiple layers and even get it to add drumbeats-and such 
(depends on the pedal). It’s the ultimate toy for musical types, and you'll defi- 
nitely get bonus points for even knowing what a loop pedal is. 


To backtrack on that crass opening paragraph (who wrote that?), a little 
sentimentality at Christmas can go a long way. For families with plenty of 
memories or newlyweds just starting out, the Umbra “web of frames” frame 
(Le Papier, $80) will cause tears of joy — if you fill it with the right photos. 
Husbands and boyfriends everywhere, take note: by simply getting a few pic- 
tures developed and sticking them in wooden squares, you can ride out the 
glory of your thoughtfulness for years to come. 





PHOTOBY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 
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i 
2008 family gift guide . : ee ewer | 


| Take the memories one step further and 
| head out to the Edmonton or Provincial Ar- 
| chives. They have some gorgeous old prints 
é | of Edmonton and Alberta ($15-$50) through 
+a Tt ’ the years. Get the history buff in your life a 





wil rrr sepia-toned snapshot of the street they've 


walked 1,000 times or the mountain they 


climbed just once, taken by a passerby years 
ago. It will put their life and your love in some 
| great historic context... or make you feel 








| small and insignificant. Whatevs. Just order 
| early; the turnaround is a couple weeks. 
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LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 


THURSDAY AND FRIDA’ 


LYLE HOBBS 





KARAOKE 
STARTS AT 9 PM | 














Let's keep the theme of “stuff to decorate your wal 
with” going by getting a little more artistic. Edmont: 
native Julie Witten-Land produces great prints of rust 





ing cars, in strikingly deep turquoises, browns, a: 
reds and then mounts them on bent sheet metal. T! 








is great for a creative aunt or motorhead uncle — 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: both (Eden Lily, $105) 
: 780-426-7827 

SUBSCRIBE TO ‘OUR E-NEWSLETTER FOR 

PROMOTIONS & SPECIALS. 





Sure, you can get your niece or nephew a regular teddy bear or Lego 
| set, but if you want them to recognize your coolness when they're bratty 
teenagers, you should start demonstrating that epicness early on by buy- 
ing sweet gifts right from the jump. Gravity Pope can help with these tiny 
versions of classic Vans ($35). 
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Conversely, if utility is a pri 


etool CX Multitool (Mountair 


: 

} ority, try the Leatherman Skel 
} €quipement Co-op, $72). It’s a 
3 





tweight multitool with all 
} the basics and none of the un 
necessary extras. Screwdriver 
bottle opener, knife, pliers 
and it looks nifty 


Finally, if none of these gifts 


suit, or you can't afford to 
demonstrate your admiration 
through the tradition of empty 
materialistic gestures, I’m sure 
your family will be more than 


happy to accept your undying 





love this holiday season. Hugs 


and kisses are free and they al 


pe eee ranean aan 


Me 4 
ways fit PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 
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And what if your very own wee one has turned 


into a cooler, smarter, more talented version of 
you? Congratulations! Time to encourage that 
positive growth with some presents. These 
Dakine backpacks (Coast Mountain Sports, 
$30-$160) are bright, well built, and laptop- 
compatible. I’m not saying they won't do ollies 


MOUNTAINRYTHYM 


Henditrotted Pormyiicn irairenents 


or whatever wearing these snazzy numbers, but 
you are upping the computer's chance of sur- 
vival, 


a5 RO LI AC 





Something to remember is that presents don't always 
have to be things — some of the best gifts are experienc- 





es. So while it may not fit in a box, you can still be king/ 





queen of the Christmas tree by wrapping up dinner for 








two, dance lessons, yoga classes, ski tickets, or some ; ° 

other spectacular adventure. I like a hot air balloonride | | a Cc 0 u S t 1 Cc 

for two. You'll have to wait till May to cash in, but try es ; ; 9925-82 Avenue DRUM 

Sundance Balloons ($225-$295 per person). si ee : | Edmonton, Alberta ret. 780.988.1169 
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for all of you SUN TAN lovers out there! 


EXOTIG TAN is pleased to introduce the “get ready for Winter event" 
limited time promotional offer only. 


*400 minutes @ 49.95 * 


edmontons sea 
astest itelal ihirage Talining Studio 
ni fe sions ys Pl Under fewest 
Newibults! new/lohens, ana new decor! 
Open 7 days a week 
5 Lay Down Beds with Face Tanners 


4 High Intensity Stand Up Bed 
4 Solo Far Infrared Sauna 


7528 — 178th Street 780-444- 
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TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


EDMONTON 


Kingsway Garden Mall 
TELUS Plaza North 


A smart deal is coming a 


Londonderry Mail 


YOUr Way. a 


Get the 3G BlackBerry Curve for just $49.997 ie Ere 


9915 108A Ave. NW 
























11315 104th Ave, 


WESTEND 
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14903 118th Ave. 


10429 178th St. 
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9624 165th Ave. 





12714 137th Ave, 
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ree O24 
Tetteshst bette } 5912 104th St 
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Fort Saskatchewan 
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Leduc 


6B - 5904 50th St. 


For $20/month, add to select voice plans: 


$49.99 Tay 


3c BleckBemye Curvers 6290 smartphone | UNLIMITED personal email, IM and text, 
ees leit all on Canada’s largest 3G network’ 


Sherwood Park 


162 - 26 Strathmoor Dr 
(Road King) 





‘Sherwood Park Mall 
Spruce Grove 
Westland Market Mall 


30 - 96 Campsite Rd. 


TELUS am 


the future is friendly” St. Albert Centre 


}20- 200 St. Albert Rd. 
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For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1-866-264-2966. - 
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MOVIE REVIEW - SHOWBIZ SATIRE - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 693 words 


What Price Hollywood? 


THE PRODUCER'S LOT IS NOT 
A HAPPY ONE FOR ROBERT DE 
NIROIN BARRY LEVINSON’S 
WHAT JUST HAPPENED 





WHAT JUST HAPPENED 

Directed by Barry Levinson. Starring Robert De Niro, Bruce 
Willis, Catherine Keener, John Turturro, Sean Penn. Opens 
Fri, Dec. 

qe He 





There's a scene in What Just Hap- 
pened where a screenwriter (played 
by Stanley Tucci) tells his friend, a 
high-powered Hollywood producer 
(Robert De Niro) that he’s just fin- 
ished writing his latest script. “It's 
about a florist,” he says. 

‘A florist?” Ben replies. 
— onscreen?” He gives one of those 


“Flowers 


little eye-crinkling De Niro grimaces 
of disapproval. 
not a movie.” 
When | heard that Robert De Niro 
was starring in a film adaptation of 
producer Art Linson’s memoir What 
Just Happened? (somehow the ques- 


“I don't know — it's 


tion mark didn’t survive the adapta- 
tion), I cast my mind back a couple of 


_ years to when I read Linson’s book, a 


slim tell-all that covers the period in 
the late "90s when Linson was put- 
ting together movies like The Edge, 
Pushing Tin, Great Expectations, 
and Fight Club. From what I under- 
stood, the film would focus on the 15, 
pages of the book where Linson talks 
about his attempts to persuade Alec 
Baldwin to shave the greying beard 
he grew while preparing to star oppo- 
site Anthony Hopkins in The Edge — 
except in the movie, the stubbornly 
hairy actor would be Bruce Willis, 
playing himself. “A producer trying 
to get an actor to shave?” I thought 
to myself. “I don’t know, but I don't 
think it's a movie.” 

Still, What Just Happened has one 


&& A PRODUCER TRYING TO GET AN ACTOR TO SHAVE? 
| DON’T KNOW, BUT | DON’T THINK IT’S A MOVIE. 


Robert De Niro’s Watching | The famously intense actor spends a lot of time in the screening room in What Just Happened. PHOTO COURTESY OF MAGNOLIA PICTURES 


unique thing going for it; it might 
very well be the only Hollywood sat- 
ire in which the producer is the hero 
Ben's life — and | assume Linson’s as 
well — seems to be devoted to mas- 
saging the egos of childlike actors 
and directors, getting his balls bust- 
ed by studio executives, enduring the 
insulting responses of audiences at 
test screenings, and spending hours 
on the Los Angeles freeway. 

Even the interior of his luxury car 
is no refuge — his omnipresent Blue- 
tooth is constantly getting calls from 
his wife, his assistant, the studio, to 
whom he constantly lies about his 
whereabouts, insisting that he's only 
two minutes away from meetings 
that he knows he won't be showing 
up to for another hour at least. Are 


there no compensating factors with- 
in this life of stress? Well, that foxy 
young woman who throws herself at 
him in the men’s room of a trendy 
restaurant wouldn't have wound 
up in his bed if he were a plumber, 
would she? 

The thing is, in real life, Linson re- 
ally is kind of a heroic figure among 
producers, specializing in expensive- 
looking, prestigious tough-guy mov- 
ies. (His credits are remarkably free 
of schlock, and include Melvin and 
Howard, Fast Times at Ridgemont 
High, The Untouchables, Heat, 
Heist, Spartan, and Into the Wild.) 
And he's a guy who obviously likes 
to surround himself with talent, hav- 
ing cultivated long relationships with 
the likes of David Mamet, Cameron 


Crowe, Brian De Palma, and Sean 
Penn (who blurbed Linson’'s book 
and also appears in the film as him- 
self). Linson has even dabbled in the 
creative end of moviemaking — he 
directed Where the Buffalo Roam, 
starring Bill Murray as Hunter S 
Thompson, and contributed to the 
screenplay of American Hot Wax, 
the terrific 1978 biopic about rock 'n’ 
roll DJ Alan Freed. 

But for all Linson's moviemaking 
experience, What Just Happened 
never amounts to more than a col- 
lection of tepid insider anecdotes 
There's the one about the edgy Brit- 
ish director (Michael Wincott) who 
insists on ending his movie with a 
scene where the villains shoot the 
hero's dog in the head. There's the 





one about the agent (John Turturro) 
with indigestion so bad he can't get 
through a phone call without nearly 
throwing up five times. And the one 
about the studio exec (Catherine 
Keener) who deliberately strands the 
producer at the airport at Cannes af- 
ter a disastrous premieére. 

It's mildly interesting, in a gossipy, 
roman a clef sort of way, but it all 
kinds of dribbles away by the final 
few scenes. The ending of the movie 
Michael Wincott's character has di- 
rected — the one with the dog's skull 
spattering the camera lens — is sup 
posed to be the height of unprofes- 
sionalism, but at least a great Nancy 
Sinatra/Lee Hazlewood song plays 
underneath it. What does What Just 
Happened have going for it? 











fameMen ust Want To Watch The Word Bum nse athe ete Le’ en Mea tke to stat 
by setting fire toa gigantic ple of money PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. 
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DVD DICTATOR « THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





~ STATELY WAYNE MANOR! 


The Dark Knight 
CAST | Christian Bale, Heath Ledger, Aaron 
Eckhart, Gary Oldman, Morgan Freeman 


Well, The Dark Knight didn’t overtake Titanic 
as the highest-grossing film of all time, nor 
did it hang onto its lead on the IMDb as the 
greatest film ever made. (It’s second to The 
Shawshank Redemption — those IMDb voters 
sure do love them some Morgan Freeman.) 
But the second installment in Christopher 
Nolan’s morally murky Batman adventure is 
one of the year's most satisfying entertain- 
ments. And on DVD, you can slow down that 
bit where Heath Ledger makes the pencil dis- 
appear and savour every sick-joke frame. 





| THE WORLD TRADE CENTER! 


Manon Wire 
DIRECTOR | James Marsh 


Don't miss this exhilarating British doc about 
Philippe Petit, the French highwire artist 
who made headlines in 1974 when he, with 
the help of his team of assistants sneaked 
their way to the top of the Twin Towers in 
New York City, rigged a cable between the 
two structures, and performed a 45-minute 


highwire act more than 100 storeys above 


the ground. Petit, who is still alive and is as 
boyishly animated as ever, is a marvelous 
raconteur, and Marsh’s detailed account of 
the planning of his “impossible” stunt only 
makes it seem all the more magical. 


ABUNCH OF MYSTERIOUS HATCHES! 

Lost: The Complete Fourth 
Season 

CAST | Matthew Fox, Evangeline Lilly, Terry 
O'Quinn, Josh Holloway, Jeremy Davies 

The last thing Lost seemed to need was to 
add even more characters to its gigantic 
cast, but the addition of people like Lance 
Reddick, Zoé Bell, and Jeremy Davies worked 
to the show's benefit — as did the 

to get rid of the flashbacks and start d 
pieeiginthy. ne re 
besa ng ee e 





on screen 





MOVIE REVIEW - NOUVELLE VAGUE - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON (572 words 


The Francois Revolution 


WATCH THE 400 BLOWS 

AND JULES AND JIM, AND 
YOU'LL SEE TRUFFAUT 
REVOLUTIONIZE 1960S CINEMA 





THE 400 BLOWS / JULES AND JIM 

Directed by Francois Truffaut. Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, 
The Citadel). Dec 5-9 

eK HAS (Blows) / He ek He He (Jules) 





As one of the pioneers of the French 
New Wave movement in the late 
1950s, Francois Truffaut's place in 
film history is assured. Much of his 
work has been given the lavish Cri- 
terion Collection and 
film textbooks may well never find a 
more concise example of directorial 


treatment, 


_ ambiguity than the perplexing final 
shot of The 400 Blows, where up- 


start teenager Antoine Doinel stares 
concertedly into the camera after es- 
caping from prison. 

But if you know him only by repu 
tation, as I did until very recently, 
you'll be pleased to know that Truf- 
faut is first and foremost a crowd- 
pleaser. The two films being screened 
at the Metro this weekend — The 
400 Blows (1959) and Jules and Jim 
(1962) — are positively infectious, 
and ache with love for their char- 
acters. They’re also directed with a 
laidback confidence that might be 
mistaken for laziness if it weren't so 
damned effective. 

The 400 Blows was Truffaut's 
debut feature, and one of the earli- 
est films of the movement, though 
many of the New Wave filmmakers, 











ATOTALTRIUMPH 


BRIMMING WITH RUMOUR AND HEART 
IF THERE'S A BETTER MOVIE AROUND 
THIS YEAR, | HAVEN'T SEEN IT 


The New ork Times 


"THE BEST MAINSTREAM AMERIGAN MOVIE 
| HAVE SEEN THIS YEAR’ 


SEAN PENN 


z ™ MILK. 


JOSH BROLIN DIEGO LUNA 4N® JAMES FRANCO 


EMILE HIRSCH 
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That's A Mike Leigh Story! 


including Truffaut and Jean-Luc Go- 
dard, began their careers years ear- 
lier, as film critics for the magazine 
Cahiers du cinéma. Its sympathetic 
depiction of the neglected Antoine 
(Jean-Pierre Léaud), 
at school and at home, and his grad- 


his struggles 


ual slide into petty crime was itself 
something of a revelation — Rebel 
Without a Cause and the newfound 
teenage perspective were only five 
years old at this point — but so is the 
film's style. Truffaut's camera wan- 
ders around the scene, picking up es- 
sential details seemingly by accident, 
and the whole thing is loosely edited 
together, with zippy music and quick 
nods to old Hollywood providing 
emotional, rather than strictly tech- 
nical, continuity. 

It's probably not surprising that 
some of this is less impressive 50 
years later, as his dangerous inno- 
vations become industry standards. 
Nothing can dilute the thrill of see- 
ing Antoine's classroom erupt into 
a chaos of spitballs and physical 
impressions whenever his overbear- 


| ing teacher's back is turned (my 
| favourite is the boy who simply 


stands up and starts regally wav- 


| ing, at nobody in particular), but a 


sullen teenager being shipped from 
holding cell to holding cell? Not as 


| visceral and world-shattering as it 
| might have once been — and Truf- 


faut leans on this image for much of 








Ffaut | Jeanne Moreau, Henri Serre, and Oskar Werner chase each other through the Parisian streets in an iconic 


M 

scene from Alesand in: FILEPHOTO 

the third act, right up until Antoine's 
exhilarating escape. 

If. The 400 Blows has a few minor 
wobbles for modern viewers, then 
Jules and Jim remains as smooth as 
silk. Oskar Werner and Henri Serre 
play the most affable of bachelor 
best friends: they share a love of lit- 
erature (both are amateur writers), 
the theatre, the occasional kickbox- 
ing practice, and most of all Cath- 
erine (Jeanne Moreau). She initially 
falls for and marries the introverted 
Jules (Werner), but who loves whom 
in the trio is part of an open-ended 
cycle that you desperately hope will 
continue forever, sustained solely on 


its own energies like a perpetual mo 
tion machine, 

The same visual tics Truffaut in 
troduced in The 400-Blows are sii| 
there in Jules and Jim, but there's al 
most no time to take in any of then 
watching these three romp through 
Paris and the French countrysid 
chatting about Shakespeare or, ir 
Catherine's case, dressing up as a 
man for the hell of it, verges on a 
narcotic experience. At the time of 
its release, The New Yorker's Paulin 
Kael called it “one of the most beau 
tiful films ever made, and the great 
est motion picture of recent years 
Seems plausible. 





ONLINE MOVIES - POKING FUN AT HIPPIES! | 30 words 





FREEDOM OF CHOICE G.H. LEWMER 

THE 1976 COMEDY NUTS IN 
MAY SHOWS LEIGH'S GENIUS 
WAS IN PLACE LONG BEFORE 
HAPPY-GO-LUCKY 





What with critics either loving (my 


| esteemed editor) or despising (many 


of my friends) Mike Leigh’s latest 
film Happy-Go-Lucky, I thought it 
would be apropos to revisit a time 
when the British director was just an 
unknown filmmaker doing modest 
comedies for the BBC as opposed to 
the internationally renowned artist 
he is today. Nuts in May, from 1976, 
is a perfect example of why a Mike 
Leigh film is such a unique and inde- 
scribable experience — as opposed to 
the lack of experience one gets from 
the majority of narrative filmmakers. 
It's also damn funny to boot! 

Taking a classical comic format (of 


the sort found in numerous Laurel 


and Hardy or Buster Keaton two- 
reelers), Nuts in May follows the 
holiday time of hippies Keith (a ca- 
reer-defining performance by Roger 
Sloman) and Candace Marie (a bril- 
liant Alison Steadman, Mrs. Mike 
Leigh at the time) as they trudge their 
way through rural England, colliding 
with a plethora of colourful charac- 
ters. Nothing exceptional or unusual 
takes place during the journey, yet 
what we witness is a hysterical ex- 
amination of contrasting behaviours 
and a sly jab at the earnest attitudes 
of the politically correct. 

Mike Leigh is farnous for his 





WATCH NUTS IN MAY ONLINE AT WWW.DAILYMOTION.COM. 





unconventional working method 
whereby actors will be given a prem- 
ise and then asked to create their 
own characters and improvise their 
own dialogue through extended 
workshops — all of which Leigh then 
translates into a working script that 
he films with little or no room for 
improvisation. Perhaps this is why 
Leigh’s films seem so fresh and or- 
ganic compared to the other films 
in today’s supermarket of processed 
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narrative. 

In the case of Nuts in May, Leigh 
uses the characters of Keith and 
Candace Marie to satirize the politi 
cal. self-righteousness of the far left 
through sharply observed character 
interaction and comic misunder 
standings as opposed to polemical 
statements or contrived gags The 
supporting characters we meet along 
the journey — for instance, Ray (An 
thony O'Donnell), a mild-mannere¢ 
student at an industrial college, or 
the glam-obsessed couple Finger 
(Stephen Bill) and Honky (Sheila 
Kelley) — are all exquisitely detailed 


and full of surprises~The humour 
in Nuts in May runs rich and deep 
— you feel as though whatever these 
people said, in whatever situation, 
would be funny. 

Don't be misled by its modest trap 
pings; Nuts in May is a great work 
with a wonderfully inspired and 
subversive ending. It’s a marvelous 
introduction to the genius of Mike 
Leigh and simply a wonderful way '° 
happily pass the time away. 
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BLACK AND WHITE AND HONOURED ALLOVER KUNG FU PANDA EARNED AN AMAZING 16 NOMINATIONS IN THIS YEAR'S ANNIE AWARDS, WHICH HONOUR THE YEAR'S 
BEST ANIMATED FILMS. EVEN MORE SUPRPISING: BOLT GOT NINE NODS, WHILE THE HIGHLY PRAISED WALL-E GOT ONLY EIGHT. 





Jyovie REVIEW -CONTINENT OF CLICHES - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK \75 wx 


Directed by Baz Luhrmann. Starring Nicole Kidman, David 
‘Gull, Brandon Walters, David Wenham. Now playing. 
KH 
eEeEeEyEeEyEyE————— 
{can't think of many end-of-the- 
year, Oscar-season Hollywood epics 
that have gotten off to a worse start 
than Baz Luhrmann's Australia. 
Where to begin? The title crawl that 
calls 1939 Northern Australia a land 
where “romance and adventure were 
way of life” before blithely going 
‘onto describe the Australian govern- 
ment'’s practice of removing mixed- 
race Australian children (so-called 
“creamies”) from their homes? 
The voiceover narration by a young 
“creamie” named Nullah (Brandon 
Walters), delivered in Jar Jar-esque 
pidgin English that may well be 
inguistically. accurate but whose 
ager-to-please cheerfulness sounds 
uncomfortably close to minstrelsy to 
odern ears? Or the scenes of up- 
Hight British aristocrat Lady Sarah 
shley (Nicole Kidman) screaming 
nd grimacing at every rough-and- 
umble aspect of life Down Under 
— scenes Kidman overplays so gro- 
‘tesquely she makes Kate Capshaw 
jin Indiana Jones and the Temple 
of Doom seem like Jack Benny 
by comparison? 
Ah, but Lady Sarah quickly has 
her hoity-toity airs kicked out of her 
when she arrives at her husband's 
ranch in Faraway Downs and learns 
that not only has he been killed (sup- 
posedly by an older Aborigine named 
King Edward, but actually by “King” 


Carney, the scheming cattle baron 
across the river) but that the only 
way for her to hang onto her proper- 
ty is to drove her cattle — Aussies say 
“drove,” not “drive” — across the out- 
back to the port city of Darwin. And 
if she wants to do that, she’s going to 
need the help of The Drover (Hugh 
Jackman), a free-spirited horseman 
who once married a black woman 
and has been an outcast from white 
society ever since. 

The first (and more entertaining) 
half of Australia is devoted to the 
cattle drive, which Carney’s minions 
do everything in their power to sabo- 
tage, and to the budding romance be- 
tween Lady Sarah and The Drover. 
Luhrmann provides some nice shots 
of the rugged Australian landscape 
and there’s a stampede sequence dur- 
ing which you get to see some cows 
run off the edge of a cliff. Good times 
— assuming you can put up with the 
film’s condescending handling of 
Nullah, who has magical Aborigine 
powers that enable him to stop cattle 
from stampeding just by singing to 
them. 

Things really bog down in the 
shamelessly melodramatic second 
half, during which Nullah is hauled 
off to a school on a nearby island, 
Lady Sarah and The Drover split up, 
the Japanese bomb Darwin into rub- 
ble, and “Over the Rainbow” plays on 
the soundtrack approximately three 
dozen times. Lady Sarah is falsely re- 
ported to be dead for the second time 
in the film, a black man nobly sacrific- 
es himself so that Hugh Jackman can 
survive, Nullah learns to play “Over 
the Rainbow” on his boomerang- 
shaped harmonica, and King Edward 
gets thrown in jail, only to escape just 
in time to throw a spear through the 
bad guy's chest. (It should be said 


How I Learned To Drove 


Outback Fakehouse | Nicole Kidman and Hugh Jackman share a clinch in Australia. PHOTO BY DAVID FISHER 


that King Edward is played by the 
great Aborigine actor David Gulpilil, 
star of Walkabout, The Last Wave, 
Rabbit-Proof Fence, and Ten Canoes, 
and who brings an unmistakable au- 
thenticity to the film, even when his 
character is standing in the middle 
of a completely computer-generated 
battle scene.) 

The script's attempt to be a period 
picture, a romance, a Western, and 
a war movie all at once — combined 
with the use of The Wizard of Oz as 
a touchstone of “movie magic” — 
suggest that Luhrmann started out 


trying to make Australia into some 
kind of self-consciously synthetic, 
cliché-embracing superepic, a movie 
that would do for David Lean-style 
widescreen filmmaking what Moulin 
Rouge did for musicals. But when he 
also decided to make the Aboriginal 
“stolen generations” part of Aus- 
tralia's storyline, something went 
tonally haywire with the project — 
when you write your romantic leads 
as one-dimensional, that can come 
across as intentional camp, but when 
you write your Aborigine characters 
with the same lack of depth, it has a 


onscreen 





way of coming across as insensitive 
at best, racist at worst. 

Hugh Jackman caricatures his 
virility just enough to get through 
the picture without embarrassing 
himself, but Nicole Kidman is not 
so lucky; her strangely frozen fea- 
tures are a constant distraction (es- 
pecially in a movie set in the 1930s), 
at odds with her character's sup- 
posed embrace of her spartan new 
surroundings. 

And the whole thing is nearly three 
hours! It's enough to drove any rea- 
sonable moviegoer crazy. 
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WESEE TAYLOR MOMSEN AS CHERIE CURRIE ACCORDING TO THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER, TWILIGHT STAR KRISTEN STEWART HAS SIGNED ON 











WIE GUIDE WHAT'S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES 








OPENING THIS WEEK 


THE 400 BLOWS 

Yean-Pierre Leaud stars in writer/director 
“Francois Truffaut's luminous 1959 debut film, 
character study of a misunderstood young 
juvenile-delinquent-in-the-making and his 
“adventures in the dingier neighbourhoods of 
aris. In French with English subtitles. Metro 
Cinema: Dec 5-9 (Sat & Mon @ 7pm; Fri & Tue 
@ 9pm; Sun @ 9:30pm) 


ULES AND JIM 

Jeanne Moreau, Oskar Werner, and Henri 
| Serre star in writer/director Francois Truf- 
faut's 1962 masterpiece about two lifelong 
male friends and their complex relationship 
ith a beautiful, mercurial woman. Based 
‘on the book by Henri-Pierre Roche. In French 
with English subtitles, Metro Cinema: Dec 5-6, 
8-9 (Fri& Tue @ 7pm, Sat & Mon @ 9pm) 


PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 

Ray Stevenson, Dominic West, Doug Hutchi- 
“son, and Wayne Knight star in Green Street 
. looligans director Lexi Alexander's adap- 
tation of the comic book, in which violent, 
yvengeance-seeking antihero Frank Castle, 
who is drawn out of retirement when a dis- 
figured gangster kidnaps the wife and child 
of a federal agent. 


WHAT JUST HAPPENED 

Robert De Niro, Bruce Willis, Catherine Keener, 
Stanley Tucci, and Sean Penn star in Diner di- 
fector Barry Levinson's showbiz satire about 
@ high-powered Hollywood producer bedev- 
iled by disastrous test screenings, spoiled ac- 
tors, and the cooling affections of his ex-wife. 
Based on the memoir by Art Linson. 


ALSO PLAYING 


BOLT 

Surprisingly zippy computer-animated com- 
edy about a canine TV hero forced to fend 
for himself in the real world. Not quite up to 
Pixar standards, but a solid Kung Fu Panda- 


level crowd-pleaser. 
Tok key 
















THEBOY INTHE STRIPED PAJAMAS 

This drama about the eight-year-old son 
Of the commandant of a Nazi concentra- 
tion camp who befriends one of his father's 
Young Jewish prisoners is a quietly effective 
Parable — that is, until its outrageously far- 
fetched, melodramatic ending. Sensitive 


Younger viewers will be traumatized. 
hk ty 



















CHANGELING 

Shameless Oscar bait. It's two and a half 
hours of Angelina Jolie sobbing over her 
missing son, fighting the corrupt LAPD, get- 
ting tossed into an insane asylum, and look- 
ing very stylish in a cloche hat, red lipstick, 
and fur-collared coat 

2.8 (akane 





FOUR CHRISTMASES 

Surviving Christmas, Christmas With the 
Kranks, Deck the Halls, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas, Jingle All the Way, Fred Claus, 
Christmas in Wonderland... now this lame 
Reese Witherspoon/Vince Vaughn comedy 
takes its place in the pantheon of lousy holi- 
day movies. 

KK 


MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 

It's a little top-heavy with celebrity voices 
and the computer-generated camera moves 
are a little too shallowly “dazzling,” but there 
are enough clever gags lurking around the 
edges to make this a painless night out with 
the kids. 

Kk 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

It's 2008, and apparently it’s just not fun 
being James Bond anymore: Daniel Craig’s 
007 is one grim, joyless secret agent, and his 


TO PLAY JOAN JETT IN A MOVIE ABOUT THE SEMINAL ALL-GIRL ROCK BAND THE RUNAWAYS 


latest adventure is the biggest downer in the 
series’ history. 
Kok kw ry 


RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 


This absolutely 


sublime ensemble drama 
addict 


starring Anne Hathaway as a drug 


attending her sister's wedding is a w 





return to form for director Jonathan Demme, 


whose optimistic vision of a multicultural 
America, embrace of humanity in all its 


flaws 
laws, 


and love of great music have never 
been more evident 
Ok Ik 
THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES 
Honey-coated whimsy about a runaway girl 


in 1964 North Carolina who finds a home 
with a trio of nurturing African sisters. The 
facial politics are a bit cloying, but director 
Gina Prince-Bythewood has her heart in the 
right place and the actresses 
chemistry together. 

Kk KY 





have genuine 


TRANSPORTER 3 

Trash, but enjoyably fast-moving trash, with 
a healthy sense of its own ridiculousness. 
Anda healthy number of scenes where Jason 
Statham takes his shirt off 

Kk ky 


TWILIGHT 

Unevenly paced and often awkwardly acted, 
this movie version of Stephenie Meyer's 
teen-vampire novel nevertheless has enough 


swoony romance to win over the 12-year-old | 
girls in the audience — or the inner 12-year- 


old in the moms accompanying them to the 
theatre. 
KAI TY 


ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 


The mixture of raunchy, scatological humour | 


and sentimental romance recalls Judd Apa- 
tow, but the clumsy directing and screen- 


writing mark this likable but lazy comedy | 


as a Kevin Smith creation through and 
through. 
kk 
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The Boy in The 
Striped Pajamas 





Nightly 
7:00 & 9:00pm 


Saturday & 
Sunday 
maTiNEES @ 2:00 pm 


RATED 14A 


MATURE THEME * DISTURBING CONTENT 





visit us online at 
magiclanterntheatres.co 


ae 


Rachel Getting 
| Married 
¢ tion ih oe ca —- Nightly 
| 9:15pm 
j { WHA Saturday & 
: Sunday 
ky JUST wannees @ 3:30 pm 
A 


RATED 144 


What Just lenened 
Nightly 


mannees @ 6:50 pm & 9:00pm 





Saturday & 
Sunday 


Nees @ 2:00 pm 





144 





Tell No One 
Nightly 

6:45 
Saturday & 


Sunday 
matinces @ 1:00 pm 


RATED 144 


NO (INE 


MoT R TER Sune 









Wa Res RTE 
MATA 








10337 - 


~~ Richard Corliss 


“ENTHRALLING: ‘ 


Newsweek. 


David Ansen 


“IT’S EPIC. 
SHAMELESSLY ENTERTAINING” 


Che New York Eimes 


“ ‘AUSTRALIA’ IS A 


TESTAMENT TO MOVIE 
AT ITS MOST DEVOUT.” 


Chicago Sen-imes 
“EXHILARATING. 


NICOLE 
KIDMAN 


A 


stray 


NOW PLATING 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS - ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 








NE 


If Only Had A Heart | Nicole Kidman's performance in Australia reminds David Edelstein 


Wizard of Oz. PHOTO BY DAVID FISHER 


& 






(hilariously!) of the Tin Man from The 


THIS WEEK: MORE HILARIOUS 
PANS OF AUSTRALIA 


Dana Stevens, Slate | “Luhrmann's dedication 
to cliche has become so absolute, it starts to 
verge ona kind of genius. There's not a single 
music cue that isn't obvious (swelling strings 
to indicate heartbreak, wailing didgeridoo 
to signal aboriginal nobility). Nary a line of 
dialogue is spoken that hasn't been boiled 
down, like condensed milk, from a huge 
vat of earlier Hollywood films (Gone With 
the Wind, The Wizard of Oz, Out of Africa, 
and various John Ford cattle-drive pictures 
being the most obvious referents). But to 
marvel at the purity of Australia's corniness 
Isn't to imply that the movie functions as 
so-bad-it’s-good camp, or guilty pleasure, 
or anything else involving aesthetic enjoy- 
ment. Audiences without a vast appetite for 
racial condescension, CGI cattle, and backlit 





smooches will sit through Australia with all 
the enthusiasm of the British convicts who 
were shipped to that continent against their 
will in the late 18th century.” 


Marilyn Ferdinand, Ferdy on Film| “In the end, the 
most actively offensive element of Australia 
is its affectation of historical seriousness — 
including solernn opening and closing titles 
— in dealing with the Stolen Generations of 
Aboriginal children of mixed blood who were 
removed from their parents and placed into 
state care. After the leering caricatures of the 
early scenes, Luhrmann's pretences to racial 
sensitivity and harmonizing are already sus- 
pect. King George is a witch doctor, and Nul- 
lah has inherited his powers and stops first a 
cattle stampede and then a bullet by using 
The Force, or something. What exactly does 
this Super-Duper Magical Negro shit have 
to do with the Stolen Generations? Philip 


Noyce's Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002) \, 
teally a good film — it was shallow ang 
duced its protagonists to simplistic Moppe 
to ensure our concern — but at least it wa; 
this. | know people who are descended f;,,, 
great Top End cattle barons and Aboyig\, 
elders. Any of their stories deserve to be {y 
for real. This film is called Australia nit 
involves an important episode in our histo, 
but in the end, it’s all nothing but a prop ¢ 
Luhrmann's ego." 


David Edelstein, New York | “I've always acm 
Nicole Kidman’s gumption in working 

to overcome a certain temperamenta 
ness — but that tightness has now sp 
to her skin. In one scene, she halting! 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow’ to 
phaned half-caste; but watching th 
immovable forehead, | thought of ar 
bit from The Wizard of Oz: ‘Oiiil caaan 
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S712 109 STREET © 4330728 


THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS PG 
FreThurs 7:00, 9:00, Sat & Sun 2:00. Mature themes, dstrbing content 





10337 -82 AVENUE © 4330728 
14a 


TELL NO ONE 

Nightly 6:45; Sot & Sun matinees 1:00 
Violence, coarse language, nudity. Co 
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 14A 
Nightly 9:15; Sat & Sun mafinees 3:30. Coarse language, mature themes. 


WHAT JUST HAPPENED 4A 
Nightly 6:50, 9:00; Sot & Sun mafinees 2:00. Coorse languge, violence. 


___205 Main Sreet, Spruce Grove © 962: 2332 as 
AUSTRALIA PG 
Nightly 7:30; mofiness Sat Sun & Tues 1:30. Violence, longuoge may 
a ee P 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Nightly 6:50, 9:10; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 12:45, 3:05. Crude content, 
lenguoge may offend, 

TRANSPORTER 3 

Nightly 7:10, 9:25; matiness Sat Sun & Tues 1:10, 3:20. ¥ 
BOLT G 
Nightly 7:00, 9:05; matinees Sot Sun & Tyes 1:00, 3:00. i 
TWILIGHT PG 
Nightly 6:45, 9:20; mofinees Sat Sun & Tues 12:55, 3:30. Violence. 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

Ny 705, 9:0; tines SoS Tos 12503510, 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 

Nightly 6:55, 9:00; matinees Sot Sun & Tues 1:05, 3:15. 





14A 


VA 


9828-1014 AVENUE (ZEIDLER WALL, CTADEL THEATRE) © 4259212 


ESPA PRESENTS: WHAT WOULD JESUS BUY? W/WORKERS 
OF THE WORLD RELAX STC 
Thues 7:00 & 9:00 at k 
JULES ET JIM : STC 
Fri & Tues 7:00; Sot & Mon 9:00. 

THE 400 BLOWS STC 
Fri 8 Tues 9:00: Sot & Mon 7:00; Su 9:30. 

Ic si 
Sun 7:00. 











GRANDIN THEATRE 
GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE, ST. ALBERT © 4589822. 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 14A 
Daly 1:15, 3:20, 5:20, 720,920. Sa « 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 6 
Daily 12:55, 2:55, 4:40, 6:30. 











MA 





PG 
Doily 12:30, 2:15, 4:05, 5:55, 7:45, 9:35. Languoge may offend. Crude 
cote _ E 
TWILIGHT PG 
Dolly 1:30, 4:15, 6:45, 9:10. Violence, 








BOLT G 
Daily 1:00, 3:05, 5:00, 6:55, 8:50. 


x 


Scotiabank 


<= M10250 Sti tee # 9862728 | 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
Nightly 7:00, 9:35; matinees Sat & Sun 1:10, 3:35. 
AUSTRALIA 
Nightly 6:30, 9:25; matinees Sat & Sun 12:30, 3:25. _ 
TWILIGHT 
Nightly 6:55, 9:30; mafinees Sat & Sun 12:55, 3:30. _ 
BOLT 
Highty 7:00, 9:20; matinees Sot & Sun 1:00, 3:20. 


WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 
_____ 3840-56, Wetuskawin © 352.3922 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
Nighy 7:00, 9:25; matinee Sat/Sun 1:00, 3:25, 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:15; mofine Sat/Sun 1:05, 3:15. 
TWILIGHT PG 
Nighy 6:55, 9:35; matinee Sat/Sun 12:55, 3:35, 
Bolt G 
Nighty 7:10, 9:25; matinee Sot/Sun 1:00, 3:25 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


3 ___ 152599 Street © 436-8585 _ 

PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 

FreThurs 12:20, 3:20, 6:30, 9:30. Gory sonees, brutal violence 2 

CHAKK DE PHATTE (IN PUNJABI) sTc 

FreThrus 1:00, 5:00, 9:20. t ees 1) 

FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 

FreMon, Wed-Thurs 12:10, 12:50, 2:40, 3:40, 5:00, 6:50, 7:50, 9:40, 

10:30; Tues 12:10, 2:40, 3:40, 5:00, 6:50, 7:50, 9-40, 10:30; Tues 

1-00. No passes. Longuoge may offend, crude content, 

AUSTRALIA PG 

FreThuss 2:00, 6:30, 8:00, 10:00. Violenco, language may offend. No 

Pen 

TRANSPORTER 3 

FreThurs 1:10, 4:20, 7:15, 10:10. a 

BOLT G 

FreThus 1:20, 3:50; FreThurs 12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 950. 

TWILIGHT PG 

FreThurs 12:30, 1:15, 3:30, 4:40, 6:40, 7:10, 7:30, 9:50, 10:30, 

Violence. 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

FreThurs 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 7-10, 10:00, 10:05. 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA ¢ 

FreMon, Wed Thurs 11:50, 1:40, 2:20, 4:10, 4:30, 6:45, 9:15; Tues 

11:50, 2:20, 4:10, 4:30, 6:45, 9:15; Tues 1:00. 

ROLE MODELS 

Fh 1:45, 445, 745, 1018. Conse lange, owe cnet 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 18A 

FreThurs 1:30, 4:45, 7:45, 10:20. 

Crude content, sexuol content, coarse lanquage. 

CHANGELING 

FrtSun-Thurs 12:40, 3:45, 6:50, 10:15; Sat 3:45, 6:50, 10:15. 
NORTH EDMONTON 

; 14231-137th Avenue # 732-2223 

PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 

Fre-Thurs 12:10, 5:00, 8:00, 10:40. Gory scenes, brutal violenco. = 

FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 

FreThurs 12:20, 1:40, 3:00, 4:00, 5:10, 6:40, 7:30, 9:10, 10:05. 

Languoge may offend, crude content. No passes, 
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Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton’ 
with IMAX*’ 


SHOWTIMES DECEMBER 4-10, 2008 


AUSTRALIA PG 
FreThurs 2:30, 6:20, 9:00, 10:00. Violence, language may offend. 
TRANSPORTER 3 14A 
Frethurs 2:00, 4:50, 7:55, 10:35. a 
BOLT G 
FrtMon, Wed-Thurs 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45; Tues 4:30, 6:45; FreThurs 
12:40, 2:50, 5:20, 7:45. 10:10; Toes 1:00. 
TWILIGHT PG 
FreThurs 12:30, 1:30, 3:30, 4:20, 6:30, 7:20, 9:20, 10:20. Violence. 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 14A 
FreThurs 12:15, 1:10, 2:40, 3:50, 5:15, 6:50, 7:50, 9:30, 10:30. 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA G 
FreThurs 12:10, 1:00, 3:10, 5:30, 7:40, 9:50. 

ROLE MODELS 14A 
FreMon, WedThurs 1:50, 4:40, 7:10, 9:40; Tues 4:40, 7:10, 9:40; Tues 
1:00. Coarse language, crude content. ¥ 
ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 18A 
FréThurs 4:10, 10:15. Crude content, sexual content, coorse language. _ 
CHANGELING 14 
FreWed 12:50, 7:00; Thurs 12:50. 


CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS 
_3RO FLOOR PHASE, 10) st, & 102 VE © 421-7020 
AUSTRALIA PG 
FreThurs 12:30, 3:55, 7:10. Language may fend, violence. No passes. 
TWILIGHT PG 
FreThuss 12:40, 3:3, 6:30, 9:10. Violence Fe 


BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D = ¢ 
Faiths 12:45, 3:25, 7:00, 9:15. 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
FreThurs 12:50, 3:20, 6:40, 9:20 











FOUR CHRISTMASES ii PG 
Fores, Thus 12:55, 3:15, 6:50, 9:25; Wed 12:55, 315, 9:25 
Longuoge may offend, crude content 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 
FreThus 1:00, 3:45, 6:45, 9:30. Gry scenes, brutal ven. 
TRANSPORTER 3 
Fi, Sun, TuesThurs 1:10, 3:50, 6:25, 9:00; Sot Mon 7:00, 9:20, 
THE ADVENTURES OF PINOCCHIO (OPERA) 
SorSun 1:00 

CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 

4217-139TH AVENUE © 472-7600 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA G 
fii, Mon-Thurs 4:15, 6:40, 8:50; SotSun 2:00, 4:15, 6:40, 8:50, 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
fri, Mon Thurs 4:10, 6:50, 9:30; SotSun 1:30, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30 
TWILIGHT PG 
Fri, Mon Thurs 3:50, 4:20, 6:30, 7:00, 9:10, 9:35; SorSun 110, 1:40, 
4:50, 4:20, 6:30, 7:00, 9:10, 9:35. Violence. 

















4A 





Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:25, 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:25, 4:25, 7:10, 9:45. 
Gory scenes, brutal violence. 

WESTMOUNT CENTRE CINEMAS 
£ __TIVAVENUE 8 GROAT ROAD ® 455-8726 
TWILIGHT PG 

Fri Mon-Thurs 6:50, 9:25; SatSun 12:45, 3:35, 6:40, 9:25. Violence. 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 7:15, 9:45; SoFSun 1:05, 3:15, 7:15, 9:45. Longuoge 
may offend, crude content 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 7:00, 9:35; SotSun 1:15, 3:45, 7:00, 9:35 
TRANSPORTER 3 14A 
fri, Mon-Thurs 6:50, 9:15; SatSun 12:55, 3:25, 6:50, 9:15. 
SCOTIABANK THEATRE 
WEST EDMONTON MALL © 8882-170 STREET » 444-2400 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 
FieThrs 12:50, 3:50, 7:10, 10:00. Gory scenes, brto violence, 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
FreTues, Thurs 12:10, 1:10, 2:40, 3:40, 5:10, 6:40, 7:40, 9:10, 10:10; 
Wed 12:10, 2:40, 3:40 5:10, 6:40, 7:40, 9:10, 10:10; Wed 1:00 
Language may offend, crude content. No passes. 
AUSTRALIA PG 
freThurs 12:20, 4:10, 8:00. Violence, language may offend. 
TRANSPORTER 3 
FreThucs 1:40, 4°45, 7:45,10°20. 
BolT G 
FriThurs 12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 9:40; Wed 4:50, 7:20, 9:40; Wed 
iis eee 3 
TWILIGHT PG 
FriThurs 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10:15; FreThurs 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30. 
Vile 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
FieThus 6:45, 9:45; FThus 1:30, 4:30, 7:90, 10:30. 


4A 
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QUARANTINE 18A 
FitSot 7:30, 10:05, 12:05; SunThurs 7:30, 10:05 Gory scenes 

BODY OF LIES 4A 
FreSot 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35, 12:10; SurThurs 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 
49,35. Coorse lanuoge, bral ven, 
ROCKNROLLA 14a 
FriSot 1:25, 4:35, 7:10, 9:50, 12:05; Sun-Thurs 1:25, 4:35, 7:10, 
9:50. Coarse language, violence eo 
NICK & NORAH'S INFINITE PLAYLIST PG 
FrrSat 9:25, 11:45; Sun-Thurs 9:25. Coarse language. . 
IGOR PG 
FreThurs 1:50, 4:05. 

LAKEVIEW TERRACE 14a 
FreSot 1:55, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55, 12:15; Sun-Thurs 1:55, 4:40, 7:20, 

9:55, Coorse languoge. = 

APPALOOSA 140 
FreSot 1:25, 4:05, 6:45, 9:20, 11:50; Sun Thurs 1:25, 4:05, 6:45 
9:20. 

BURN AFTER READING 14A 
FreSot 1:30, 4:25, 7:15, 9:30, 11:40; Sun-Thurs 1:30, 4:25, 7:15, 
9:30. Violence, coarse languoge. . 

THE DARK KNIGHT PG 
FreSat 1:10, 4:20, 7:40, 11:20; SumThurs 1:10, 4:20, 7:40. Violence 
fghteing scenes, not recommended for young dren, 

MAMMA MIA! PG 
FSot 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35, 11:55; SurThurs 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 
9:35. a 
WALL-E 

FreThurs 1:30, 4:30, 7:00. 


GALAXY CINEMAS 
2020 SHERWOOD DR,, SHERWOOD PARK. © 416-0150 


PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 18A 
Fri 3:45, 7:20, 10:00; SarSun 12:40, 3:45, 7:20, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 
7:20, 10:00. Gory scenes, brutal violence, = 




















MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA Fe 
FreThurs 1:00, 4:00. 

ROLE MODELS 

Fr, Sue Thus 12:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:50; Sat 4:20, 6:50, 9:50 

Coarse languoge, crude content, _ 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA G 
Imax FiiWed 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20; Thus 12:00, 2:20, 440, 
9:45, 
ZACK AND MIR MAKE A PORNO 
FiiWed 1:50, 5:00, 7:50, 10:30; Thurs 1:50, 10:30 

Gude content, sexual content, coarse language. = 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: DOCTOR ATOMIC ENCORE STC 
Sot 11:00. 





14a 





18A 








130 AVENUE & 50 STREET © 4729779 








NEY DIGITAL 3D ait ta & 
Fri, Mon Thurs 4:40, 7:05, 9:25; SatSun 2:10, 4:40, 7:05, 9:20. 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:00, 4:50, 6:45, 7:20, 9:00, 9:50; SatSun 1:20, 2:20, 
4:00, 4:50, 6:45, 7:20, 9:00, 9:50, Crude content, languoge may offend. 
AUSTRALIA PG 
Fri 4:30, 8:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:30, 8:00; Mon-Thurs 4:30, 8:00. 
Longuage may offend, violence. No passes. 

TRANSPORTER 3 

Fri, MoneThurs 4:45, 7:15, 9:40; SatSun 1:50, 4:45, 7:15, 9:40. 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 


BOLT IN DIGITAL 3 











14A 





18A 


THE HAUNTING OF MOLLY HARTLEY 14A 
FieSat 2:00, 4:50, 7;25,. 10200, 12:20; Sues 2:00, 4:50, 7:25, 
10:00. : 
PRIDE AND GLORY 14a 
FreThus 1:15, 4:00, 6:50, 9:40. Coorselanguog, viclence, nat econ 
rwended for children, 
MAX PAYNE 

FrtSot 1:55, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45, 12:00; SunThus 1:55, 4:45, 7:15, 
4S. Violence 








14A 
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FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Fri 4:15, 7:40, 10:10; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:15, 7:40, 10:10; Mon-Thurs 
7:40, 10:10. Languoye may offend, crude content. No passes. 
AUSTRALIA PG 
Fri 3:30, 8:00; SatSun 12:00, 3:30, 8:00; Mon-Thurs 8:00. 

Violence, language may offend. 

TRANSPORTER 3 14a 
Fri 4:30, 7:10, 9:50; SotSun 1:00, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 7°10, 
9:50. 

BOLT G 
Fri 4:00, 7:05, 9:40; SorSun 1:30, 4:00, 7:05, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 7:05, 
9:40. 

TWILIGHT PG 
Fri 4:40, 6:50, 7:30, 10:20; SotSuni 12:20, 1:10, 4:40, 6:50, 7:30. 
10:20; Mon-Thurs 6:50, 7:30, 10:20. Violence. = 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 14a 
Fri 4:10, 6:50, 9:20; SotSun 12:50, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thurs 6:40 
9:20. 

ROLE MODELS 14a 
fri 3:40, 6:30, 9:10; SotSun 12:10, 3:40, 6:30, 9:10; MonThurs 6:30, 
9:10. Coarse languoge, crude content. 5 



































FIRST NOVELS DON'T GET 
MORE DENSE, AMBITIOUS, 

OR ENGROSSING THAN LEE 
HENDERSON'S THE MAN GAME 





THEMAN GAME 
By Lee Henderson. Viking Canada. 518 pp. $32. 
KKK 


BOOKS PROFILE - DEADWOOD IN VANCOUVER? - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON )1309 woxs 


The Writer Gets Captured 








Hollywood legend has it that Alien 
was sold on the strength of a one- 
line pitch: “Jaws in space.” It’s easy 
to imagine The Man Game, the huge 
and wondrous debut novel from Lee 
Henderson, being sold in similar 
style: “Deadwood in Vancouver.” 
Like the now-cancelled HBO show, 
Henderson's book is chock full of 
_ wily prostitutes, take-no-shit bar- 
tenders, waves of Chinese immi- 
| grants sent up from San Francisco, 
Band generally fuzzy notions of law 
and history. Both are also beauti- 
fully written, with unlikely amounts 
of poetry scattered amidst waves 
and waves of cursing. Instead of 
drunk, violent cowboys, however, 
The Man Game has drunk, violent 
umberjacks. Instead of spurs, they 
; wear flannel. 
Written over nine years, Hender- 
; son's book recounts the imagined 
) history of the “man game” — a sport 
that’s part Greco-Roman wrestling, 
part ballroom dancing, part bar 
brawl — which takes the young Ca- 
nadian city by storm in 1886. The 
cast balloons into the dozens, but at 


the centre are Molly Erwagen and 





ier paralyzed husband Sammy, who 


arrive in Vancouver just as a massive 


forest fire threatens to swallow the 
city whole. 

An ex-vaudeville performer and 
current housewife, Molly senses a 
business opportunity in the working- 
class loggers, who have no entertain- 
ment available to them aside from 
the usual opium, whiskey, and pros- 
titutes. Behind her husband’s back, 
she recruits and trains two disgraced 
lumberjacks as the game's first play- 
ers, and together they set out to bring 
some culture to the barbaric west. 

SEE recently woke Henderson up 
while on a retreat as part of the Cal- 
gary Writers’ Festival. He spoke to us 
over the telephone. He didn’t get out 
of bed. 


SEE Magazine: The Man Game is 
set in late 19th-century Vancouver, 
amidst anti-Chinese riots and the 
great fire of 1886, which nearly de- 
Stroyed the city the same year it was 
incorporated. How much of this his- 
tory did you know before starting the 
book? 

Lee Henderson: To be quite hon- 
est, I knew very little. It was a matter 
Of taking the small bit I did know and 
Just running with it. I knew about the 
fire, and 1 knew the city was fairly 
young. I knew that it had a worthy 
history, because I'd read the litera- 





ture that's come out of it — books like 


[Sky Lee's] Disappearing Moon Café 
and [Wayson Choy’s] Jade Peony 
But I didn’t know the real details all 
that well, and I didn’t quite under- 
stand what led to the riots 

SEE: The copyright page ac- 
knowledges J.S. Matthews, the city’s 
first archivist, but you're subvert- 
ing history as much as retelling it 
How faithful have you been to the 
real facts? 

LH: The character John Clough — 


the one-armed drunk, poundkeeper, 





lamplighter, and prison warden — is 
a true figure from history. And R.H 
Alexander is a real character, owner 
and manager of the Hastings Mill 
Obviously I took great liberties at 
the same time. | have a hard time 
trying to describe when I started to 
subvert it and when it’s part of real 
history. To me, the city was the back- 
drop on a set of a play. It has to be 
real enough to convince you to watch 
the play, but no more than that. The 
purpose of this book wasn't histori- 
cal accuracy — it wasn't to create a 
document that kept history under a 





I] went on Wikipedia to see if the 
typo was actually there. It was, and 
then I fixed it. Should I have not 
done that? 

LH: [Laughs.] That's exactly what 
you're supposed to do. Now the next 
interviewer is going to be like, “Why 
did you put that spelling mistake 
in there?” and I'll have to explain 
myself. 

SEE: The man game itself is a 


1 Write About Lumberjacks, And I'm Okay | Lee Henderson's The Man Game is a bold, brawling Canadian masterpiece. PHOTO BY MIA CUNNINGHAM 


I don’t want to draw too much of a 
parallel, but | saw each move of the 
game as being a letter in a piece of 
graffiti. Most people would be like, 
“That's impossible that's a letter. I 
don’t see it at all.” They don't see the 
code, the conversation behind it. The 
language of the game had to be as 
dazzling, even if it didn’t make any 
sense 

SEE: You started working on the 





“THIS BOOK IS HUGE!’ I THOUGHT. ‘NO ONE’S GOING TO WANT TO READ 
THIS.’ [HAD A NIGHT LYING IN BED, JUST THINKING I WAS 
SINKING INTO SOME KIND OF ABYSS OF FOOLISHNESS. SO I CHUCKED IT — 
I WOKE UP THE NEXT DAY AND STARTED AGAIN.” 





bell jar. It was far more important for 
me to be interrogating history, ques- 
tioning it and questioning the role of 
the fiction writer in history. 

SEE: That reminds me of the 
Wikipedia quote that opens one of 
the chapters — from an entry on Chi- 
nook jargon, which is used through- 
out the book. There's a typo in the 
entry, and that seems somehow em- 
blematic of your story: ‘it's not note- 
perfect, but there’s something larger 
being conveyed. 

LH: Exactly. | like putting a Wiki- 
pedia entry in there. I liked that it 
was misspelled, too. We all know 
how Wikipedia is created. For all you 
know, I wrote that entry. 

SEE: I should confess that af- 
ter reading that quote in the book, 
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mix of a bunch of different things, 
including boxing, wrestling, danc- 
ing, as well as some moves that are 
physically impossible. How do you 
define it? 

LH: Usually I describe it the way 
you just said, but on another level | 
thought of it as — and I’m a bit hesi- 
tant to say this, because it sounds 
kind of goofy — a graffiti over his- 
tory. It’s like when you go down to 
Gastown in Vancouver. You see these 
walls that are 110 years old, the old- 
est walls in the city, and they're cov- 
ered in graffiti. You have this sense 
of a language that's been put through 
acrobatics — most people who look 
at really accomplished graffiti can’t 
make heads or tails of what letters 
are there. It's like a hidden cipher. 


book in 1999, and only finished in 
January of this year. Can you tell me 
about the writing process? 

LH: I knew I wanted to do the 
drawings [that accompany descrip- 
tions of each new move], so it start- 
ed with that. I kind of knew what 
the story was going to be, but I’m 
not the kind of writer who puts too 
much planning ahead of the writing 
itself. The challenge with a histori- 
cal novel is, first, how much histori- 
cal stuff did I need? I didn’t know. It 
was trial and error. Scene to scene, | 
didn’t really know what was going to 
happen. I wrote this whole 75-page 
prologue about Toronto, Sammy and 
Molly's First Nations live-in helper. 
Even when I was writing it, I knew 
it wouldn't go in the book. So by the 





time 2003 rolled around, I had writ- 
ten — not including this prologue — 
250 pages. The first man game had 
just happened, 250 pages in. I looked 
at it, and thought, “That's the end 
of Act I. This book is huge! Drasti- 
cally huge! No one’s going to want to 
read this.” I had a night lying in bed, 
just thinking I was sinking into some 
kind of abyss of foolishness. So I 
chucked it — I woke up the next day 
and started again. 

SEE; It's a long, dense, ambitious, 
historical novel — not something you 
expect from a first-time novelist. 
Were there moments where you felt 
you'd flown too close to the sun? 

LH: Yeah, definitely. It's personal 
ambition. | wouldn't say it's anything 
other than that. You could take the 
easy road with a debut, and draw 
from your own domestic life, grow- 
ing up and all that — and there are lots 
of great first novels about that. But 
that's never going to be my interest. 
I felt a certain responsibility to take 
the novel as an opportunity to dis- 
cuss the world that I saw around me, 
and through my own attitudes, with 
humour thrown into it. The prob- 
lem with writing is that one minute 
your little wax wings are melting off, 
and the next you're pumping your 
fists in the air, thinking you’ve won 
the Stanley Cup. It’s almost minute 
to minute — grave insecurity, and 
then ridiculous egomania, one after 
the other. 
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AUTHOR INTERVIEW - THE JOY(STICKS) OF SEX - BY RAMIN OSTAD 1.262 wores 


Pornography On Your PlayStation? 





- PORN & PONG AUTHOR DAMON 
BROWN SAYS IT’S NO ACCIDENT 
VIDEOGAMES AND SMUT 
EVOLVED TOGETHER 





PORN & PONG: HOW GRAND THEFT AUTO, TOMB 
RAIDER, AND OTHER SEX GAMES CHANGED OUR 
CULTURE 

By Damon Brown. Feral House. 230 pp. S16 

Ke KH 


The first thing freelance journalist 
Damon Brown admits is that an en- 
tire book about porn and videogames 
is kind of an awkward sell. Most peo- 
ple don’t think those two industries 


have much in common, but over his 
years covering sex and technology 
for Playboy and the New York Post, 
he learned that that assumption was 
wrong. For one thing, the modern 
porn and videogame industries both 
started around the same time, in the 
early ’70s, both grew into billion- 
dollar operations, and both of them 
have irrevocably changed North 
American culture. Or at least, that's 
the thesis of Brown's new book, Porn 
& Pong: How Grand Theft Auto, 
Tomb Raider, and Other Sex Games 
Changed Our Culture. 

Brown spoke to SEE recently 
about his book, what the phrase 
“modern technology” really means, 
and how society need a serious shift 
in perspéctive. 


SEE Magazine: The book covers the 
porn and videogame industries from 
1972-2008, and in those 35 years, 
the standards of what society deems 
appropriate in terms of sexuality 
has greatly changed. How has that 
shift affected the way sexuality is 
approached in games? For example, 
you talk a lot about Tomb Raider and 
Leisure Suit Larry, and over time the 
former became less about sexuality 
and the latter became more about 
gratuitous sexuality. 

Damon Brown: Well, to a certain 
extent. I think that's an interesting 


comparison. One thing I found when 
I talked to the creator of Leisure Suit 
Larry, Al Lowe, he didn’t intend it to 
be a sexual game, but actually just a 
funny game. His blueprint was Blaz- 
ing Saddles, you know? He wanted 
to do the Blazing Saddles of videog- 
ames, which he came pretty close 
to doing. And so sexuality, just like 
a fart joke around a campfire, ended 
up being the medium for that. As you 
look at the Lara Croft chapter of the 
book, you see that parallel as well, 


these videogames were a big part of 
what was wrong with society, even 
though that same year the Electronic 
Software Association said that the 
average videogame consumer was 
in their 30s. So there’s definitely 
a disconnect between those two 
things. I don’t think that's making 
it easier for designers to step up and 
say, “Oh yeah, I want to have sex in 
my videogames.” 

SEE: Your books also covers parts 
of pop culture that have user input 


IF YOU WANT TO KNOW WHERE TECHNOLOGY IS GOING, 
FOLLOW PORN. I THINK THERE'S A NATURAL NEED FOR 
US TO GO AHEAD AND SEXUALIZE THINGS. 


where [creator] Toby Gard did not 
imagine Lara Croft sexually. She was 
just this cool, badass woman who 
shoots guns, goes on adventures, and 
plays Indiana Jones. So you see kind 
of a denial, originally, of including a 
sexual element. 

1 think what does not help is this 
lack of acknowledgment, at least in 
America, that videogames are be- 
coming sexualized, and that games 
are not just for kids anymore. I mean, 
before she was taken out of the run- 
ning, Hilary Clinton used Grand 


' Theft Auto as her soapbox. Back in 


2005, she made Grand Theft Auto a 
big part of her platform, saying that 


in them, like reality TV shows, and 
games like The Sims. And it seems 
like the more people got their hands 
on them, the more those games 
and shows became sexualized. Do 
you feel like there’s a need for us to 
sexualize things, and to push sexual 
boundaries? 

DB: Definitely. One of the patterns 
I mention in the introduction, a cli- 
ché, is if you want to know where 
technology is going, follow porn. | 
think there's a natural need for us 
to go ahead and sexualize things. I 
think it’s particularly exciting for 
us to do that with technology just 
because it really extends our reach. 


If you're in a long-distance relatio; 
ship, then you can use the interne; 
or Skype to talk over the interne; 
for free. You can use webcams to do 
something erotic with your partne; 
New technologies are almost like e, 
tra appendages for us — they kind of 
extend our reach. As the world gets 
smaller, | think technology is going 
to become a huge part of our sexual 
ity, just out of necessity. 

SEE: But before the Internet, ou; 
sexuality wasn't exactly being tram 
pled on. Some would say that revo 
lution started in the 60s. So what 
is it about technology that allows 
our sexual expression to explode in 
that way? ; 

DB: Well, actually, it goes back 
much further. It all depends on how 
you define technology. If we go back 
a century ago, many of the first moy 
ies were actually blue or stag films 
They may have been two or three 
minutes long, black and white, and 
no sound. It could be a couple making 
out, or a woman showing her breasts 
or a little leg, or what have you. This 
was really the first opportunity for 
us to really see other people having 
sex. If you think about it, we really 
couldn't see it before that in an ani 
mated way. 

Before that there was the printing 
press, and pornography was avail- 
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From Moosonee To New York City 


JOSEPH BOYDEN’S CHAR- 
ACTERS HUNT ON JAMES BAY, 
MODEL IN THE BIG CITY, AND 
HEAL THROUGH STORYTELLING 





THROUGH BLACK SPRUCE 
By Joseph Boyden. Viking. 360 pp. $34 
tok bk 





Joseph Boyden'’s Giller Prize-winning 
new novel Through Black Spruce is 
just as much about storytelling as it 
is about the stories told. Annie Bird, 
having just returned from a tortu- 
ous and predominantly unsuccessful 
quest to find her missing model sis- 
ter, tells her story to her unconscious 
uncle Will Bird in a hospital room 
in Moose Factory, Ont. Presumably 
from that same room, but in an al- 
ternate, comatose world — a place 
where “there is no more embarrass- 
ment” — Will speaks to his nieces 
about his own incriminating history. 
Like Annie, Will finds a space be- 
yond judgment, beyond supposition, 
where he is able to tell the incredible 
stories that haunt his soul. 

“I wanted to express the idea of 
how important oral tradition is,” ex- 
plains Boyden from a Toronto hotel 
room, “the healing power behind 


confessing to your loved ones your 
life and not holding it back. When 
you have nothing left, it’s a very pow- 
erful medicine.” 

Annie's search begins when her 
friend Eva wins big in bingo; they 
take a celebratory trip to Toronto — 
Annie’s first time away from James 
Bay. In the big city, she meets a com- 
munity of evasive Aboriginals who 
seem to know her sister Suzanne. 
They live on the streets, and — albeit 
in a metropolitan way — off the land, 


“hunting birds on the lakeshore and 
_begging urbanites for blankets and 


Perrier. Annie partakes in a feast of 
roasted goose and sparkling water 
under a highway overpass. “This 
tastes different than goose back 
home,” she reflects, wishing she had 
some salt. 

From Toronto, Annie follows a 
lead to Montreal, where she meets 
her lookalike sister's modelling agent 
and picks up a modelling gig of her 
own. Suzanne's friends sweep Annie 
into their glamourous circle of wine, 
fashion, clubbing, and ecstasy. The 
latest rumours of Suzanne's where- 
abouts take Annie to New York City, 
where, through a string of perilous 
connections, she lands a chic, rent- 
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free apartment. 

“I just had to go where she wanted 
to go,” says Boyden of his young pro- 
tagonist, “and some of those places 
are very foreign to me — Manhattan 


-and the fashion world — so it was 


kind of interesting to try to express 
her journey in the written word.” 

But Boyden does have some ex- 
perience with the world Annie slips 
into. “I was quite the wild one when 
I was younger,” he admits. “I did 
plenty of whatever Annie has done 
in the novel. And my wife Amanda 
is a former model. I also joke that 
I had seven older sisters, so ... I’m 
trying to work around the trauma 
of being dressed up as a girl and 
having makeup applied to me from 
a small age.” 

Annie shares the textual stage with 
her uncle Will, the narrative alter- 
nating between her voice and his. 
“With Will and Annie,” says Boyden, 
“I much more strongly connect with 
Will’s character. I love the bush and 
the idea of having to flee into the 
bush has always fascinated me.” 

After suffering horrific threats 
and violent attacks from his rival, 
Marius Netmaker, fear overtakes 
Will in his hometown of Moosonee. 





Spruce. PHOTO COURTESY OF VIKING CANADA 

An obsessive jogger, he keeps up 
his morning ‘runs, but now he goes 
out “like a soldier, rifle strapped on 
[his] back.” Ultimately, Will decides 
to kill Marius and take off into the 
desolate bush. 

Boyden’s ending, in which the Bird 
family reunites at Will's father's old 
hunt camp, verges on deus ex machi- 
na. And the concluding scene is just a 


Let's Hear It For The Boyden | Less than a month ago, author Joseph Boyden won the Gl Prize for is novel Trough lack 





bit too precious. The reader remains 
caught up in the gnarled branches of 
the novel while the Birds enjoy their 
sandwiches on the bay. 

But, to be fair, Will has already 
warned us that stories are never 4 
neat as we would like them to be. 
“Fucking stories,” he gripes. “Twist- 
ed things that come out no matter 
how we want them.” 
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MORE INFORMATION THAN YOU REQUIRE 
‘By John Hodgman. Riverhead Books. 368 pp. $27.50 
O .0.0.87 





Like many nerdy people with noth- 
ing better to do at midnight but 
watch The Daily Show, | fell in love 
with John Hodgman during his first 
‘guest appearance opposite Jon Stew- 
art, plugging his first compendium 
of fake trivia, The Areas of My Ex- 
‘pertise. Clad in a jacket the colour 
sof a Graham cracker, wearing cheap 
glasses and a cheaper haircut, Hodg- 
man provided an absolutely deadpan 
account of the “Great Hobo Wars” 
of 1932, when the vast hobo army 
briefly occupied the White House 
and installed one of their own, Hobo 
Joe Junkpan, as Secretary of the 
Treasury. According to Hodgman, 
American currency from that time 


bore Hobo Joe's signature — “which 
is really just a picture of a bird wear- 
ing a hat.” 

Following that appearance, North 
American comedy fans came down 
with an acute case of Hodgmania: the 
tubby comic became a regular con- 
tributor to The Daily Show, giving 
Similarly nonsensical but authorita- 
tive-sounding primers on everything 
from lice to hurricanes, and achieved 
Pop culture immortality starring in a 
long-running series of commercials 
for Macintosh computers (in which, 
Paradoxically, his bumbling “PC” 
character came off as much more 
likable than the product the ads were 
actually selling). 

Hodgman devotes a chapter in his 
*w book More Information Than 
You Require to outlining his top pri- 
®nites for his newly acquired enor- 


“BOOK REVIEW « MOLE-MEN! - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK (618 words 


I'm An Almanac, And I’m A PC 





Just The Factoids, Ma’am | John Hodgman ferrets out the truth in More Information Than You Require. PHOTO BY JAN COBB 


mous wealth. (They include building 
a dolphin sanctuary, “no more com- 
puters turning evil,” and financing a 
feature-film version of the TV series 
The Adventures of Brisco County, 
Jr.) But money doesn’t seem to have 
changed Hodgman; he's still the same 
(possibly insane) nerd he ever was 
obsessively compiling lists of the 
nine American presidents who had 
hooks for hands, ranking the various 
poker hands (according to Hodgman, 


a royal flush is the same as a straight 


flush, “only the cards are made of 
velvet”), and providing instructions 
on how to foretell the future with a 
pig’s spleen, complete with a helpful 
“twelve-month spleencast.” Along 
the way, we also get accounts of Wil- 
liam S. Burroughs’ 1973 appearance 
on Match Game, a list of the seven 
portals into the hollow earth, and 
the news that “A baby that is born 
with teeth will be a financial suc- 
cess ... EVEN WHILE HE IS STILL 
A BABY.” 

Reading 350 pages of this stuff 
does. get a little exhausting — es- 
pecially since the book is so full of 
footnotes, sidebars, and tables that 
a Dr. Bronner’s soap wrapper looks 
readable by comparison. My stamina 
flagged a little during the 50-page 
section about the mole-men whom 
Hodgman claims live at the centre 
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of the Earth (complete with a list of 
700 notable mole-men throughout 
history and their occupations), but 
I suppose the chapter's ridiculous 
length is part of the joke 

And in a time when books by pop 
ular comedians typically consist of 
barely more than 200 wide-margined 
pages more padded out than a Ralph 
Klein political science essay, you've 
got to give Hodgman credit for pack- 
ing extra jokes into every available bit 


of white space. He can’t even leave 





HODGMAN'S LIST OF “THE ELEVEN PROVINCES OF CANADA” INCLUDES 
QUEBEC, BEFORE CHRIST, AND “THE MYSTERIOUS FLOATING PLATEAU 
OF HOHOQ,” AKA “AR,” AKA “PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.” 





the inside of the dust jacket blank — 
not when it's the perfect place to put 


his “Taxonomy of Complete World | 


Knowledge.” (Local readers will 
appreciate his list of “The Eleven 
Provinces of Canada,” including 
Quebec, Before Christ, and “The 
Mysterious Floating Plateau of 
Hohog, aka ‘Ar,’ aka ‘Prince Edward 


Island.’”) 


Have I quoted enough of the | 


punchlines for you yet? (And have 
I mentioned how hard | laughed at 
how he illustrates an entry on Aaron 
Burr with a picture of Chewbacca, 
and an item about Martin Van Bu- 
ren with a photo of Doctor Who?) 
Believe me: there's thousands more 
where those came from. More Infor- 
mation Than You Require contains 
more jokes than most humans can 
comprehend. 





PONG & PORN (cont'd from pg. 40) 








able on those. That patterr 
AlIZe ays been there. I think 
be ased many tir 
the past 40 years, just b user 
people i 1 techr 
rm ay | In " 
he tir itenbe I 
pé ‘ ; 
tk you cou lo i l 1 
r ta sudd vatcl 
I ” stea } 
7 
r We ing n 
tl ircade iends. I 
in iden ded 
" t 1 think 
udd CO! 
and | could make pornograph 
1 
) ), t 1 € 
l of hat I 
now that we didn’t have in human 
history 
SEE: Something you mention 
early on is how, after the Lara Croft 
haracter began posing ir magazines 


like Maxim, her unattainable appeal 
disappeared. Then, later on, you tall 
about the Maxim generation, which 
you describe as having a much great- 
er openness with sexuality, at least 
on the surface level, than the Play- 
boy generation. Is there a generation 
gap when it comes to new media and 
sexuality? 

DB: That's actually a really inter- 
esting question. | think the key dif- 
ference is the medium. Movies aren't 











ractive enough for us, becauss 
we grew up with videogames. With 
' t re ADI 
1e pe yn. watchir t 
| er Net till 
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it prostitution 1 t 
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lt i | mre 1 ali 
i Dut t gal 
M I ar ] 
ini rill i¢ und 
yea ‘ iothing th 
ilfe t th thar 
er tivit 
SEE od na 
las voint in 
) hat in or 
der for games to be tak riously 
as an adult mediu I needs 
>» be shift in perspective What 
would games need to do to shift 
per pectives? 
DB: For games to be taken seri 
ously as a cultural medium, | think, 
there needs to be a change in the 


general media, whether it be a small 
effort with my book or other efforts 
out there from other journalists, to 
say that videogames are not a sub 
culture, they are culture. Much like 
pornography, the videogame indus 
try is a fairly young, billion-dollar 
industry that no one really wants 
to talk about. But it's something 
that can't be ignored anymore, so 
we definitely need to go and take a 


look at it 





Latitude 53 would like to thank: 
artists, volunteers, sponsors, 
musicians, and guests who all 
helped make the Fine Art Of 
Schmoozy such a HUGE success! 


vidtoa Se Vihloy 
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46 MATTHEW MCKINNEY’S SINCERITY AN} 
VULNERABILITY MAKE YOU WANT TO GIVE Hijy 
A BIG HUG AND FIX HIM SOME COCOA 





THEATRE REVIEW - NEW CLASSIC! - BY MARLISS WEBER | 578 words 


Runaway Bride Redux 


NICOLE MOELLER’S COLD-FEET 
COMEDY WITHOUT YOUIS 

ONE OF THE SMARTEST, MOST 
PERCEPTIVE PLAYS OF 2008 





WITHOUT YOU 

Directed by Bradley Moss. Written by Nicole Moeller-Starring 
Samantha Duff, Matthew McKinney, Vincent Forcier, Blythe 
Haynes. Timms Centre for the Arts (University of Alberta). 
To Dec 6. Tickets available at TIX on the Square (420-1757/ 
tixonthesquare.ca). 

Hk a 





It's a do-or-die moment. 

In Nicole Moeller’s new play With- 
out You, Scott (Matthew McKinney) 
asks Gabriella (Samantha Duff) to 
marry him, partly to shut her up and 
stop her from getting naked in front 
of the University’s Faculty Club. Do 
or die for both of them, she says yes 
— partly just to get him away from 
the boring party. 

Do or die. And they both, well, do. 
But somewhere between picking out 
the wedding dress (“the most im- 
portant day in a woman's life”, says 
Scott) and debating chicken and veg- 
etarian meals (“In Alberta?”), the 
relationship gets thrown a curveball, 
and Gabriella hits the road 

What follows is a tender, beauti- 
fully constructed journey through 
the byways of love and love's mis- 
takes. Funny, sad, sexy, and un- 
flinchingly honest, with dialogue so 
true and real you forget it's written 
and not lived, we can’t get enough 
of Scott and Gabriella’s he-said, she- 
said drama — because we've all been 
there, or know someone who has 
Moeller has tapped into the univer- 
sal post-postmodern _late-twenty- 
something experience: what happens 
when true love fails, and when true 
love endures 

Bradley Moss's production of the 
play is stunning. The gorgeous, ex- 


pansive set, designed by April Vicz- 
ko, becomes everything from a strip 
club to a diner to an airport as well 
as the intimate spaces that house the 
characters’ thoughts and insecurities 
The soundscape by designer Dave 
Clarke cleverly complements the set 
and unravels and disintegrates into 
discordance as the characters’ rela- 
tionships come undone. 

€ach moment in the play is care 
fully crafted with humour and pa- 
thos. Moss brings out the best in his 
young cast, guiding them through 
the challenging material with a 
sure hand. The actors overplay 
their roles somewhat in the open- 
ing scenes, but they soon settle into 
the more natural rhythm the script 
demands, and the result is magic 
Without You is a true ensemble piece 
in which each performer is a delight 
to watch. 

Smoky-voiced Samantha Duff is 
fearless as the free-spirited singer/ 
songwriter Gabriella, and we love 
her, just as Scott does, even when 
we shouldn't. Despite some musi- 
cal bumps, Duff is charismatic and 
thoroughly committed in her role as 
the struggling musician. McKinney, 


_ although perhaps a little young for 


the role, is charming and earnest as 
the heartbroken academic Scott, and 
his sincerity and vulnerability make 
you want to give him a big hug and 
fix him some cocoa. 

Blythe Haynes and Vincent Forci- 
er each play four or five different 
roles, and both actors craft some 
of the best moments in the show. 
Most memorable as Glitter — a strip- 
per who, after attempting to seduce 
Scott, helps him make wedding table 
centerpieces — Blythe Haynes is emi- 
nently watchable. Vincent Forcier, in 
a series of extremely quick changes 
in the second act, bounces between 




















































Separation Anxiety | Will Samantha Duff and Matthew McKinney make it to the altar in Without You? PHOTO BY ED ELS 






the roles of Scott's best friend Jack 
and Gabriella’s new lover Raine. 
Forcier’s best moments are as a 
foil to McKinney's Scott and in the 
post-coital with Gabriella, 
where he tells her, “Yeah, sure, if 
you don’t want to get married, let's 


scene 


give it a go,” and then rolls over and 
goes to sleep. 

This play is important, not only be- 
cause it's from the great, fresh voice 
of Nicole Moeller, but because it 
presents an un-self-conscious look at 
modern relationships, echoing Dan- 













iel Maclvor and Michel Tremblay 
Identifiable by anyone in the mille: 
nial generation, or by anyone whos 
ever been in their twenties, With 
out You is a bold and honest look a! 
what it means to be in love in the 
21st century. 






















Charles In Charge | You know John D. Huston from one-man Fringe shows like Wooster Sauce and Underneath the Lintel; now see 
him give the solo treatment to Dickens’ A Christmas Carol at The Blue Chair. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE THEATRE TO THE BOOKSTORE _ 





“SCROOGE! 
Cratchit Job 


We may not have any snow on thestreets, but | 


Edmonton is still the Christmassiest town in 
Alberta. Want proof? We've got not just one 
but two stage adaptations of A Christmas 


Carol going on at once. Naturally, the deluxe | 


version at The Citadel is the one grabbing all 
the headlines, but if you'd rather see some- 
thing more intimate — more Tiny Tim-sized, 
if you will — then head off to The Blue Chair 
(9624-76 Ave) tonight (Dec. 4, 6:30pm) to 
see Fringe regular John D. Huston's one-man 
version of Charles Dickens’ immortal tale. 
They're even serving a four-course turkey 
dinner — let's see The Citadel top that! 





SCHMIDT! 


| Too Claus For Comfort 


A Christmas Carol isn't your only Yuletide the- 
atre option on Thursday night — that same 
evening, the various habitues of Varscona 
Theatre will be staging the third annual Ster- 
ling Christmas Pudding, a one-night-only 
fundraiser for the Elizabeth Sterling Haynes 
Awards. Your $20 ticket buys you some 
tasty Christmas edibles, as well as a night of 
timely, tinselly entertainment featuring new 
playlets by Stewart Lemoine, Jocelyn Ahlf, 
and Trevor Schmidt, a sketch from the boys 
in Mostly Water, magic, carols, and general 
hilarity. Call 484-6003 for tickets; the show 
comes down the chimney at 7:30 p.m. 


agenda | newsBopinion | city life | music on screen | arts | lassfids|sex|the 





SCOTT BAKULA! 
Play Guevara? 


"Stage a Revolution”: that's the theme 0! 
the 28th annual Edmonton Fringe Fest 
val, which Fringe executive director Jul" 
Mayne unveiled Monday night in an inform! 
ceremony at the Arts Barns. But whether tie 
plays that will make up the festival linev? 
will be revolutionary remains unclear ~ the 
winners in this year’s Fringe lottery were? 
lot of unfamiliar production companies and 
shows named TBA. But Arts News did 4” 
preciate how a couple of troupes made the 
effort to come up with hilarious tempo! 
show titles. Thanks, Untitled Scott Balv 
Project 2012: you brightened our night! 
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BOX MANDY ESPEZEL & JILL STANTON 
i DRAWINGS IN A HISTORY 
? MONSTERS ARE TERRIFIC, 
)T COULD ARTSHAB HAVE 

SENT THEM IN ALESS 
\RRIBLE WAY? 












is week brings Jill and Mandy 
ack to ArtsHab, where they soak up 
e haunting, patchwork images of A 
story of Monsters. 


andy: The title of this exhibition, 
History of Monsters, is a wonder- 
ly oppositional statement. “His- 
” implies a kind of scientific or 














tual past, something based in con- 
te reality. But “monsters” tend to 
creatures or beings that exist in 
imaginations. This show includes 
e work of artists Caitlin Sian Rich- 
ds, Devon Beggs, Jodi Tychkowsky, 
hristopher Payne, and Tristan Mc- 
elland, all of whom have created 
brk that in some way brings these 





yo worlds into conversation with 
he another. 

Jill: Yes. I believe the disclaimer in 
eir artists’ statement read, “The 
tists do not claim to have a com- 
ehensive history of the monster” 
what a paradox! The show itself is 
collection of drawings, paintings, 
nd photos inspired by the monsters 
hat have taken up residence our 


















pllective unconscious due to the 
hedia, folklore, and the like. | was 
mpressed by the diversity of work in 
he exhibit, enough to make me won- 
ler if the artists used this theme to 
eate the works, or if the theme was 
levised afterwards as a way to link it 
il together? 

Mandy: You mean, what a won- 
erful paradox! That artists’ state- 
hent killed me. Myself, I'm really 
hto the theme that the show was 
ganized around. But to answer 
our question, I believe that all the 





A PROPONENT OF PROPER, CONSIDERATE PRESENTATION, 
AND THERE WASN'T A LOT OF THAT GOING ON HERE. 





work was created independently and 
brought together only afterward 
Do you think it worked well as a 
cohesive show? 

Jill: Some things stood out for me 
more than others. As you know, I’m 


an incessant proponent of proper, 


considerate presentation, and un- 
fortunately, there wasn't a lot of that 
going on here. Most of the work 
was taped or clipped to the wall in 


a seemingly rushed way, which did 
absolutely nothing for the 
However, the 


drawings by Caitlin Sian Richards 


work 5 
themselves small 


were really effectively hung, care 
fully squared off and presented in 
cute little vintage frames. I know it 
seems silly to critique an artist based 
on their choice of presentation, but 
in Richards’ case, the frames al- 
lowed me to appreciate the works 
for what they really are and take 


them seriously. 


Mandy: Okay, we've talked about 
this before. But I think you're be- 
ing single-minded here. In the case 
of Devon Beggs, whose pieces are 
mostly done on small, roughly torn 
scraps of various materials, being 
taped to the wall is actually kind of 
suitable. Not being in a frame can 
be just as valid a decision as proper 
matting and all of that. Also, I think 
you're forgetting that there were 
quite a few pieces that were framed 
or, in the case of paintings, properly 
stretched. Five different artists are 
featured in this show, whose work 
was all developed separately from 
one another, and so of course their 
choice of presentation will vary. 

Jill: Oh, definitely, there were 
stretched paintings and framed works 
galore. But I still can’t quite get over 
the tape and the clips. But I digress! 
Some of Beggs’ small sketches were 
pretty lovely; 1 thought “Sick Goat” 
used clever markmaking to shape the 
drawing itself. 

Mandy: Well, if you can’t get over 
the presentation of some of the 
work, what does that mean for you 
concerning that specific piece? That 
was one of the taped-up pieces; does 
its strength as an image transcend its 
frameless existence? 


SERGI CHOLDAT SUVTETEAGAE MARDLERS CAROLE FEUERMAN'S $300,000 SCULPTURE SURVIVAL OF SERENA WAS DESTROYED ok 


LAST WEEK WHILE BEING SHIPPED FROM VENICE TO MIAMI 


onsters Are Climbing The Walls Of ArtsHab 


Beggs To Differ | Jill decries the slapdash presentation of Devon Beggs’ “Sick Goat,” but Mandy thinks it fits right in with the exhibition's A History of Monsters theme. IMAGE BY DEVON BEGGS 


Jill: Beggs is obviously very skilled, 
his work was strong, and he must 
have an excellent imagination. How- 
ever, the presentation gives the im- 
pression that these are only sketch- 
book works or preliminary drawings, 
as opposed to finished ones. I agree 
with you that there are valid ways 
to present art that are not necessar- 
ily “clean,” but | think that it has to 
be obvious that the artist considered 
them. | used Richards’ work as an 
example of good presentation; her 
work also has elements of freestyle 
drawing and collage, but she's cho- 
sen to frame them in order to guide 
our eyes into the drawings them- 
selves. I don’t believe that this would 
have been the right choice for Beggs’ 
works, but I do think there could 
have been some kind of way to give 
them more of a presence. They cer- 
tainly deserve it. 


A History of Monsters will be on 
display at ArtsHab until Dec. 18. 
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A nourishing week of yoga & sun in one 


of the most beautiful places on earth 
The Big Island of Hawaii 


Known as the healing Island where you can 
swim with dolphins, then stretch in the sun 
What better way to spend reading week, 

or to surprise your sweetheart for on 
unforgettable Valentines Day, or Christmas gift 
Or to just recharge your sense of well being 
Yoga in Hawaii 

February 1 Sth to 21st, 2009 


We will be staying at the beautiful koloni retreat center 
For more information please go to our website 


*www.shantiyoga.cae 


Discover Yoga Session 
November 26 - December 16 


I's a great way to stay calm & relaxed 
over the hectic holiday season. Price: $48.00 


© SHANTI 


GS YOGA STUDIO 
CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 










eve Music Friday Nights! 
5 cover 
Dec5 The Shrinking Violets 


Dec 12 Mike McDonald . 


Sunday De 5pm The Crea 
Cabaret 


Fela ge) a a] 9351-118th ave 780-471 


www.t 
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DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 


425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org ) moved to 


L BRIDGE ? 


* read fictional characters’ 


EDMONTON diaries online at 
www.seemagazine.com 





THE EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL 


PUBLICAR TF 





CALL TO ARTISTS 

CALLINGWOOD RECREATION CENTRE 

The Callingwood Recreation Centre public art project is open to 
Canadian artists. It will be held in accordance with the City of 
Edmonton policy “Percent for Art to Provide and Encourage Art 
in Public Areas”. 


Budget: $28,000 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 

Deadline for Submissions: 4:30 PM, Thursday, January 28th 
2009 

Installation: October 2009 


CALL TO ARTISTS 

ALBERTA AVENUE STREETSCAPE IMAGES 

The Alberta Avenue (118 Ave.) Streetscape Images public art 
competition is open to visual artists who reside in one of our 
three westem Canadian provinces (British Columbia, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan). It will be held in accordance with the City of Ed- 
monton policy “Percent for Art to Provide and Encourage Art in 
Public Areas”. 


Budget: $2000 per image CAD 
maximum of five images per artist 
Deadline for Submissions Extended to: 4:30 pm Friday, 
January 9th, 2009 

Installation: May 2009 


(maximum, all inclusive), 


CALL TOARTISTS . 

FRED BROADSTOCL LEISURE ECNTRE 

The Edmonton Arts Council, on behalf of the City of Edmonton, 
invites all Canadian and international artists to submit propos- 
als for a public artwork at Fred Broadstock Leisure Centre. The 
artwork proposal should reflect relevance to contemporary art 
practices. This open competition is held in accordance with the 
City of Edmonton policy “Percent for Art to Provide and Encour- 
age Art in Public Areas” (C458B). 


Budget: $40,000 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 

Deadline for Submissions Extended to: 4:30 PM Friday, 
January 9th, 2009 

Installation: August 1, 2009 


An information package for the above competitions can 
be downloaded from our website: 


www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart/publicartcalls.html. 


EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL 

808, 10310 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5J 2W4 
780-424-2787 

www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart 




















| THEATRE PREVIEW - ONE-TWO-THREE, ONE-TWO-THREE - BY MARLISS WEBER | 442 words 


Eugene O'Neill In 3/4 Time? 





Fred And Ginger, Meet George And Linda | George Szilagyi and Linda Turnbull had to brush up their waltzing skills for Sailor's Song. PHOTO BY DAVID VAN BE 







AMY DE FELICE WHISKS 
FAMILY DRAMA ONTO THE 
FLOOR FOR A PASSIONATE 
WALTZ IN SAILOR’S SONG 





| SAILOR'S SONG 


Directed by Amy de Felice. Written by John Patrick Shanley. 


| Starring Bob Rasko, Twilla MacLeod, Vanessa Sabourin, 


George Szilagyi. Roxy Theatre (10708-124 St). Dec 4-14. 
Tickets available through the Roxy box office (453-2440), 





“You have no idea how scandalous 
the waltz is,” confides director Amy 
de Felice, 


show, Sailor's Song. 


talking about her new 


Actors touching (gasp!) from bust 


| to knee while engaged in the pas- 


sionate throes of dance may not be 
the stuff of scandal these days, but 


de Felice’s show is a throwback to the 
movie musicals of old, and despite 
a modern setting, it shares much of 
its sensibility with the films of Gene 
Kelly and Fred Astaire 

“I grew up watching those shows, 
so maybe that explains why I love 
this story so much,” says de Felice 
“Fred Astaire and Gene Kelly had 
such elegance and grace, and | think 
there's a real nod to that kind of char- 
acter in this show.” 

The play tells the story of Rich, a 
commercial seaman who wants so 
desperately to fall in love that he'll 
break out into a soft shoe at the 
very sight of a beautiful woman. 
His cynical uncle tries to keep the 


young man's feet on the ground, 
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UNIVERSAL MUSIC CANADA 





e-mail one of these answers to win@see.greatwest.ca 
by monpay pecemBer 8, 2008 
ENTER TO WIN TaYLor Swirt’s 
NEW ALBUM FEARLESS 


+ For full contest details go to seemagezine.com 
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but when Rich meets the woman; 
his dreams, he wants nothing moj 
than to waltz her into the sunse 
As his love for his lady and for | 
uncle come in ever-greater cor 
flict, the play weaves between 1 
mance and family drama. “Really 
says de Felice, “it’s a cross be 
a Gene Kelly musical and a Euger 
O'Neill drama.” 

But interweaving those big theme 
of love and death with the 
hearted romance of dance has 
“T don't c 
but I've been learning along with th: 


en to be a challenge. 
actors,” says de Felice, who promp 
ly waxes poetic yet again about tl 
waltz. “It’s such a stately dance, am 
it's a great metaphor for the s 
Choreographed by Amber Bo 
the waltz is a big part of S 
Song, but the style also relaxes {0 
more free-form movement. “Wer 
using music by Strauss,” de Felice 
says, “which is such wonderful, ps 
sionate music, and it really hig 
lights the dramatic tension betwee! 
the characters.” 

With a script by John Patri 
Shanley, whose writing credits I 
clude the Tony-award winning Dou! 
and the Oscar-winning Moonstruc 
the show defies categorization. “Thi 
is one of my favourite aspects of tht 
script,” says de Felice. “It's not a mii 
sical, and yet there's dancing. It's! 
a comedy; but it's funny. It’s full? 
contradictions.” 

Just like the waltz. “We think of ti 
waltz as being stuffy and old- fash 
ioned in this day and age,” de Fellé 
concludes. “But when it was origit®! 
ly introduced, it was banned in mud 
of polite society. It's way more P* 
sionate than you might think. Thal 
why it’s perfect for this show. Its! 
contradiction too.” 
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EXHIBITS 


{ 30 YEARS YOUNG: THE EDMONTON OILERS 30TH AN- 
‘SHOWCASE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 
10230 JASPER AVE., OCT 9-JAN 4 Featuring items from key 
moments inthe team’s history, including never-before-seen 
ictures, and an inside look into one of the greatest private 
ports collections in Edmonton. Info: 780-422-6223. 
“ABYSS BLISS FRINGE GALLERY, 10516 WHYTE AVE, DEC 
§6-DEC30 Acrylicpaintings by Cynthia Fuhrer, 
\\— RANGEL: FROM THE OBSERVATION ROOM FAB 
ERY, |-1 FINE ARTS BUILDING, UOF A CAMPUS, NOV 12- 
‘DEC6 The final visual presentation for the degree of Master 
ing and Intermedia. Info: 780-492-2081. 
ENLA CHARRERIA ROYAL ALBERTA 
iSEUM, 12845 1O2ND AVE, OCT 25- APR 
More than 120 examples of crafts- 
anship and design distinctive 
to the Mexican cowboy. Info: 
"790-453-9100. 
\TING THE SEASON 
OTT GALLERY, 10411 124 ST., NOV 
9- DEC 24 With watercolours by 
Brenda Malkinson, Robert Sinclair. 
Textile works by Martha Cole. Stone 
‘work by David Mitchell and multi-media 
drawings by Maureen Harvey. Info: www. 
scottgallery.com. 
(CROSSING THE BOUNDARIES MCMULLEN GALLERY8440 
1125, NOV1-DEC 3] Work by Members of the International 
“Visual and Performing Arts Society of Canada explores 
thedifferences and similarities of art work from different 
cultures. Info: 780-407-7152. 
HEIGHTS OF FASHION: A HISTORY OF THE ELEVATED 
FOOT ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102ND AVE., NOV 
72-MAR8 An exhibition of daring footwear from the Bata 
Shoe Museum features some of the most treasured and 
spectacular shoes from their collections, following the rise 
and fall of the high heel in Wester fashion. More than 75 
pleces of exotic footwear will lead visitors on a 500-year 
journey through the evolution of elevated shoes. 
IMAGINING SCIENCE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 
10230 JASPER AVE., NOV 20 - FEB 1 Exhibit examining 
the impact of the rapidly changing world of genetics, 
bio-technologies and human engineering and the chal- 
lenges and controversies that come with it. Info: www. 
artgalleryalberta.com. 

JOSHUA'S JOURNEY ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 
102ND AVE. OCT 25 - JAN 4 Visitors join Joshua Loper’s first 
trail ride on the Chisholm Trail and experience the hard- 

_ ships, struggles and joys of a true American Cowboy. Info: 
780-453-9100. 

_ MATTHEW RANGEL: A TRANSECT - DUE EAST FAB 
GALLERY, 1-1 FINE ARTS BUILDING, U OF A CAMPUS, NOV 
12-DEC6 This exhibition is the final visual presentation 
for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in Printmaking. Info: 
780-492-2081. 

NEW SEASONS SHANTI HAIR, 10407 83RD AVE,, NOV 16 - 
DEC 20 Paintings by |gor Woroniuk inspired by Alberta. 
PASSAGE HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215 112 
ST, NOV 27 - DEC20 A multi-media journey through the river 
valley during autumn, the season of decay and death. With 
works by Elizabeth Beauchamp & Lynn Malin. 

SOFTLY, SOFTLY: IMAGES OF FEMININITY HARCOURT 
HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215 112 ST., NOV 27- DEC 20 
Commentary on perceived notions of femininity through the 
se of found objects and collage by Andrea Magnuson. 
SYDNEY LANCASTER HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD 
FLOOR, 10215112 ST., NOV 27- DEC20 Works examining the 
interplay between the constructed world and the natural 
world, and the way in which humans perceive these realities. 
UP THE CREEK ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL, 10186 106TH ST., 
OCT 4 -DEC20 Works inspired by the Red Deer River by Brian 
McArthur and Darren J. Petersen. Info: www.albertacraft. 
ahca/780-488-661 ext. 221. 


DANCE 


MIDNIGHT AT THE OASIS FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL 
WAY, SHERWOOD PARK, DEC7 A Middle Eastern dance recital 
produced by ISIS Dance Productions LTD, Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
‘TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS JOHN L. HAAR 
THEATRE, 1045-156 ST. MACEWAN CAMPUS, DEC 4 - DEC5 

Presented by the Edmonton Festival Ballet. Doors at 7 p.m. 


THEATRE 


BLACK HEARTS IN THE GREEN ROOM WALTERDALE 
PLAYHOUSE, 10322 83 AVE,, DEC10 - DEC 20 Scott Sharplin’s 
play about a haunted theatre. 
THE BLONDE, THE BRUNETTE AND THE VENGEFUL 
REDHEAD CITADEL THEATRE, 9628 101A AVE, NOV 15 -DEC7 
James MacDonald directs this one-woman, seven character 
blay starring Fiona Reid, 
ACHRISTMAS CAROL BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624 76TH AVE., 
DEC 4 Doors at 6:30 p.m. Info: 780-989-2861. 
ACHRISTMAS CAROL CITADEL THEATRE, 9828 101A AVE, 
NOV 28 -OEC23 Dicken's classic yuletide ghost tale. 
CRAZY FOR YOU FESTIVAL PLACE 100 FESTIVAL WAY, SHER- 
WOOO PARK, NOV 26 - DEC29 The new Gershwin musical. 
VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 63 AVE. An 
improvised soap opera directed by Dana Andersen. Every 
MonatBpm 
UITTLERED! HOOD TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, 


1033084 AVE, DEC 2-DEC7| i Q 








hie Jeff Unger, with original music by Jeff Unger, and features 
| Jenny Mckitlop, Amanda Neufeld and David Findlay, 
along with pianist Heida Arnason. Info: www. 
| | fringetheatreadventures.ca. 
| RAPID FIRE THEATRE VARSCONA 
| THEATRE, 10329 83 AVE., DEC 2- DEC 
| 7Every Fri & Sat, 11 p.m. Info: www. 
| rapidfiretheatre.com. 
| SAILOR'S SONG ROXY THEATRE, 
10708 124 ST, DEC 4-DEC14 Amy 
DeFelice directs John Patrick 
Shanley's tale of a seaman torn 
between his love for two sisters 
SEUSSICAL THE ARDEN THEATRE, #5 ST. 
ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT.NOV 27 - DEC7 St. 
Albert Children's Theatre is brings the 
Classic colourful tales of Dr. Seuss to life 
V.L.P. KIDS SHOW VARSCONA 
THEATRE, 10329 63 AVE,, DEC 6 With 
Dana Andersen, Cathy Derkach, 
Kate Ryan, Donovan Workun, 
Davina Stewart and friends. Doors 
atllam. 
WITHOUT YOU TIMMS CENTRE 
FOR THE ARTS, 87 AVE. & 112 ST., NOV 
27-DEC6 Bradley Moss directs Nicole 
Moeller’s tale of a bride who gets cold feet 
six months before her wedding. 


LIVE COMI 
| BEST OF EDMONTON THE COMIC STRIP BOURBON STREET 
- WEST EDMONTON MALL, The best in Edmonton's comedy 


‘nda newsoprion ct fe msc onsen ats cased | sex theback 


102 Avenue NW 


community. Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca/780-483-5999 
BRIAN LAZANIK THE LAUGH SHOP, #1105 LONDONDERRY 
MALL, 137 AVE. & 66 ST., DEC 4 -DEC6 
UTCH BRADLEY THE COMIC STRIP, 
BOURBON STREET - WEST EDMONTON 
MALL, DEC 10 - DEC 14 With Andrew 
Iwanyk, James Ball and Kelly 
Dakus. 
HIT OR MISS MONDAYS THE 
COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET 
WEST EDMONTON MALL, Amateur 
comedy. info: www.thecomicstrip. 
(a/780-483-5999 
JOHN ROY THE COMIC STRIP BOURBON 
STREET - WEST EDMONTON MALL, DEC 3- DEC 
7With Welby Santos and Sean Thompson. 
JOHN WING THE LAUGH SHOP, #1105 LONDONDERRY MALL, 
I37AVE. & 66 ST., DEC 9- DEC 3 
THE LION'S HEAD PUB COMEDY NIGHT Featuring 
professional & amateur comedians. No cover. Hosted by Lars 
Callieou every Sun at 9 p.m. 





HIGHLIGHT : DOCTOR APPOINTMENT 


The Doctor is in | 


get their fill of green eggs and ham until Sunday, [MAGE SUPPLIED 


Seussical « Until Dec. 7» Arden Theatre 

This potluck of children's tales from the tomes of Dr. Seuss brings together 13 char- 
acters from 18 stories for one big adventure of nonsense and music. Horton Hears 
a Who makes up the primary storyline with that insatiable Cat in the Hat sneaking 
in to sticking his nose into everybody's business. Though the show’s original 2000 
Broadway production got a lacklustre reception from critics, the show was nomi- 
nated for a Tony along with four Drama Desk Awards. Seussical's Broadway run 
was short-lived, but much to the delight of children, Seuss fans, and pot-bellied 
sneetches everywhere, it became a favourite with smaller theatres and production 
companies, 






Wrap up your holiday shopping with 
gift ideas from our members and staff. 


Open late —- weekdays until 9pm 
through December 23. 





SEX 





SEX - CHRISTMAS CUMS EARLY |713 words 


The We-Vibe Is A Perfect... 
Er ... Stocking-Stutfer 





MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS - 
' MERRY XXXMAS: CANADA'S 
TOP SEX SHOPS SELECT 
THE YEAR'S BEST SEX-TOY 
GIFT IDEAS 





It's the Tickle-Me-Elmo of sex toys: 
the We-Vibe is clearly the hottest toy 
on the market this holiday season 
When | asked the staff from my fa- 
vourite independent Canadian sex 
stores for their top three sex toys 
picks for 2008, every single list in- 
cluded the We-Vibe 

Toronto sex shop Good For Her de- 
scribed it as “a fantastic innovation 
in the world of couples’ toys from a 
genius inventor right here in Cana- 
da” while Come As You Are called it 
“aesthetically unique and brilliantly 
designed, the We-Vibe is the great- 
leap-forward in sex toys we've all 
been waiting for” and Womyn's Ware 


in Vancouver said it was for the “girl- 
friend who has seen it all when it 
comes to sex toys and is tired of sex 
toys that don’t meet her standards.” 

Believe the hype. This toy hits all 
the marks so many other toys do 
not. Plus, it's Canadian. Designed 
and invented by Ottawa's own Bruce 
Murison, the We-Vibe ($129.95, we- 
vibe.com) is clamshell-shaped and 
can be worn during intercourse with 
one end going inside the vagina and 
nestling against the G-spot and the 
other end buzzing against the clit, 


and tech nerds have both been re- 
joicing over the release of The Sasi. 
From French designers Je Joue, this 
toy is the height of techno-savvy sex 
The magic is delivered primarily by 
a small, rotating ball under a silky 
silicone cover that runs through a 
series of programmable patterns. It's 
small, quiet, and will remember the 
strokes you like — and the ones you 
don’t — without the inevitable fatigue 
of a human tongue. 

The Monarch Dildo ($60): Re- 
member the Thigh Master? Taking 





oz.): A glycerin- and paraben-free 
lube made with all natural ingredi- 
ents. Sliquid Organics Lubricant is a 
silky-smooth lube that dries without 
becoming sticky. Very little taste or 
smell either. 

Rosebud Silicone Vibe ($99.95): 
This sweet dual vibe from Vibratex 
is made from velvety silicone. There 
aren't many silicone Japanese-style 
vibes on the market and this is one 
of the best. It has a short and pow- 
erful shaft with a nicely bulbous 
head. The built-in 


clit stimula- 





THE SASIIS SMALL, QUIET, AND WILL REMEMBER THE 
STROKES YOU LIKE — AND THE ONES YOU DON’T — WITHOUT 
THE INEVITABLE FATIGUE OF A HUMAN TONGUE. 





providing bonus vibration for him 
It's rechargeable, waterproof, and 
made of phalate-free medical-grade 
silicone 

Got a We-Vibe already? Fine: here 
are some other suggestions from my 


fave Canadian sex shops. 


GOOD FOR HER 
(GCODFORHER.COM) 
The Sasi ($195): Cunnilingus fans 


inspiration from the celebrated ex- 
ercise contraption, this toy features 
a modestly sized dildo attached to 
hinged wings that work by press- 
ing the dildo up and inside via thigh 
power. Made of silicone so it can be 
sterilized. 


VENUS ENVY 
(VENUSENVY.CA) 
Sliquid Organic Lube ($23.95/8 





Quest 


1-900-584-2525 sisisomnin 


"18+. No liability, Restrictions apply. 


Meet 
Local 


Singles, Try it 





LOWEST rates / min 


403-770- 0990 


Other Cities 


1-888-482-8282 


se TY AC EPE 


Mobile pay, text “QUEST” to 77003 ss000nin 
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tor offers a high buzz and is quite 
wide to cover a greater area around 
the clitoris 


COME AS YOU ARE 
(COMEASYOUARE.COM) 
Jimmyjane Massage ($30): Warm 
up your winter (and someone you 
adore) with Jimmyjane’s new luxu- 
rious and sensuous massage tools, 
the Afterglow Candle and the Mas- 
sage Contours I&M. These massage 
| candles melt at a low temperature 
| and can be dripped onto your lover's 
| back or lovingly painted on with the 
| included brush. Increase the inten- 
| sity of your massage with Jimmy- 


jane’s I&M shaped ceramic mas 
stones 

Lelo Bo ($85); Up until now, : 
of Lelo’s sex toys have been desic 
Now thx 
applied their genius to pleasing 


for female pleasure 


guys with the Lelo Bo. This vibra 
penis ring is made body-safe ri 

is portable, discreet, and rech 
able. It comes with its own storag 
case and will vibrate for four hours 
on a single charge. 


WOMYN’S WARE 
(WOMYNSWARE.COM) 

Lelo Mia ($89.85): The rechare 
able lipstick-sized Mia vibe is s! 
small, and recharges in your c: 
puter’s USB port, making it the p 
fect travel vibe. Mia has multi; 
vibration speeds and pulsations. 7 
beautifully designed discreet, pow: 
ful, earth-friendly vibrator comes in 
pink or plum. 

Liberty Bell with Red Zinger 
($59.85): For the boyfriend who has 
dabbled with penis rings but has ney 
er tried a vibrator on his bits before 
Made of silicone, this cushy ring 
fits snugly at the base of the penis 
The attached triangle shaped pad is 
softly textured. Insert the Red Zing. 
er vibrating “bullet” into the pad for 
plenty of nubby stimulation on the 
clitoris when pointing north, or his 
perineum when pointing south. Fun 
for everyone! 
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itook her back after she cheated 
yn me. The only thing now is that 
he wants to have a threesome. I 
m really not down with sharing 
her, but I am willing to do it be- 
ause otherwise some other girl 
ill do it for her. I told her that 
| want to be stoned when it hap- 
ens, because I don't think I can 
ndle it sober. She got mad be- 
use she doesn’t like drugs. Then 
hat am I supposed to do? 

Lesbian With One Real Dilemma 


ou're supposed to wake the fuck up 


You can be in a monogamous re- 
ationship with someone, LWORD, 
you can be in a relationship with 
is woman — but you can't be in a 
monogamous relationship with this 
oman. She's already proven her- 
elf to be inept at this monogamy 
tuff; she cheated on you, you took 
er back, and now she’s pressing you 
o bring in the occasional third. You 
ay not be down with sharing her, 
ORD, but she seems pretty intent 
in being shared. 

Here's the question you should be 
sking yourself: Do you want this 
yoman in your life badly enough to 
ercome your aversion to sharing? 
grecing to a three-way — so long 
§ you're baked — doesn't count. A 
Ihree-way involving a woman, her 
feluctant, resentful, self-medicating 
girlfriend, and some innocent by- 
tander is unlikely to (1) be very 
nuch fun for anyone involved (par- 
ficularly your unlucky third) or (2) 
tan end to your girlfriend’s desire 
lor share time. 

Your girlfriend is seeking to fold 
er desire to sleep with other women 
to the structure of your relation- 
hip: three-ways now, perhaps some 
gree of openness later. She gets 
oints for being honest this time, but 
he loses points for being manipula- 
© and controlling. (Fresh pussy for 
et, no pot for you? Please.) And if 
is three-way is a disaster and you 
fuse to have others — which may be 
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have to share, find another girlfriend 
If you want this girlfriend, learn té 
share. And invest ina vaporizer. 


I recently read the novel A Melon 
for Ecstasy for an English class, 
and an interesting debate came 
up. The book is about a guy who 
is sexually attracted to trees and 
goes around drilling holes into 
trees so that he can “seal the 
deal.” 

The debate was centred on this 
question: Is this man_hetero- 
sexual? Or is he really gay? Is he 
having vaginal sex with a woman 
or anal sex with a man? Or some- 
thing else entirely? 

RF 


If the male protagonist in A Melon 
for Ecstasy is having sexual inter- 
course with lady-trees — “feminized” 
trees — then the male protagonist is 
a true-blue, red-blooded, lady-tree- 
fucking straight boy, RF. 

But it doesn’t surprise me that a 
room full of mostly straight college 
students would seek to cast doubt on 
this character's heterosexuality. “Het- 
erosexual” for many young people is 
practically synonymous with “nor- 
mal.” Introduce college-age straight 
kids to a not-so-normal heterosexual 
character, and they'll spend the rest 
of the afternoon searching for evi- 
dence that the dude is gay. He can’t 
be straight — he’s not normal! This 
explains the ability of some in your 
class to look at lady-tree fucking and 
see, of all things, “anal sex with a 
man.” Isn't santorum bad enough? 
Do we have to worry about splinters 
now too? (Queer-studies kids who 
read homosexuality into obviously 
straight fictional characters are, for 
the record, just as annoying.) 


I have to disagree with your re- 
sponse to SHEESH, the guy who 
asked his Dom to show him that 
her dildo was clean. He is right 
and the Dom is wrong. Period. You 





should never let anybody stick 
anything into your body unless 
you know where it’s been. Just 
because somebody is a bottom, he 
doesn't have to be reckless. This 
isn't about being uppity. This is 
about staying healthy. 
So, bravo for Mr. SHEESH. 

Critiquer 


was inclined to side with SHEESH, 
as I said in my response, until he in- 
dicated that his Dom, who had asked 
nim not to contact her again, was a 
Savage Love reader. If SHEESH was 
using my column to get back at his 
Dom, well, how badly did he behave 
during his sessions with her? (And 
remember: We only had SHEESH’s 
version of events to go on.) But like 





said in my column: “[If] she is un 
willing to pause, step out of her role, 
and renegotiate a scene that’s already 
underway, you are well rid of her.” 
But most people thought my advice 
for SHEESH blew chunks ... 


Your response to SHEESH be- 
littles the rights of submissive 
men (myself included). Maybe 
this particular sub had a bit of 
an obsession with hygiene, and 


H Lee eeecceccrccccccococy 


his mistress (let's not forget who 
is the employee here) asked him 
to leave out of self-righteous pet- 
tiness. However, it doesn’t even 


matter what actually happened | 
because you have empowered 


dominant women to demand 
more and give less. 
Unsatisfied Male Sub | 


Thanks for sharing, UMS, and I’m 
sure all the pro Doms out there ap- 
preciate the reminder about who the 





employee is. Moving on ... 


I don’t know what PRO Dom that — 
idiot SHEESH is seeing, but ALL 
pro Doms worth their weight in 
latex use CONDOMS over dildos. 
ALWAYS. This pro may have just 
not gotten around to throwing 








the condom on it, and she saw 
this as an opportunity to get rid 
of a bore. But shared toys always 
need a condom for EVERYONE'S 
protection 

S&M 101 


Thanks for SHARING, S&M 101 


Thank you! I’m a professional 
Dominatrix in NYC, and I all but 
gave your response to SHEESH 
a standing ovation. I mean, re- 
ally: Does he expect anyone to 
believe that she would just throw 
away a quality client for shits 
and giggles? In this economy? 
Gimme a break. He was obviously 
a douche. 

After the recent legal/press 
issues that NYC pros have had 
to deal with, it was great to see 
someone have our back in print. 
First Barack Obama gets elect- 
ed, and now Dan Savage shows 
pro Doms some love: Things are 


Three-Way For Me, But No Pot For You 


sex 
looking up! 
Anonymous Whip-Toting 
Flogmeister 
Thanks for sharing, AWTF. And 


speaking of Barack Obama, and in 


the spirit of dominance, I’m going 
to order everyone out there reading 
this to send a postcard to Obama, 


reminding him that (1) he made cer- 
tain promises to the gay community 
during the campaign (repeal DOMA, 
scrap DADT) and (2) he needs to 
keep ‘em, Send your postcard to 

President-elect Barack Obama 

Presidential Transition Office 

Kluczynski Federal Building 

230 S Dearborn St, 38th Floor 

Chicago, IL 60604 

Find more info at Jointheimpact. 
com 


Download the Savage Lovecast 
(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday 
at www.thestranger.com/savage. 
mail@savagelove.net 
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135. | Saw You 


Saw you Nov 9th at the Jasper 
Ave Rogers video. We talked 
about Prison Break, and House, i 
Suggested “In Bruges” and “Fel- 
on” for movies did you like them? 
drop me a line @ 

tysinis @ hotmail.com 


190. Announcements 


BEFORE GOING to Edmonton 
check out Tish’s Fashions, 5003 - 
50 Ave., Downtown Camrose, Al- 
berta. Over 500 grad gowns in 
stock. $99. and up. 
780-672-6092. 


AUR US a 


A GREAT OPPORTUNITY to 
own a pet food business - High 
quality cat/dog food. Excellent re- 
turns, exclusive territories. Infor- 
mation call Julie Mutch toll free 


1-877-738-3287 ext. 217 or 
604-518-7706; www.riplees- 
ranch.com. 


AAIM LOANS. Money now. Over 
the phone approvals. Debt con- 
solidation, first, second, third, 
equipment, mobile, builder. Inter- 


im. Anywhere. in Alberta. 
780-484-9232. Fax: 
780-484-7345. 


DO YOU have gravel/aggregate 
deposits on your property? We 
specialize in marketing, mining, 
managing and reclaiming aggre- 
gate resources. Contact Tom 
1-888-784-4400 for more infor- 
mation. 


IGNORE the speed limits. How 
fast does your income vehicle 
go? Mine goes 0 - $250K in one 
year! Find out how: www.zeros- 
peediimits.com. 





MONEY MAKER. Local route. No 
selling on your part. For more 
info call 1-866-821-2569 





MY BUSINESS is exploding! | 
need help! Will train. Call 
1-800-732-2571, leave message. 


NEED MONEY FAST. Immediate 
approval. Credit, age, income are 
no barriers, debt consolidation, 
interim financing, home — pur- 
chase, small business start-up. 


Consolidated Mortgage and 
Loans. Members BBB 
1-780-452-5858. 
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 
HELP LINE 


24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
If you want to stop using, we can 
help. Local: (780) 421-4429 or 
Toll free: 1-877-463-3537 

410. Education/Training 
BECOME A Veterinary Assistant 
in 24 weeks at Granville Busi- 
ness College. Specializing in 
veterinary assistant diplomas for 
15 years. Classes every 3 
months, www.vet-assistant.com; 
604-683-8850. 





MASSAGE CAREER. Train at 
our highly regarded, progressive 
school and graduate with confi- 
dence! Excellence in education, 
guaranteed! 403-346-1018. 


TRAIN FOR a new career in 
medical transcription. Train from 
home. Work from home! Contact 
CanScribe today for a free infor- 


mation package. 
1-800-466-1535; www.can- 
scribe.com; info@can- 
scribe.com. 

1005. Help Wanted 
DJ/MC required for 500 seat 
nightclub located 1 hr from Edm. 
Salary $34-$40k/yr. Benefits and 


RRSP program. Accommodation 
available. Fax:780-514-3784 or 
email 

Trevor @draytonhotel.comttttt 


1005. Help Wanted 


JUNIOR ACCOUNTANT 


Book publisher looking for 
highly motivated person with 
educational background In ac- 
counting to serve as a support 
ito the accounting staff for a 
group of companies. This junior 
position will provide an excel- 
lent hands-on learning opportu- 
nity for someone looking to 
gain work experience as well 
grow with the company. 
Flexible hours may be consid- 
ered. 


Require i 


An intermediate or higher level 
of a recognized program in ac- 
counting. Experience with 
ACCPAC or Simply Accounting 
preferred. Experience with MS 
Excel preferred. Please email 
resumes to: 

mtchir@ lonepinepublishing.com 
or fax to: 780-433-9646 refer- 
encing the Junior Accounting 
Position. 





LOOKING FOR A UNIQUE 
CAREER OPPORTUNITY? 


A large North American Finan- 
cial Services company is look- 
ing for unique individuals with 
leadership ability. We are one 
of the fastest growing compa- 
nies in the fastest growing in- 
dustry in the world. Training 
provided. No experience nec- 
essary. Opportunity for ad- 
vancement and excellent in- 
come potential for those with 
integrity and good work ethic. 
Call Peter 780-486-1101 (W) 
or 780-904-4294 (M) for an ap- 
pointment 


OFFICE ASSISTANT 


Are you looking for a great 
working environment with a 
well-established company? 
The south side publishing firm 
is looking for a mature office 
assistanv receptionist with a 
strong commitment to good 
customer service and the 
ability to support accounting 
and sales functions. One years 
experience in a similar role and 
experience with ACCPAC and 
Excel preferred. Resumes 
emailed to: 

mtchir@ lonepinepublishing.com 
or fax to: 780-433-9646. 












Picture This! framing & 
galleryttsince 1981 









“helping people proudly display 
their life treasures” 









959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park, 
Alberta, Canada, T8A 4L7 
Ph:(780)467-3038, 
1-800-528-4278. 
Fax: (780)464-1493 











Email: marketing @ picturethis 
gallery.com 







Visit our website: 
www. picturethisgallery.com 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


A DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Cheap telephone reconnect! Very 
low rates, fast connections. Inter- 
net and long distance offered. 
Special holiday discounts! Call 
now. Phone Factory Reconnect 
1-877-336-2274; | www.phonefac- 
tory.ca. 


EMERALD TRUCKING, Trottier 
Trucking and TJM Oilfield, three 
EnerMax companies, are current- 
ly seeking Class 1 & 3 drivers 
and vacuum drivers. Fax resume 
to 780-523-5833. 


FAST GROWING communica- 
tions construction company 
needs journeymen linemen & 
copper splicers. Long term em- 
ployment mostly in BC Interior. 
Benefit package available. Fax 
resume to 250-372-8964. 


OUR LARGE farm team needs a 
mechanic/operator to help repair, 
maintain, and operate large farm 
equipment. Formal training not 
required. Contact Brett at 
306-741-7737 or send resume to 
fax 306-778-3938 or email: am- 
bertield@ sasktel.net. 
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1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ATTENTION; Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicilans. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Western Canada. We are 
seeking resident technicians in 
Drayton Valley, Lac La Biche, 
Camrose, Vegreville and Wetas- 
kiwin. If you are interested in a 
high paying camp position in Fort 
McMurray - we offer a 3 week on, 
3 week off shift for commuters. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada’s top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
If you want a great career with a 
rapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to: 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St., 
Edmonton, AB, TSS 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; ccarriere@brandt- 
tractor.com. 


FRONTEND/GENERAL __ Techni- 
cian/apprentices. Knowledge of 
alignment/brakes definite asset, 
experience preferred, compre- 
hensive training provided. Submit 
resume with references: Norse- 
man Pontiac, 3760 - 48 Ave., 
Camrose, AB, T4V 3Z8. Fax 





780-672-8886. Email: info@nor- 
semanpontiac.com. 
NEWALTA, based in Medicine 


Hat, requires vacuum truck driv- 
ers for on-site services, land 
spraying drilling fluids from ig 
sites throughout Alberta. Quali- 
fied candidates eligible for pay in- 
centives up to $7500. Class 1 - 3 
drivers with 18 speed experience, 
holding all safety courses an as- 
set. Fax resume 403-548-8136. 
Email: westerncareers @newal- 
ta.com. Ref, #08-1077. 





PROVINCE-WIDE CLASSI- 
FIEDS. Reach over 1 million 
readers weekly. Only $249. + 
GST (based on 25 words or 
less). Call this newspaper NOW 
for details. 





PUT YOUR CAREER in over- 
drive! General Mechanic. One 
year certificate. Heavy Equip- 
ment or Automotive Service 
Technician. Entry-level employ- 
ment skills. Work placement. Ap- 
prenticeship opportunities. NAIT 
Fairview Campus, 
1-888-999-7882. 


RELIABLE, SELF motivated per- 
son to operate and maintain large 
farm equipment on Airdrie area 
farm and feedlot. Fax resume to 
403-948-9521. 





REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 
Class 1 drivers for chip and log 
haul. Log haul will run until ap- 
proximately March 31, Must be 
willing to operate with a cross 
shift as trucks work double shift. 
Successful applicants must come 
prepared for a full season. Ac- 
commodations are provided. 
Paying top wages. Must have 
minimum 2 years driving experi- 
ence with on and off hiway haul- 
ing. Fax resume with current driv- 
ers abstract to Dan Bloomfield 
780-523-5910 or Keith Branting 
780-523-5422 at Buchanan Lum- 
ber in High Prairie, Alberta. Only 
successful applicants will be con- 
tacted. 





SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper _ busi- 
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: . www.aw- 
na.com/resumes_add.php. 





SERVICE TECHNICIAN for ma- 
tine, ATV, snowmobile dealer- 
ship. Year round employment. 
Excellent working environment. 
Benefits and bonus programs. 
Top remuneration for talented in- 


dividual. Ecko Marine 
780-924-3255. Fax 
780-924-3257. Email: ste- 
ven @eckomarine.com. 





TRADES IS WHERE it's at! Gain 
entry-level skills as a machinist, 
millwright or welder. Challenge 
apprenticeship exam. NAIT’s 
Northern campuses in Grande 
Prairie, Alberta. January 2009. 
1-888-999-7882. 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


VEHICLE SALESPEOPLE Re- 
quired. Come join Alberta's larg- 
est dealer network. Competitive 
guarantee, very aggressive bo- 
nus plan, vehicle allowance. Al- 
berta’s largest inventory. Closed 
Sundays and Stats. Moving al- 
lowance available. Email resume 


to: denham@telusplanet.net. Fax 
1-780-352-6085 or phone 
1-800-232-7255. Attention: Kelly 


Whalen, GSM. Denham Ford, 
Wetaskiwin, Alberta. 





WATCHORN PLUMBING & Oil- 
field Rentals looking for: appren- 
tice, journeymen plumbers, la- 
bourers. Year round work. 
Please, only motivated and re- 
sponsible applicants. Fax resume 
& current drivers abstract 
780-835-4235. Info: Terry/Tim 
780-835-3355. 


YOU'RE A CARING person. So 
why not make a difference as a 
health care aide. Enjoy flexible 
hours, true job satisfaction and a 


team environment. Visit care- 
work.ca. 
1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Africa We Care: a non-profit, 
non-denomination Edmonton or- 
ganization dedicated to allevia- 
tion of suffering in Africa has vol- 
unteer opportunities available in 
our warehouse to sort used 
books, clothing and household 
supplies which will be shipped to 
Africa. Contact Amanda at 
780-953-3591 For more info visit: 
www.africawecare.org 





Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursements of expens- 
es provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just deliv- 
ered) for more information. 





Help Families in need in your 
community! Staff a Salvation 
Army Christmas kettle at your fa- 
vourite Mall! Call 780-412-2635 





Help to broadcast news national- 
ly for the blind and print-restrict- 
ed! Email edmonton @ voice 
printcanada.com or call 
780-451-8331 





Kids Kottage helps ensure chil- 
dren are safe and receive the 
care they deserve when their 
families are in crisis, or need res- 
pite, we provide care for children 
0-11 years of age free of 
charge. We are currently looking 
for volunteers in the areas of 
childcare, administration, mainte- 
nance and kitchen help. Must be 
15 years and older. Contact Pau- 
line at pcrosby @kidskottage.org 





Ronald McDonald house is look- 
ing for day and evening volun- 
teers. Call Joan at 780 439 5437 
or info@rmhedmonton.ca 





You've heard about it - have you 
done it yet? Volunteer for Habitat 
for Humanity Edmonton. 
www.hfh:org or (780) 479-3566. 


1700. Employment Wanted 


NANNIES/CAREGIVERS _ skilled 
workers/labourers. Overseas 
workers (nannies, construction 
workers, truck drivers and so 
much more) are seeking employ- 
ment in Canada. All are well 
trained and/or experienced in 
their field. Phone Worldwide 
Caregivers Inc. 780-709-0005; 
www.worldwidecaregivers.ca. 


Aue Acting Classes 


Attention Actors! Zocalo Film Stu- 
dio offers film acting classes. 
From Introductory to Advanced. 
Special Audition prep classes. 
Please email: 
zocalo@krishnatailor.com 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Actors are needed for a serious 
fantasy, new two act play about 
homeless bottle pickers “The In- 
visible People”, performing in mid 
Feb 2009; directed by Jay Smith 
780-455-3828. Pls Phone. 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Actors wanted, male & female, 
for full-length independent film, to 
be shot in Edmonton in 
Spring/Summer 2009. This is a 
non-paying gig but great experi- 
ence. If interested contact 
thefilmproject @ hotmail.com with 
your experience.’ 


Calling Artists For Showcasing 
Opportunity! Feature and sell 
your work 

from our busy lounge at www.ed- 
montonjamspace.com 

No fees. 60-120 Days. Contact 
info @ edmontonjamspace.com or 
780-288-7726 


The Alberta Student Film Festival 
has opened, and is calling for 
submissions. Submit your film at 
www.asfilmfest.ca 

or contact us at 

asfilmfest@ gmail.com 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2009 Churchill Square Street 
Stage. DEADLINE is February 
15, 2009. Visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca to download 
applications or email 

dawn @ theworks.ab.ca Join us, 
June 19 - July 1, 2009. 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2009 Churchill Square Arti- 
san Market. Please contact 
marketing.assistant@ 
theworks.ab.ca or call 
780-426-2122 ext 234 for more 
information. FINAL DEADLINE 
April 15, 2009, Join us, June 
19-July 1, 2009. 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting submissions for 
2011 festival exhibit. DEADLINE 
is August 25, 2009. To download 
applications, please visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca or contact 
Amber Rooke at 
amber.rooke @ theworks.ab.ca 
Join us, June 19 - July 1, 2009. 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2nd Annual Smaller than a 
Breadbox Exhibit. Base your en- 
try on the 2009 Festival theme 
HEAT! DEADLINE is May 1, 
2009. Download applications 
from www.theworks.ab.ca or con- 
tact Amber at 
amber.rooke @ theworks.ab.ca 
Join us, June 19 - July 1, 2009. 


The Works Art & Design Festival 


is now accepting applications for 
the 2nd Annual Chalk Art Con- 
test, Prizes to be won!!! Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival 
Theme HEAT! DEADLINE is 
June 1, 2009. Visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca to download 
application or contact 
marketing.assistant@ 
theworks.ab.ca Join us, June 19 - 
July 1, 2009. 


2010. Musicians Available 


Live band “3 in the Wind” book- 
ing for Christmas parties etc. for 
2008/2009. Quality 3 piece band 
top 40/country rock to CCR and 
ZZ Top. Great band/great price. 
Phone TK Enterprises 
780-966-7394 


Local country/rock band with im- 


mediate openings for all types of 
bookings. Currently seeking New 
Years gig. Contact John at 
www.killercowboys.com 

or 913-7327 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


20 female singer, VERY interest- 
ed in creating/joining a band. My 
pref Rock/Blues/grunge/old mu- 
sic. Influence: Metallica, System 
of a down, Nirvana, Godsmack, 
Led Zeppelin, Amy Winehouse, 
Etta James etc. Age pref: 18-35. 
Very dedicated. Mature, open- 
minded, creative. Please contact 
Julie (7804876699/7808607993) 
or evilshanelle666@msn.com 
Rock and Roll!!! 


3 piece power trio requires lead 


guitar for modern rock project. 
Please be mature and serious. 
Call 780-418-2214. 


3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 


male vocalist/rhythm guitar. Con- 
tact 477-3708. 


Dead Man's Train requires big 


league management. 
403-504-5135 


1020. USTEDES VET 


Achance to meet local musicians 
for all of you looking for bands 
and/or musicians: 

There is an event organized at 
the Baturyn Community Hall. 
10505 - 172 Avenue Edmonton, 
AB TSX 5V9 

www.baturyn.ca 


Jam The Hall - Bring your guitar, 
bass, drumsticks, keyboard, mi- 
crophone, amp, effects... 

Drop in to play some music on 
December 14, 2008 at 7:00pm at 
the Baturyn Community Hall. 

Suggested songs: Cocaine, Beer 
drinkers and hell risers, Blue 
Jean Blues, Saints of Los An- 
geles, Back in black, Sultans of 
swing or whatever you want to 
play. 

Drums and PA equipment will be 
provided. 


any age, any level of playing wel- 
come - it is your chance to net- 
work with others. 





band seek vocals and bass, sam- 
ples at 
myspace.com/thedaycame Call 
Shaun 780-297-5352 

or Phil 780-297-5580 





Band seeking lead guitar player 
or bass player. Influences are 
The Band, Wilco and Old Re- 
liable. Please call Rob @ 
780.239.1965 or email 

arfie @ bell.blackberry.net” 





Bass player wanted to relocate in 
Medicine Hat, to join various pro- 
jects. Long hair, 30+, Call Hart 
Bachmier of Disciples of Power. 
403-504-5135 


Bass Player would like to start or 
join a stoner metal band. 
Age/gender irrelevant. Lack of 
ego very relevant. Half decent 
gear. Pro amp. Call Mike 
780-289-1230 








Disco, Funk and Soul Big Band 
requires groovy guitar player. 
Call Dan @780.905.5191 





tFunk/Groove Machine seeks 
charismatic male vocalist.tCall 
Dan @780.905.5191 


GottaGrooveGradgeBand wants 
you to come and rock the blues, 
Jammin with more to come Ph 
780 436-1127 


JOIN OUR ORIGINAL GROUP 

2 singer/songwriters have started 
a Pop group with Jazz roots. 
Looking to build our repertoire for 
performance and recording. 
Practice at least weekly. Looking 
for musicians (18-24yrs) who are 
creative and who can improvise. 
Needed: pianist, guitarist, bas- 
sist, drummer, cellist, as well as 
brass section. Contact: 
kareneleven@ hotmail.com 





Lead/Rhythm guitar required for 
Alt./pop rock original project. Intl. 
S.T.P Chains, V.R Etc. Call Glen 
@ 996-3571 


Local established metal band 
looking for experienced bassist. 
Call JP at 239-5947. 





Rhythm guitar player/singer look- 
ing for bass player, drummer to 
start writing original music and 
also playing cover songs. Call 
Mark at 780-777-1188 


The Loud Hailers seek keys and 
sax for original rock and roll 
thythm and blues. 780-760-7284 
for Justin 





Vocalist/Songwriter seeks band 
or players to form. Hard rock/Alt 
original format. Pros/Serious on- 
ly. Call Glen @ 996-3571. 


WANTED 

Looking to buy a used Roland 
TD12t+ or TD20 set. Contact: 
rattlesnakeromeo @live.ca 


2040. Music Instruction 


FREE TRIAL GUITAR LESSON 
with (Mr) Ma Fletcher. Folk, 
Blues, Bluegrass, Country, Light 
Rock. Why go to a place where 
you get a different teacher every 
week? Study with a teacher who 
really cares. Has taught 3,000 
students, and performed at over 
1,000 concerts and 91 festivals. 
Day, Evening or Saturday after- 
noon. Call 780-426-4155 
www.mafletcher.com 





070. 


New rehearsal studio ope 
equipment. See why we 
best in town. Visit 

www.edmontonjamspace. cor 
call 780-288-7726 


Studio space for photographe, 
and videographers. Call Mich, 
993-5530 or visit 

www.sixthsenseav.com 

















































2200. WEBSEITE Therap) 


Chinese traditional body ang 

feet deep tissue massage by 
registered massage therapis, 
443-6221. 11639-97 St. 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERApy. 
Therapeutic Massage. Hei 


1-780-632-3515 (Vegreville) 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


Mobile Spa & In Call Bodywor| 
Therapy (Lic. & Bonded, 20 
yrs. exp., Oliver area) for re. 
laxation and rejuvenation. Tz, 
get your stress, aches, poor ci: 
culation, toxins and fatigue 
aroma-steam, shower, massage 
and talk therapy. 428-1965 or 

920-1965. By appt. 


SWEDISH - CALIFORNIAN mas. 
sage. 20 years experience. Ojd 
Strathcona. Also evenings and 
weekends. Strictly non sexual 
Almasta 780-405-8765. 


ith 








Transformational Massage 
Tantra Massage, Sexologicai 
Bodywork, Health Coach with a 
20 year experienced licensed 
therapist. Janet Lee 


780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 
3010. Auction; 


MEIER GUN AUCTION 
Dec. 27, 11 a.m., 6016 - 7H 
Ave., Edmonton. Selling prohite 
ed (all classes), Restricted (har 
guns) and Non-Restricted (lor 
guns). Call Meier Auction to ca 
sign: 780-440-1860. 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarants 
your results with Ritchie Bre 
Auctionesrs, Whether it's equp! 
ment, real estate, livestock or 
complete farm dispersal. Conia} 
us today! 1-800-491-4494 9g 
rbauction.com. 


yale Misc. For Sale 


$38.95 HOME phone service 
Reconnect your home phone! \ 
one refused - $38.95 monthly 
$18.95 one time activation 
$18.95 unlimited long distance 


Call Choice Tel noe 
1-888-333-1405; www.choice 
tel.ca. 





A FREE Telephone Service - Ge! 
your first month free. Bad cred 
don't sweat it. No deposits. 


credit checks. Call Freeda 
Phone Lines today. Toll @ 
1-866-884-7464. 


on 
AFFORDABLE PHONE Fec 
nection. Bad credit - no problet 
Call Tembo Telecom and & 
about our new customer spec 
Sign up online and save S 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.¢4 

Cl Nagel 


AT LAST! An_ iron filter tt 
works. lronEater! Fully patel 
Canada/U.S.A. Removes (0 
hardness, Sulfur, smell, mang) 
nese from well water. 
1957. Phone 1-800-BIG (ROW 
www.bigirondnilling.com. 


CONTAINER GUY 20, 40 +4 
containers. Also Re 

available. Weather, Bug and fe: 
dent proof for storage. Deli) 


g 


available. Excellent conti 
Clean city rated 9 
780-307-4656. 


FOR SALE Snap-On Tool ™® 
12 drawers 54” W X 24” DX 
H. Si Top Box 8 draves} 
54” W X 24" D X 20° H. Full 
30 year heavy duty mec 
necessary tools assorted 
On and Craftsman. $40,000: 
Greg at 403-993-1146. 


HOT TUB/SPA - 2008 Model § 


C\dSS! f |C C S PHONE: 430-9003 | FAX: 432-1102 EMAIL: classifieds @see.greatwest.ca 


060. Music Services 


ite and record original music 
with our talented staff. Financing 
ckages for CDs and videos. 
| 7780 902-9778 
) www. owensoundstudios,com 
’ 


1250. Photographers 


Check out our photography pack- 
ages online at 
www.sixthsenseav.com 
Unusual angles, lighting and 
| gtyles. Financing packages and 
corporate rates. 



























Video camera rentals. Canon 
XL2 package 200/day includes 
wo XL2 cameras lights, audio. 
1780 902-9778 
www,.sixthsenseav.com 


ALB Misc. For Sale 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36" Hi-TenToughrib 29ga. 
Galvalume $.69 sq. ft. Colours 
$99 sq. ft IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE Build- 
ers Supplies 1-888-263-8254. 


ae Ee 
MONTREAL CANADIENS  Tick- 
ets, Wed., Feb. 11 against the 
Edmotnon Oilers. From $249 
each including reserved 2nd deck 
fickets, a deluxe prime rib pre- 
game dinner and courier delivery 
jees. These tickets are for fans in 
ural Alberta/NWT only. Call 
Dash Tours 1-800-265-0000. 





NEW LOADED Computer Only 
$29.99/month! Everyone’s Ap- 
proved. MDG Desktop fight to 
your doorstep from only 
$29.99/month; Intel Processor, 2 
GB RAM, 500 GB HD, 22” LCD 
Flat Panel, Windows Vista and 
Joads of software, or 15.4” Note- 
book! In-House financing. (*Call 
for conditions) 1-800-236-2504. 


kyaue Heavy Equipment 


WANT A RECESSION proof job? 
Try Power Engineering. 38 
weeks to 4th class certification 
Work experience, lab and class- 
foom instruction. NAIT’s Northern 
campus in Fairview, Alberta. 
Residences. September, 2009. 
1-888-999-7882 


CERTIFIED LIVESTOCK. trans- 
port course. December 11, 2008 
Safe handling of animals. Load- 
ing/unloading. Mandatory for 
commercial haulers June 1/09. 
NAIT, Fairview Campus, Alberta 
780-835-6616 or 
1-888-999-7882 





HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 
barley, oats and peas for feed 
“On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252 





ROUND HAY and straw bales for 
sale, Cheap. We deliver, self un- 
loading. Also a bale shredder 
$2900. No Sunday calls please 
1-403-843-6380. 


003. Real Estate Mi: 


CROSS COUNTRY HOMES 
Winter Clearance. 20 X 76 Gran- 
deur Manufactured home 1520 
square feet features painted dry- 
wall and upgrades galore. Only 
$117,500. 780-470-8000 or 
www.crosscountryhomes.com 








DOUBLE SAVINGS! All SRI 
show homes on sale and no 
GST. These homes are all ready 
for immediate delivery. Call Al- 
berta Custom Homes at 
1-800-347-5590. 




































OFFICE & camp trailers. Various 
buildings available in BC & Alber- 
fa. Visit www.officetrailers.ca or 
3 Brent at 250-318-8000. 





RODENT AND weather proof 40° 

Band 20’ sea containers. 5’ X 10’ 
corral panels starting at $55. Cal- 
gary, Alberta. 403-540-4164; 
1-866-517-8335; www.magnates- 
teel.com. 


3240. Travel/Trade 


ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES. 
Book online at www.canadatra- 
yels.com and save more on your 
‘vacations. Use code NCA74327 
“for discount or call us toll free at 
1-800-563-5722. 


SKi & STAY at Sun Peaks Resort 
BC! Vacation rentals, new con- 
dos & chalets. Kitchen, fireplace, 
hot tubs, slope-side locations. 
New Westjet flights! 
y 1-800-811-4588; www.Bear- 
Country.ca. 





TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES 
_- Save 60-80% off retail! Best Re- 
sorts & Seasons! Throughout 
Canada, U.S., Caribbean and 
more! Call for free catalogue to- 
day! 1-800-731-8046; www.holi- 
daygroup.com/sc. 


ei) Pets & Supplies 


IF YOU COULD talk to the ani- 
mals! Study Animal Health Tech- 
Nology at NAIT, Fairview, Alberta 
campus. On-campus residences 
and full working farm, large and 
Small animals. September, 2009. 
1-888-999-7882, 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. One 
only. 1287 square foot modular. 
Includes fridge, stove, dishwash- 
er, island in kitchen. Delivered 
and set up for just $137,870. Call 
Sunshine Homes, 
1-877-887-2254 





INVENTORY CLEAROUT now in 
Progress. How would you like to 
be in your new home for Christ- 
mas and have $10,000. cash 
back to boot? Call us to get the 
details. We are also taking orders 
on standard and custom de- 
signed plans for homes to be de- 
livered in the New Year. We also 
have a number of used homes 
available. Stop in and see Pleas- 
ant Homes in the Heritage Indus- 
trial Park in Morinville or call us at 
780-939-3584 or toll free at 
1-866-962-0238. 





MAKE US an offer. A1-Homes In- 
ventory Clearance on all in stock 
homes. Solid wood cabinets and 
trim. The real country deal. Red 
Deer 403-314-2244 Airdrie 
403-945-4488. 





MANUFACTURED HOME Mov- 
ing. Call Terry at 1-800-341-6675 
for quote. Will move homes any- 
where in Alberta or Saskatche- 
wan. 





NEED CASH? Home loans to 
100% LTV. Refinance, pay debt, 
or you decide. Free appraisals. 
Apply by phone 1-877-568-0929 
or online www.homeloansalber- 
ta.com. Alberta Homes Loans. 


003. Real Estate Misc. 


SRI 16’ wides from $68,600. 20’ 
wides from $90,800. Double 
wides from $116,000. Don't wait 
for the spring boom, take advan: 
tage today! Call 1-800-689-6953 
www.econocoltages.com, 

ee ee 
WINALTA HOMES has factory 
direct pricing on all in-stock mod- 





els. Plus receive $2500. cash 
back! All 2008 showhomes 
RIM's single wides and 


modulars must go! In-house fi 
nancing available. Contact Winal- 
ta Homes for more information 
1-866-960-2112 or visit 





us at 
www.Wwinaltainc.com. 
WINALTA HOMES in Stony 
Plain’s “Jutland Ridge", Sylvan 
Lake's “Lighthouse Pointe” or 


Sherwood Park's “Jubilee Land- 
ing"! Visit these communities and 
our Sales Centre in Acheson for 
more information. Also see 
www.winaltainc.com and click on 
“homes” 


5620. Office Space 


Cabinetry shop turnkey. Newer 
European Equipment Included 
1300 square feet. Shop close to 
city centre. 477-2311 





Small character CLASSROOM 
space available, 10-20 people 
(weekly or daily). Call 
(780)477-2311 





Unique office and shop space, 
furnished/unfurished. Newly 
renovated, security cameras, all 
wood building. OFFICES starting 
at $130/month utilities inc. SHOP 
Space: 1200 sq feet w/2 over- 
head doors. Call 477-2311, 9AM 
- 5PM 


#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 
@ car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
credit fast. Bad credit! No credit! 
Bankruptcy! Repossession! No 
problem. Call today and drive 
away. Call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
anywhere www.autocredit- 
fast.ca. 





BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders. Call 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving Alber- 
ta for 16 years. 





COME TO the right place to buy 
a new/used vehicle. What ever 
your credit, we finance the future 
not the past. Delivery BC/Alberta; 
www.drivehomenow.com or 
1-888-501-1148. 





DREAMCATCHER FINANCING. 
Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! “0” down! O.A.C, free deliv- 
ery to BC & Alberta. Apply online: 
www.DreamCatcher-loans.com, 
24/7, 1-800-910-6402. 


EASY FINANCE! Low payments! 
From $179. a month. Need a ve- 


hicle? We deliver! For pre-ap- 
proval call Nicole at 
1-888-220-8981 Fax 


780-483-7555; www.autowest- 


credit.ca 





FOR ALL TYPES of credit 
403-818-LOAN (5626) or online 
at wwwaalberlacarandioan.com, 
Free delivery in western Canada. 


CuttingRoerm 


NTETESTEN. 


Pend | news&opinion | city life | music| on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the back 


mu kenh-), 


rh 


' 





6400. Recreational Vehicles (™g9200. Female Escorts (mmu9450. Adult Massage 9900. Adult Help Wanted 


CASH FOR USED RV'S 2002 or 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! all 780-455-3380 or 
1-800-798-3380. Woody's RV 
World, Edmonton, 








CASH FOR USED RV'S 2 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! Call 403-258-2727 or 
1-866-383-2727 Woody's RV 
World, Calgary South. 








RV'ERS. Save $ on gas. Fully 
serviced titled lots within 15 mi 

utes Calgary. From $49, 
1-888-913-2114 Countrylanerv- 
calgary.com RV or park model 
Donna/Rory, 11 am 6 p.m 
403-995-4270. 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de 
posit $3.09/minute 18+ 
1-900-783-3800 www. mysiical- 
connections.ca 


7245. Misc. Services| 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 install- 
ments. Toll Free 1-877-776-1660. 









A CRIMINAL RECORD? Have 
trouble getting a job or travelling 
fo the U.S.? We'll clear your 
name. Better Business Bureau 
certified. Pardons/waivers. Toll 
free 1-800-507-8043; www.par- 
dongranted.ca. 





AUTO EXPRESS TRANSPORT. 
Canada’s #1 auto transport com- 
pany. Call today 1-888-645-9494 





for pricing or email: expressau- 
tocanada @ gmail.com. 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 


Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 
1-888-623-5050 for a quote 
Open weekends. 





CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: Ca- 
nadian pardon. U.S. travel waiv: 
er. (24 hour record check). Di- 
vorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen: 
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta col 
lection to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540 





GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon- 
ey? We lend! If you own your 
home - you qualify; www.pioneer- 
west.com BBB member. 
1-888-822-0288, 


GRAVEL CRUSHER for hire. 
Jaw & Cone, stacker with scale. 
Will consider any location and 
volume. Contact Darren at 
403-638-6030 (cell) or 
403-638-3645 (office) 


O$ ARE YOU sinking in debi? 
1st, 2nd and 3rd mortgages - 
bruised credit - bank tumdowns - 
debt consolidation - refinancing - 
power of sale - past bankrupt - 
home renovations. We can lend a 
hand; www.canadalend.com. Toll 
free 1-866- i can _ lend 
(1-866-422-6536) call now! 


UNCONTESTED DIVORCES 
and Legal Separation Agree- 
ments: Why pay more? Check 
out our low prices at www.ca- 
nadianlegal.org. Voted #1 Parale- 
gal - CCA Awards. 20+ years ex- 


perience. Free consultation. 
1-800-320-2477. 

9005. Personals 
DATING SERVICE. Long- 
term/short-term relationships, 
free calls! 1-866-512-8367. Ex- 


change voice messages, voice 
mailboxes 1-866-573-0914. Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 - 1-866-522-7131, Meet on 
chatlines. Local single ladies 
1-866-512-9083 (18+). 





DENIED CANADA Pension Plan 
Disability Benefits? The Disability 
Claims Advocacy Clinic can help. 
Call Allison Schmidt at 
1-877-793-3222. www.saskadvo- 
cate.com. 

SS — 


Kind and very attractive Swedish 
girl is looking for a kind gentle- 
men. No smokers, social drinkers 
only. Cali me at 453-7957 


SS 
PSORIASIS SCARS age spots. 
Natural herbal healing with Pso- 
fiaGold. Save $10.; www.getreal- 
natural.com. 780-997-6443. 


ANNALISE LANE 
780-965-2377 
100% independent 
M-F 6pm - 11pm 


Sat, Sun 12-12 
Mature. Flat Rate. 
Outcalis Only. 
www.annaliselane.com 


Gothic Angel 


Independant 
Flat rate. No agency fee 
Available anytime. 


9420. Adult Services 


Brown Sugars 
6817-104St, 780-430-9112 
THE ORIGINAL 
#1 For Black Girls! 
$180 All inclusive 
20yrs experience 
NEW GIRLS 
www,brownsugars.ca 


9160. Adult Personals 


MISTRESS MORGANNA 
Mature Busty Disciplinarian 
Spanking, bondage, CBT, toys 

LUSCIOUS DIVA CANE 
out V.A. GINA Sissy School 

wickedfetishdomina.com 

780-490-5299 














9450. Adult Massage 


ISAS LAS 


NOW! 


(05040295°001 





* JOCELYN * 


Tall, Slender, Curvy 
Brunette, Mid 20s 
legs and a great ‘asset’ 
Lingerie specials 
10715-124St, Ph 454-1930 
61199553-001 





NORTHSIDE STUDIO 


11910-127Ave main floor 
NOW OFFERING 
Great Christmas Deals 


780-452-7440 
42919886-002 


PASSIONS SPA 


Crissy - Gorgeous biue eyed 
blonde. Busty, tanned and toned 
Mae-Ling - Sweet and Sexy 
exotic Asian doll. Slender figure. 
Alyassa - Young, slender, busty 
brunette. 

Kaitlyn - Stunningly tall curva- 
ceous busty blonde. 

Isabelle - Booty-liscious petite 
green-eyed sexy brunette, 

Faith - Extremely busty blonde 
with slender figure. 


Chelsea - Fit, athletic, busty red- 
head. 

Harmony - Seductive, slim, busty 
blonde in her early 20s. 


9947 - 63Ave, Argyll Plaza 
www.passionsspa.com 
780-414-6521 


42987342 


















SAPPHIRE MASSAGE 


Friendly girls with good 
attitudes. Varying ages, 
different types. 


10715 - 124 St 
downstairs 
780-454-1930 


www.sapphireladies.com 
54578070-001 


COME SAY Hi! 


New Escort Agency 


Hiring Ladies - (780) 992-4739 


http://www.flatratefun.com 





ASTROLOGY ‘DECEMBER 4 TO DECEMBER 10 « BY THE KIO 


CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


(Nov. 22 -Dec.21) 


Don't kid yourself into thinkin’ cash can cure what alls ya. 


deeds! 


(Dec. 22~Jan.19) 


You need to think at least three steps ahead to play a decent chess 
yeek, you need to treat your life the same. Forget 


game, and this 





cause when 
tt comes to clearin’ karmic debt, that kinda currency fails ya. That's 
Cause this particular red ink is the result of what you do, say, make ‘n 
"think. This week, to truly succeed, make an investment in doin’ good 


skin-of-your-teeth and seat-of-your-pants, your moves need to be well 


thought out in advance. The more you play it off-the-cuff, the more 


the goin's gonna get rough! 


(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) 


The diagnosis is in, and lately it seems that you've been sufferin’ from 
an overabundance of intellectualizin. Call it analysis paralysis if you 


will, there's a cure for this condition, but it ain't no pill. Impulsive action 


is the doctor's orders, so start with tearin’ down walls and trespassin’ 


borders! 


(Feb. 19 - March 20) 


Morals are like anything else, y'know — sometimes you've gotta go 
with the flow, Situational ethics ain't just egghead-speak, you need 
to use whatever paddle you can when you're up the creek. This week, 
when it comes to survival, your ideals of “good” and “bad” are your 


only rivals! 


(March 21-April 19) 


You don't set out to provoke, vex. or taunt, you just create controversy 
‘cause you do what you want. Regardless of whether you're right 
Or wrong, you seem to come under fire for it before long. This week. 


however, when things start to get too intense, you'll have an ally who'll 


come to your defence! 


(April 20 ~ May 20) 


There ain't no worse place to be than between the Devil 'n’ the deep- 
blue sea. When you are, askin’ for help won't work ‘cause the sea don't 
care, and the Devil's a jerk. Nope, you've gotta make your awn decision 
and before too long. At least, whatever It is, it ain't gonna be wrong! 


(May Z1—June 20) 


With next week's full moon happenin’ in Gemini, you won't just be 
gettin’ by. This week, you'll be flyin’ high. If you're smart, you'll take this 
advice to heart, and divert your energy professionally. Now's the time 
to put in the overtime hours so when spring has sprung, you can stop 


‘n’ smell the flowers! 


(June Z1— July 22) 


You think the deck's stacked against you, but your real peeve is you 
think it pre-empts the extra ace up your sleeve. Why? When your 
back’s against the wall and you're facin’ The Man, you gotta pull any 
trick you possibly can. This week, when you strategize, just ‘cause you're 


bluffin’, don't mean you're tellin’ lies! 


LEO (July 23-Aug 22) 


Even a stray cat knows that when the snow starts to fall it’s time to 
find a place they can call home. Now, it's one thing to take refuge from 
a storm and another to get too used to bein’ toasty-warm. Go ahead 
and coast awhile while you're on easy street. Just be ready to pedal If 


you don't wanna be beat! 


VIR 





(Aug.23~Sept.22) 


You ain't on thin ice, but you'd still better think twice about makin’ a 
move this week. Timin’ is everything, they say, and you need to walt 
for your openin' before you make your play. Bein’ patient now’ll pay off 
in the long-run, and if you wait for the right opportunity, the cosmos'll 


present one! 


LIBRA (Sept. 3-0c.22) 


Ubras are the balancers and like to set things right, but sometimes 

In order to do so, you can't talk, you've gotta fight. That's ‘cause 
diplomacy can last only so long when one of the parties won't stop 
doin’ wrong. This week, you'll need to make a stand, and take matters 


into your own hands! 


SCORPIO (00. 23-Nov.2!) 


Try to fight your appetites or your overwhelmin’ desires'll end up lettin’ 
the air right outta your tires. What you need most now is some peace 
‘n’ quiet, so put the hungry beast within you on a crash diet. This week, 
use some self-control or don't bother askin’ for whom the bell tolls! 
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AW, C'MON! 17'S MIDNIGHT /- 
SCREW NERREX AND ITS RULES 









Charley 


ec 
Australopithecine 






SHOW To SUCCEED IN 
BUSINESS WITHOUT 
REALLY ALIGNING” 






















DUDE, YOU WORK FOR YOURSELF! 
YOU JUST HAPPEN To BE 


TEAM?! THERE'S NO LOYALTY/ 
THEY'LL DROP YOU LIKE A BRICK 
THE SECOND SOMEONE DECIDES 
‘\ |YOU'VE GONE NEGATIVE ON THE 


WOW, WHAT ERA ARE You |: 
FROM? YOU'VE ONLY Go} |i 











ONLY ME? \Ii 
A TRIBE 











ATLL BE 
READY IN AN 


PORSCHE SENT uP 
ANDO TELL THE CEO. 
TLL SEE HIM ON THE 












COME ON, GET IT RIGHT! | 






















































































DRIVING GRAMMAR PURISTS CRAZY SINCE, WELL, FOREVER | \ 5 

N JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES PG] F 

2 ©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) i C5 

DIO|E S 

SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE | STAs Sarees Gok we TeeAGY Pert 

2 66 Day getaway, perhaps 53 Home Shopping Network competitor =| 

| Letters seen after forward slashes 54 Egypt and Syr., from 1958 to 1961 

4 Hand-rolled dish 55 Bullring cheer | A from the secret files of 
Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous" boat, © 1Doo-__(acappella music genre) 56 President pro__ R F ) M E AT doddering docent of the dreary may Cqnnon 
typically 2 Devotion 58 Hosp. areas with restricted access 

14 “You're in trou-uh-ble!” 3Masher's target? 60 Mrs., in Managua | just started studyin’ to get my medical But in the end it'll all be worth it though. . 

15 Smart and Bond, for instance 4 Agency that issues numeric ID's pera eee on t aint a on medial bls te mee fot and Itai cost ities, 
16 Classic “Star Trek” crew member 5 Circulation that doesn't sink with gravity 

17 Production company behind NPR's “The 6 it's very alluring 

World" 7 Katherine who withdrew from the 2008 

18 Powerful demon, in Arabic mythology Emmy competition 

19 Hat ona chess piece 8“ Away” (1994 hit for Alice in Chains) 

20 Sex ed subj. 9 "That looks delicious!” 

22 Willed gift 10 Yellowfin, alternately 

24 What the Martian zoo display was 1 Percentage | ; ASS eee 
down to? 12 Otto I's domain: abbr. } 

29 Lumber mill cutters B Feathers partner 

30__acids (main components of proteins) 21 Simpsons character in a leisure suit 

3] Geologicial time period 23 Singer/guitarist born Maria Rosario Pilar 

32 Funk Martinez Molina Baeza 

35 Mormon church, for short 24 Green Day drummer __ Cool 

36 Where culinary newsletters are sent? 25 Barack Obama Chief of Staff Emanuel 

39 Lived and breathed 26 Get one's first dairy farm experience, - i DUDE, 

40 “A Death in the Family” author James perhaps NICKY MIAGO'S t'™ Ssooo000 GOOD’ 
4|*_ and the Kings of Spain” (1995 Tears 77 Billy Joel song that starts “In every heart ABOUT TO PLAY ‘ 

for Fears album) there is aroom” THE. MAIN STAGE? si ; 1 AND I CAN'T 

44 When some evening news is broadcast 28 Roulette spaces: abbr. 4 , LEAVE NOW 

46 Separate by cutting off 33 Easter egg decorating kit stuff HAVE YOU TAKEN ] “ TRYPTOME NE S 
48 What | hope the gas pills wilt help stop? © 34 Like beachfront property YOUR SECOND YET? fy 

5] Picnic table condiment 37"Criss Angel: Mindfreak network BEAL EUNG ; ether ; KICKING MY 
52 Chicago-based superstation 38"__itseems..” Hh ae : ass? 
53 Recruiter's goal, maybe 39 Route 
57 Blazing 42 Depleting 
59 Old-school hardcorerappers, forshort 43 Former Kansas City Chiefs quarterback 5 : 
6] Parking attendant Dawson 
62 Passover dinner 45 List of mistakes 
63 Portugal's cont. 4] Niacin’ alternate vitamin name 
64 Caffe additive 49.As__ resort 
65 Orange and lemon, e.g. 50 More abundant 
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INTERSECTIONS - PHOTOS OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS 


| 
| 
} 
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A 


An all-female hunting party organized by Bittern Lake Lodge 
waits for wild fowl early in the morning near Camrose on Oct. 29. 





This Christmos, Go Local! 


[Ps 


/ Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory’s 
CLASSIC CHOCOLATE FUDGE 


classic christmas 


PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG 





FIRST PERSON - EDMONTON STORIES - BY LAUREN CONOLLY | 613 words 


In The Time 
Before iPods 


BACK THEN, THE BUS WAS A MORE DANGEROUS, 
BUT MORE INTERESTING EXPERIENCE 





was one of the last people under 30 
10 get an iPod. 

As a recent college graduate, I was 
living in the suburbs under my par- 

ts' watchful eye with the intent of 
Paying off my student debt. After a 
ummer of résumé-dropping, I final- 
Y got a job in my field. This entailed 
45-minute commute to the heart of 
fowntown Edmonton courtesy of St. 

bert Transit. And then another 45 
minutes to get back home at the end 
f the workday. 

Most people my age had iPods 
nd listened to music on their com- 
mute, Everyone else pretended the 


others didn’t exist while I listened to 
the bassline emanating from at least 
three different playlists. 

It was one of those days last win- 
ter when it gets dark before 5 p.m. 
and you lose the feeling in your feet 
as you wait for your bus for arrive. 
St. Albert Transit had just changed 
their routes and in a twisted attempt 
to confuse commuters, put two tran- 
sit stops across the street from each 
other in front of City Centre. No 
matter how many times | checked 
the schedule, | was always on the 
wrong side of the street. 

One evening, | found myself with 


| newsopinion| ty life | music| onscreen | arts classifieds | ex| the back 


frosted-up glasses and _ tingling 
feet sitting beside the stereotypical 
businessman. You know, the seri- 
ous 45-year-old man with a proper 
burgundy tie and a briefcase in his 
lap. His painfully white socks were 
showing as his pants rode up to his 
knees as he sat. His hair had started 
to recede and he immediately start- 
ed a conversation with me. With 
no iPod to hide behind, I couldn't 
ignore him. 

We talked about our jobs. We talk- 
ed about our educations and why we 
made the career choices we did. 

The bus got caught in traffic on the 
Yellowhead. It had long since fogged 
in completely and water dripped onto 
cold metal. 

The businessman told me about 
his two children and wife waiting at 
home. He confessed that he didn't 
want the dinner she was cooking. He 
only wanted a mug of hot chocolate 
to alleviate the chill. 

He asked me if I was in a relation- 
ship. I didn’t tell him that I am a 


chronic single. I didn’t tell him that - 


I tend to chase guys not interested in 
girls, or guys who are not interested 


A Sweet Idea.ca 


in me. I didn’t tell him that a guy had 
just told me that he “wasn’t quite 
sure he wanted to love someone with 
so much emotional baggage.” 

I just sighed 

The businessman nodded. We were 
silent the rest of the Yellowhead and 
St. Albert Trail. 

He abruptly asked me if I could be 
anywhere I wanted to be in the world, 
would I want to be in Edmonton? Did 
I want to pass umpteen strip malls 
and barren construction zones every 
day for the rest of my life? 

Finally we were about to turn into 
the bus depot. He turned to me and 
quietly but seriously asked if 1 want- 
ed to run away with him. We could go 
anywhere we wanted and finally get 
our feet warm. | panicked. I said no. 

Months went by. I got a better job 
and an iPod to hide behind. I moved 
downtown and stopped riding St. Al- 
bert Transit. 

Sometimes I half-heartedly won- 
der if I missed an opportunity that 
day on the bus. Who was that man? 
Where could we have gone? And my 
feet start to get cold as winter in Ed- 


monton begins once again. 


to book your ad 
call angela at 
780.430.9003 
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THE ART OF GIVING 


Are you stumped? Feel like banging your head? Get fired up. At Zocalo you'll find fresh wreaths, trees and ornaments 
to deck the halls. Come, feel some textiles, drink some cappuccino, smell some flowers..Check out Zocalo’s unique 
collection of lush plants, fresh flowers, irrisistible pastries and everything you'll need to make the gift-giving simple. 






FACIAL 
VIOLETS 
African 
violet planter 
with water 
reservoir 
20M $145 








DIM SUM SET 

Woven bamboo steamer 
carries the eight piece 
Eastern Canada. set. $10 

Clever wooden 

spools with vase 

inserts. $20 


SHAKER BOXES CARVED CHEESE BOARD 
A ceramic cutting surface 
inset into a carved wooden 
board. Three piece set 
comes boxed with stainless 


cheese knife. $39 


SPOOL VASE 
Add a new spin 
from the mills of 


TEAK BURL WOOD 

Teak burls cutand carved __ Traditional shaker style. 

into collectable accent Handcrafted in traditional bent 

pieces. Planter 28cm $230, wood techniques, these boxes 

50 cm table $280, 75 cm are gift and wrapper in one 

table $500 presentation. 26 cm box $85, 
22 cm Jewelry box $150 


ALL FIRED UP... 


The main street of Deruta, Italy is home to the world’s leading majolica artisans. A thin tin glaze gives majolica a brilliant white, opaque surface 
to apply brilliant colours. These are handpainted over the unfired glaze creating a finish that absorbs colour like a fresco. The art handed down 
through generations in family guilds has created some of the most collectable and desired majolica in the world. Colour, form, glaze and detail 
round out the collection of majolica at Zocalo. Your next family heirloom is waiting. 


Bs 


ORIGINAL ROOSTER- TULIPANO PLATTER PANORAMA PLATTER GIARDINO TALAVERA MEXICAN POPPY 

Demi Carafe $69 Italian majolica 31x45 cm Italian majolica 38cm $99 Italian majolica 23x30 CACHE POT Handpainted in Montreal, 

Full Carafe $99 $150 cm $99 39cm $129 pot 13cm $20, pot 19cm $30, 
baguette server $50 


HOCKEY FRAMES 
Collected from rinks across 
Canada, broken sticks are 
recycled into 5x7 photo 
frames. Picture your star 
player! $30 








Le greene - betas ike 


Twisted ond Paelie in he oes pits of artisans. These metal creations represent the great works of four continents. The ae ( ms clude cast 
bronze, forged steel, rolled silver and arced Stainless... oo pe : 








URALI BOWL LILY 


BARK VASE 





IKEBANA 
Hand-hammered pewter 
holds a floral frog and 
keeps those blooms from 
jumping. $80 


10826 - ee 


TEA STICK 
Stainless steel single- 
cup tea infuser. $23 


_ STREET 


WATER FOUNTAIN 
Contemporary, self-contained 
stainless steel fountain with river 


rock.29x33cm $265 





26cm forest leaf collection 
vase by designer Michael 
Aram. $110 


Antique Indian traditional 
bronze wedding bowl. 50 
cm $600 





Arced steel in “striki g 
composition.Made in 
Ontario 70x39 cm $210 
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